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8 Chry ſoſtom My, not bie looked upon as 
improper gueſt to be admitted amang 

This piece of him, in particular, is exattly cal. 
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and living. . Like this. great and 
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all its deceitful and empty 
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UR moſt excellent Metropolitan 
of 3 my Lord Atehbiſhop; the truly 
5 aQ pious, learned and worthy © Dr. 
Sitanbope, late Dean of Canterbury ; 
I the Rev. Dr. Marſbal, and Mr. 
Reeves, having tranſlated ſeveral pieces of the 
ancient Fathers into Enghſh, and their labours 
of this kind having met with a very good re- 
ception, I thought I could not better employ 
thoſe hours which can be ſpared from the 
duſineſs of my cure, than in tranſlating ſome 
of the writings of the great, learned and elo- 
quent St. Chryſoftom, which are the delight of 
all thoſe who have any the leaſt acquaintance 
with them, at leaſt of thoſe who have any 
taſte of thoſe uncommon beauties and excel- 
lencies which are contained in them. I. in- 
tended, in the firſt place, to have publiſhed 
his treatiſe on the prieſthood, but as L was 
8 A 2 going 
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going to enter upon this work, I was inform- 
ed e Rev. Mr. Hollyer, Who hath ſince 


it, had prevented me. As the 
F diſcourſes are placed next to 

1 babe w. made bold to ſend them 
in an Engliſb dreſs, and ſhall be heartily glad 
if they bal contribute any thing towards 
thoſe excellent ends for which they are * 
tended. Men take a great deal of pains 
lie hid from themſelves, and to fr 
ſort of religion of their own, in ag oo ſuch 
liberties are taken, as that which i is of God 
does not allow of, and which, notwithſtand- 
ing the ftrength of imagination, and the moſt 
unaccountable flattery that can be, will infal- 
libly end in our utter and eternal deſtruction; ; 
to fy nothing of ſuch as are notoriouſly, cort- 
ſtantly and — wicked, debauched and 
profligate, ſuch as do not endeavour to lull 
their conſciences aſleep by the performance 
of ſome duties after their own way, whilſt 
they neglect others; ſuch as do not endea- 
vour to impoſe upon themſelves, as well as 
others, by a faint and miſerably imperfect 
progreſs in that part of religion which is moſt 
agreeable to their complexions and 1nclina- 
tions, and at the greateſt diſtanoe from thoſe: 
temptations which ordinarily befal them. 
Theſe half, theſe deluded chriſtians may poſ- 
ſibly be prevailed upon to look into a book of 
this kind, and to peruſe it with due ſeriouſneſs 

and — 2 many of them who 
2 haye 
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The PREFACE. * 
have not had, or uſed as they ought, the op- 
portunities of being duly inſtructed, as to the 
extent of their duty, nor fully informed of 
the degrees of virtue, which Almighty God 
expects us to arrive at, may be glad of having 
their eyes opened, their fig-leayes removed, 
and their nakedneſs laid open to their, view. 
And when this is the caſe, I cannot but hope, 
becauſe tis natural, that they may reap. as 
much benefit by this little book, as I truſt in 
God I have myſelf. The reaſoning of it is 
clear, ſtrong, nervous and pathetical ; a vein of 
piety runs through it, together with a noble 
ſublimity of thought and majeſty, as well as 
ſimplicity of expreſſion, and yet well guarded 
and kept within the bounds of right reaſon 
and diſcretion ; and any man that will, may 
be convinced, that the lives and converſations 


even of thoſe who are far from making a jeſt 


of religion, by principle or practice, are too 
looſe to build any ſolid hopes of eternal hap- 
pineſs upon. And if this be true, as it cer- 
tainly is, what muſt we ſay of thoſe who 
have no religion at all, who deſpiſe both it 
and its profeſſors, or if they do not run ſuch 
a deſperate length as this is, yet outwardly 
ridicule both, or at leaſt plunge themſelves 
into all manner of wickedneſs, without any 
regard to their future and eternal, and very 
often to their pr eſent tempoxal ſafety and fe- 
licity. As there are degrees in ſin, as well as 


ſo 
let 


3 


vi The PREFACE. 
let me put my readers in mind, that he that 
does not go forward in the ways of piety and 
virtue, goes backward ; and if they do not 
diligently. and ſeriouſly endeayour to exchange 
a partial, a maimed and defective obedience 
to the laws of God, for ſuch an one as is ſo 
clearly proved in the following book, to be 
the indiſpenſable duty of every chriſtian, let 
them conſider how caſy it may be, ſetting all 
other conſiderations aſide, to fall from one 
wickedneſs to another, till they arrive at ſuch 
a pitch, as they cannot think of without hor- 
ror and aſtoniſnment; I mean, the moſt dan- 
gerous and conſummate degree of hypocriſy, 
or a life of ſhameleſs vice and immorality. 
But why do I talk in this manner? Do I de- 
ſpair of the converſion of the worſt of ſin- 
ners, of publicans and harlots, of the moſt 
open, ſcandalous and ungnarded offenders, 
and even of ſcribes and phariſees? God for- 
bid. But as the l and common expe- 
rience have informed me, that it is very diſ- 
ficult, and very rarely to be expected; ſo I; 
confeſs that I chiefly write for the fake * 
thoſe who have already, in ſome meaſure, 
eſcaped the pollutions of the world, that T_T, . 
as well as I can, perſuade them to preſs for- 
ward towards the mark of the high calling 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus, leſt we not only de- 
ceive ourſelves in an affair of the greateſt 
conſequence and importance, but alſo leſt 
God p n us to fall. into nn and ſtronger 
deluſions : 


4 


deluſions, by 


our infirmities, education or converſation 


The PREFACE. vir 
way of judgment, on out being 
ſo fond of thoſe miſts and falſe notions whith 


have thrown in our way. For what gives a 
great deal of life and ſpirit to undertakings of 
this kind, is the moderate hope which' the 
nature of the thing affords us, that we ſhall. 
not ſpend our time, our ſtrength and ſpirits 
to no purpoſe. But tho I do not care to ſay 
much in order to recommend my book, or 
any other of the ſame kind, to ſuch as are in 
the very gall of bitterneſs, and compaſſed 
about by the ſtrongeſt and moſt inextricable 
bonds of iniquity, ſuch as are to every good work 
reprobate, and, as St. Jude deſcribes them, 
twice dead plucked up by the roots; yet as the 
miſerable condition they are in fills me with 
fright and horror on the one hand, fo: likewiſe 
does it with an unfeigned pity and compaſ- 
ſion on the other. For, alas! all books of a 
ſerious and religious nature are their averſion, - 
their jeft and ſcorn, and the good that is to be 
done with them, is to be chiefly expected 
from perſonal conferences and kind perſua- 
ſions, ſharp rebukes and legal ſeverities, fre- 
quent and fervent prayers for them, chat it 
would pleaſe God by his holy Spirit, by ſome 
great and uncommon inſtance of his goodneſs 
and merey, or by ſome very ſevere correction, 
to bring them to themſelyes. And therefore 4 
all that I ſhall add further with reſpect to them 
is, chat I defire thoſe, for whoſe ſake the fol- 

A 4 lowing 
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vii The PREFACE. 
lowing piece is made publick, never to for- 
get the charge of our bleſſed Saviour to St. 


Peter, — When thou art converted en, 
thy brethren. 


I am very well aware, that I — in a 
manner turned my back upon the critical 
rot the world, and have given- them no 

reaſons for ſending this work abroad, 
than That I have followed the example of 
ſeveral ſhining lights of our church That 
St. Chryſoftom was an incomparable writer 
That tranſlating any part of his works is, in 
my judgment, a very good way of employ- 
ing what leiſure hours the attendance on my 
cure will afford me, and---That the piece 
which I have made choice of, may, in my 
humble opinion, be of ſervice to ſomebody or 
other. And if this be not ſufficient to excuſe 
me, I have nothing further to ſay to them, 
beſides the giving a ſhort account of the work, 
of the author, and of the method and liber- 
ties which T1 have taken as a tranſlator, 


AND firſt as to the work; I think the 
account which Monſieur Du Pin gives of it, 
to be as full as it is conciſe, and therefore 
Jhall content myſelf with tranſcribing it ver- 
batim, as it Rands i in the third volume of his 
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"The. PREFACE. x 
IT was likewiſe in his ſolitude that he 
(St. Chryſoſtom) writ the two books of Com- 
&« punttion of Heart, whereof the firſt is de- 
„ dicated to Demetrius, and the ſecond to 
4 Stelechius. In theſe books he diſcourſes of 
the neceſſity and conditions of a true re- 
% pentance ; affirming, that chriſtians ought 
to have their fins always in view, to abhor 
„ them with all their heart, to lament and 
„ continually beg of God the forgiveneſs of 
„them: that this forrow ought. to be a mo- 
tion of that charity which the Holy Ghoſt 
4. inſpireth into our hearts, and to be anima- 
© ted with the fire of divine love, which 
© conſumeth ſin, and is accompany'd with a 
“ ſpirit of mortification and diſintereſtedneſs 
4 from the goods of this world, with an 
eſteem of the treaſures in heaven, and of 
+ ſpiritual virtues. | * 


As to the author; St, Chryſoſtom, or Golden 
mouth, ſo called becauſe of his eloquence, 
was born at Antioch about the year 354. 
His father's name was Secundus, and his mo- 
ther's Anthuſa. He loſt his father when he 

Was young, but his mother took care to bring 
him. up like a chriſtian, He at firſt deſigned 
to follow the law, but ſoon alter'd his mind 
and became a church- man, and was ſo highly 
eſteemed, that he was marked out to be made 
2 biſhop, as well as his a, but 


nowing 
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knowing the day when they were to ordain 
him, he hid himſelf, avoiding that digni 
with as much care as others ſought for it 
with carneftneſs. He had rather choſen to 
deſerve it by a ſtrict life, and indefatigable 
application to the duties of his function. UD]p-- 
on the death of Nedtarius, archbiſhop of Con- 
ftantinople, he was, with general conſent, cho-. 
ſen to fill up that ſee ; but the emperor was 
obliged to uſe all his authority to make him 
leave Antioch, and at laſt he was forced to 
take him away ſecretly. T heophilus, biſhop 
of Alexandria, whom the Emperor had ſent 
for to ordain St. Chryſoſtom, had more incli- 
nation. for one T/{dorus, a presbyter ; where: 
fore he ſecretly oppoſed the ordination of St. 
Chry/oftom : but the officers of the court u- 
held him ſo well, that to oblige 7 heophilus 
to ordain him, one of them ſhewed him a 
memorial containing ſeveral heads of an ac- 
cuſation formed againſt him, and put it to his 
choice, whether he would ordain St. Chi 
flom or prepare himſelf for his trial. 7 heo= 
hilus choſe the former, and - ordained St. 1 
Chiyſoſtom the firſt day of March 398. This 
was the beginning of a moſt implacable hatred 
which T heophilus for ever aſterwards bore to 
this pious and good man, which contributed 
towards making him as eminent for his ſuf- 
ferings and afflictions, as he was for his very 
great abilities, and a truly religious and un- 
blameable life. „ e, MM 4 
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SAINT Chry/oftom, being entered upon 
the government of the church at Conſſanti- 
nople, began with endeavouring to reform the 
manners of the clergy, and then fell to reproving 
the vices of the courts; and this got him 
the ill-will of many, for he was of a ſevere 
temper, not agreeable to the men of this world; 
and his way of living was ſingular and retired. 
They :found fault that he always eat by 
himſelf, and would- never appear at thoſe 
feaſts where he was invited, which they look- 
ed upon as proceeding from ſcorn and con- 
tempt of others, tho' it was only the effect of 
a very great and nice degree of ſobriety, 
X which the weakneſs of his ſtomach and con- 
ſttitution obliged him to; for he had exceed- 
ingly impaired: his health by the ſeverities 
which he had accuſtomed himſelf to in his 
= younger days. He diſcharged the duties of 
his office with wonderful exa&neſs and care; 
and confidering that the revenue of the church 
is the patrimony of the yp he cut off the 
ſuperfluous expences of his predeceſſors, to 
increaſe the allowance of hoſpitals for the ſick. 
And the hoſpital at Conſtantinople not being 
large enough, by reaſon of the great number 
of ſick and ftrangers, he cauſed ſeveral others 
to be built, and for each of them he appoint- 
ed two prieſts to take care of the ſick and 
ſtrangets. He particularly provided for vir- 
Sins and widows. He conſtantly preached 
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ſent prieſts, deacons and readers that ſpake 
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to the people, exhorting them not to neglect 


the publick ſervice. 


BUT his paſtoral care was not reſtrained 
to his particular church, but extended itſelf 
alſo to the churches of T hracia, Pontus and 
25 He pulled down ſome temples of falſe 

ities that were ſtill in Phænicia. To the 
Goths that were infected with Arianiſm, he 


their language, thereby to endeavour the con- 
verſion of that people from their error : He 
alſo ſent miſſionaries to the Scythians that in- 
habited along the Danube. He wrote to the 


Biſhop of Tyre againſt the Marcionites of thoſe 


parts, offering him the emperor's help: but he 


never did the church more ſervice, than when 
he reunited the eaſt and weſt, by reconciling 


 Flavianus with the Weſtern and Egyptian bi- 


ſhops. He aſſembled at Conſtantinople a ſynod 
of two and twenty biſhops, about September 
in the year 400, Euſebius biſhop of Valen- 
tinople in Aſia came to it, and preſented to the 
council a petition, containing ſeven articles 
againſt Antoninus biſhop of Epheſus, the me- 
tropolitan of 4/za, He was accuſed, 1. Of 
melting the holy veſſels, and converting them 
into money, which he beſtowed upon his ſon. 
2, That he had taken a marble ſtone from the 
entrance of the Baptiſtery, to uſe in his own 
bath. 3. That the pillars which remained 
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after the building of the church, were uſed to 
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ſupport the roof of his own hall. 4. That 
he kept a ſervant that was guilty of man- 
laughter. 5. That he had fold the lands 
that were leſt to the church by — mo- 
ther to Julian the emperor, as if they had 
belonged to his own eſtate. f. That he had 
again taken his wife, whom he had put away, 
and had two children by her. 7. That a cu- 
ſtom was introduced by him, ſo as to become 
almoſt a law, to take money for the ordination 
of biſhops proportionably to the value of their 
biſhopricks. Amoninus appeared at the coun- 
eil that was called by St.  Chryſofom, where 
theſe accuſations were brought Euſebius. 
They inſiſted particularly on the laſt, as Be- 
ing the moſt important. Antoninus denied all; 
and could not be oonvicted becauſe there were 
no witneſſes; wherefore the council deputed 
three biſnops to go into Aa, and hear the 
witneſſes that were to be produced by 4 
accuſer. One of theſe three biſhop: 
Antoninus's friend, feigned Himſelf fick, 5 
he might not inform againſt his frlend. The 
two others went to Hypæ pæ, a city in 
where they waited 10 Un 50 oſe 191 ele 
becauſe the accuſer was With 'the 'ac- 
cuſed, either through fear of his power, or 
becauſe he had no ſufficient proofs. The de- 
puties, weary of waiting, wert away, having 
written a letter, in which they excommunica- 
ted Evſebius as an im , for making de- 
> = fault, Some time after Antonin died, and 

© | his 
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his death cauſed new troubles in the churches 
of Aſia. In this juncture of time the clergy 
of Epbeſus, and the biſhops of that province 
made application to St. Chyyſoflom, and pray- 
ed him to come into their country to eſtabliſh 
ſome order in the church of Epheſus. 


He 
came thither at the end of winter, in the year 


401, and aſſembled a ſynod of ſeventy bi- 
ſhops, wherein ſix biſhops were depoſed, who 
were convicted of giving Antoninus mon 

for their ordination. The heirs of that bi- 
ſhop were enjoyned to return them the mo- 
ney he had received : and they ordained He- 
raclides, a deacon, biſhop of Epheſus. What 
concerned the church of Epbeſus being thus 
regulated, St. Chryſoſtom returned * WH Ni- 
comedia, where he turned out Gerontius, who 
Was. former! y St, Ambroſe's deacon, and ſettled 
in his room Panſophius ; and going on in his 
journey, in eyery place, he took from the 
Novatians and Yartodecimani the churches 
2 0 were 5 * 5 of. 0 Mhilſt 
St. Chr was doing theſe things in 
Alia, raul biſhop of Gabala,, a famous 
preacher (to whom,at his going away, he had 
committed the f his church) did all he 
could to get the ap auſe both of the nobility, 
and p £4 This begot ſome jealouſy in St. 
GO? 


the ſollicitation of Aalen of his, named Se- 


rapion. But the empreſs interpoſed, and 
4 cauſed 


* 


o/tom, who expelled him out of Conſtan- 
after he returned; and this he did by 
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cauſed him to come again. Nevertheleſs 
Severinus's crime being of ſo baſe and trea- 
cherous a nature, it required ſome difficulty 
to prevail even upon the good and charitable 
enn be reconciled to him. 


THIS reconciliation was followed by: a 
ther quarrel with 7 heophilus, biſhop of Alex- 
andria, an old enemy — St. Chryſo m. The 
hiſtorians repreſent that biſhop. às an ambi- 
tious man, paſſionate, fierce, covetous and 
cunning ; who would never yield, but com- 
paſs eyery, thing he undertook ; who, cafily; 
provoked men to be his enemies, and ſooner 
or later would undo them: He was no friend 
to St. Chryſeſtom, becauſe he was obliged to 
ordain him againſt his will; but the his 
he bore to him broke out upon the account 
of three Egyptian Monks, Dio/corus, Ammo- 
nius and Euthymias, ſurnamed the Long-bres 
thren. T heophilus was very angry with them 
becauſe they reproved his conduct, and re- 
ceived 1/edore — was become his enemy: 
He condemned them in a ſynod of Alexandria 
dete in 399, 5 they would not 

ubſcribe to the condemnation. of Origen. Af 
ter this condemnation he went himſelf with 
ſoldiers to drive them away, with all; the 
monks. that lived under their rule. Theſe 
poor monks not knowing whither to go, be- 
cauſe T heophilus perſecuted, them every where, 
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Chryſ. ſtom the violences of their biſhop, be- 
ſeeching him to have ſhon upon them; 
St. Chry/oſtom gave them leave to fay their 
ayers in a church he aſſigned for them, but 
did not admit them to the communion of the 
Euchariſt. He only "writ to T heophilus to 
re-eſtabliſh them. On the contrary 7 heophi= 
tus ſent men to Conflantinople, who delivered 
to the emperor a form of accuſation againſt 
theſe monks ; who, 1n their own defence ac- 
euſed their bimop alſo. St. Chi ſe om gave 
T heophilus notice of it, who anſwered him 
fiercely ; That he onght to have known that 
by the canons of the council ' of Nice, a hi- 
ſhop is forbidden to judge of cauſes that are 
out of the limits of his own juriſdiction: 
That he had no right to receive accufations 
againſt him; and that if he muſt be dged, 
the judgment belonged to the Pn of 
Ezypr, and not to the e biſhop o of Conftantinople. 


St. Chryſoſtom having received this letter, 
exhorted both the one and' the other to peace; » 
but neither were diſpoſed towards it. T he 
monks accuſed by Theophilus, and ſome' of 
their brethren, perſuaded of their innocence, 
continually 7 petiond the emperor, who 

yielding to their ſupplications, at laſt appoint- 
ed judges, who after examination of the ac- 
culations againſt the Long-brethren, found 
them to be calumnies, and 10 gave judgment 
againſt ſome of the monks that were the au- 
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thors of them. All this happened in the 
year 4. | 1 

IN the year 402 St. . biſhop in 
Cyprus (who held with 7 Heophilus, becauſe 
he was a great enemy to Origen) came to Con- 
Hantinople. St. Chryſoftom invited him to take 
a lodging in his houſe ; but Epiphanius, pre- 
ingaged by Theophilus, returned for an anſwer, 
That he ſhould be ſo far from lodging in his 
houſe, that he would not enter into it, nor join 
in the publick prayers all the time he conti- 
nued in the place, except St. Chry/oſtom would 
firſt baniſh the Long-brethren, and condemn 
Origen. St. Chryſo/tom having refuſed to do it, 
St. Epiphanius deſigned to go himſelf into the 
Apofilè's church on the Lord's-day, and there 
publickly condemn Origen's books, and ex- 
communicate the Long-brethren, with their 
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| adherents. But as he was going, he met 
p Serapion the deacon, who told him from 


St. *Chiy/oftom, that he undertook things 
againſt order, and againſt tlie canons : That 
he had ordained a deacon out of his own dio- 
ceſe, and celebrated the Euchariſt, without 
permiſſion from the ordinary; and that he 
was about a thing which was neither juft nor 
reaſonable, and dangerous for, himſelf, for he 
had to do with a populace which would ſoon 
be up; and that St. Chryſoſſom would not an- 
ſwer for what might happen. This diſcourſe 
made Epipbanius withdraw, and defift from 

1. [ b ] | his 
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his enterprize. The Lung - bret bren after this 
went to him, and complained that he con- 
demned _ before hearing, and without 
conviction ; they ſhewed that they had not 
dealt fo with him, having every where de- 
| fended both his works and his perſon. Epi- 
Phanius reflecting upon this remonſtrance, and 
conſidering what troubles 7 heophilus had en- 
gaged him in, returned towards Cyprus. At 
his going away, he told the biſhops, I leave 
you the town, the palace, and the theatre. 
He died before he got to his own country, 


After the departure of St. Epiphanius, St. 


Chryſoſtom made a ſpeech againſt the diſorders 
of women; the empreſs Eudoxia ſu 

that it was meant of her, complained to the 
emperor, and urged T] heophilus to come to 
Conſtantinople. This biſhop, who waited for 
an 0 5 2 to deſtroy St. Chry/o/fom, came 
immediately about the beginning of the year 
85 3, and brought with him ſeycral Egyptian 
Thoſe of Aſia, that were 48 
by St. Chryfoflom, or were not ſatisfied. with 
his behaviour, repaired likewiſe to Conftanti- 
nople. 1 heophilus had his apartment in one 
the . enipreſs's houſes ; from whence he 
El the accuſers of St. Chryſoſtom to the em- 

or, who commanded that both he and they 
1 7 1 appear before 7 heophilus's ſynod, 2 
ed 17 St. Chrpſaſtom denied them 

0 9 1 Judges 3 affirming, that it appertain=, 
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provinces, and not to ſtrangers, to take 
nizance of that matter. N otwithſtanding chis 
reaſon, which T heophilus himſelf had alledg- © 
ed to avoid being judged by St. Chry/offom, 
he held a ſynod of ſix and thirty biſhops is 
the ſuburbs of Chakedon, to condemn S. 
Chryſofftom. One John exhibired nine * 
twenty articles againſt him. 


| Chryfof om was cited to the ſ ynod to an- 
N thoſe accuſations, but he en. three bi- 


he was ready to ſubmit to any his might : 
his judges, but not to Z heophilus his | profeſ 
enemy, nor to the Egyptian biſh6p » 
could not regularly edge the biſhops. * 
T hrace. St. Chryſoftom obje&ed in writing, 
1 againſt 7 heophilus ; becauſe when 
e came out of Alexandria, he ſaid, be Was 
going to depoſe him ; againſt Acacius of Berga, 
becauſe he threatned him long before ; | 
Severianus and Antiochus, on” of the 
quarrels betwixt them, which were publick 
and notorious. He ſo much de pended on his 
innocency, that he promiſed to appear at the 
ſynod 1 theſe four biſho would , retire : 
They did not hearken to this propoſition, but 
cited him to the ſynod three times, He an- 
ſwered ftill, That he would juſtify - him(elf 
before a more numerous ſynod ; but he had 
reaſon to reje& a council, where his enemies 


Ex his 


were to be his principal judges. However, Si, 
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his proceſs was brought before the council. 
T heophilus was 2 and received the me- 
morials of accuſation which himſelf had made. 
One Jſaac a monk, whom St. Chryſoſtom had 
reproved for going abroad oftner than monks 
ought to do, exhibited a bill againſt him with 
nine articles: Aſter examination of ſome of 
them, Paul of Heraclea, preſident of the 
council, required the biſhops to give their 

inions : They all declared that St. Chryſo- 

om ought to be depoſed ; and having "4 
vered their opinions, they wrote a letter to 
the emperor, and another to the clergy of 
Conſtantinople, giving notice of the judgment 
they had given againſt him. After this, 
three biſhops of Aſia, depoſed by St. Chry- 
foſtom, petitioned the council for their reſtau- 
tation; and it is probable that it was granted 
them. And on the contrary Heraclides, who 
had been, ordained biſhop of Epheſus, was 
depoſed. This is what Z heophilus's caballing 
obtained of the council: the acts whereof 
were extant in Photius's time, who gives an 
Epitome of them in the 59th volume of his 
Bibliotheca. They were divided into thirteen 
acts or ſeſſions. | i 


THE news of St. Chry/o/ton!'s depoſition, 
ſtirred up a great ale Conftantino 4e; 
the emperor commanded that he ſhould be 
baniſhed, and the people reſolved to keep him 
by force; but three days after he went out 
of the church of his on accord, to ſurrender 

531 114 2 * L534 ad . himſelf 
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himſelf to them that had orders to ſeize him, 
and was conveyed to a ſmall town of Bithynia.. 
His going away increaſed the tumult of the. 
people, who both with prayers and threatnings 
addreſſed to the emperor to call him back ; 
which ſo amazed Eudoxia, that ſhe became a 
petitioner for his return, and ſent one of her. 
own officers to fetch him. When he was come 
back, he would not officiate as a biſhop till he 
was reſtored by a more numerous ſynod than 
that which depoſed him; he beſought the em- 
peror to call one, and in the mean time with- 
drew to a place without the city: but the peo- 
ple, impatient of delays, led him into the. 
church, and he was reſtored by thirty biſhops, 
and T heophilus was obliged to depart. Aller 
this it ſeemed that St. Chry/o/jom had nothi 
to fear ; but of a ſudden a new ſtorm — 
againſt him. Towards the end of the year 
2403, the empreſs Eudoxia cauſed her ſtatue to 
be ſet up near the church: the people, in ho- 
nour of the empreſs, celebrated ſome publick- 
games by that ſtatue. St. Chry/otom looking 

u pon theſe as indecent things, preached againſt 
them: this provoked the empreſs, who ſtill pre- 
ſcryed a grudge againſt him, and reſolved to 
XX have a new aſſembly of biſhops, to drive him 
out of the church of Conſtantinople, It is ſaid 

chat when he heard of it, he provoked her yet 


more, by beginning a ſermon with theſe words: 
No Herodias is in a fury again; now ſhe de- 
nands the head of John in a charger once again ; 
However at the end of that year, Theophilus 
(b3] being 


V 


being afraid to go to Conſtantinoph, ſent thither 
three biſhops from Egypt; who being aſſem- 
bled with them that were then at court, and 
= others who came from Syria, 7 5 ey and 
®brygia, they undertook to judge St. Chi ſoſtom. 
He went to them, and Ickired 5 ſee 2 — 
ſation, or to know his accuſers, that he might 
make his defence about the crimes laid to his 
charge: but theſe biſbops declared, that it was 
not neceſſary to examine, whether the things 
alledged againſt him were true or falſe; it was 
enough for his condemnation, that he returned 
i to his biſhoprick when depoſed by a council, 
and was not abſolved by another council; be- 
11 cauſe it was provided in the fourth canon of 
14 the council of Antioch, That whoſoever was 
guilty of this could never hope to be reſtored, 
nor ſo much as be admitted to plead for him- 
ſelf. Elpidius and Tranquillus, who defended 
St. Chryſoſſom, anſwered, That this canon was 
made by Arians; and that he was reſtored by 
thoſe biſhops that communicated with him. 
The biſhops of the council denied that the ca- 
non was made by Arians; and inſiſted u 
this, That the number of thoſe who depoſed 
St. Chryſo/tom, was greater than that of thoſe 
that communicated with him at his return to his 
church. On this ground they confirmed the 
ſentence of depoſition, which the firſt council 
had pronounced againſt him. 


| BY virtue of this judgment, the emperor, at 
the beginning of Lent 404; forbad him to go 
222 0D 
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to the church : he obeyed, and left the clergy 
alone to perform divine ſervice. But he was 
not ſuffered to be long at reſt, for upon holy 
Saturday, Lucius, captain of the guards, came 
with ſoldiers into the great church in the even- 
ing, and drove away forty biſhops that com- 
municated with St. Chryſoſtom, all the clergy, 
and part of the people; Then he placed armed 
men about the ſanctuary, entred into the bap- 
tiſtery, and miſuſed thoſe that were there. 
Some ſoldiers that were not yet baptized, went 
to the altar and ſpilt upon their cloaths the 
conſecrated elements that were in the holy veſ- 
ſels. This violence was followed by the 
prince's edicts againſt St. Chry/o/fom, and againſt 
all that communicated with him. The next 
day the people met together in the publick 
baths, and were driven out by force: ſo that 
ſuch as were for St. Chryſo tom were obliged to 
meet in ſeyeral places of the town; and were 
afterwards called by their enemies Foannites. 
They did not yet dare to meddle with the per- 
ſon of St. Chryſofom, who was ſo much be- 
loved by the people, that they were ready to 
take up arms to preyent his being taken away. 
But being unwilling to be the cauſe of a civil 
war, he got away from thoſe guards that the 
people ſet about him, and put himſelf into the 
hands of thoſe that were to take him. He was 
led to Nice ; and the ſame day that he went, 
there happened a fire in the great church, 
= which burnt it to the d, with the palace 
Xx Joining to it. Seven days after, one Arſacins, 
4 [ b 4 ] an 
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an old man of eighty years of age, brother to 
Nectarius, was ordained in the room of St. 
Chryſoſtom. This Arſacius furiouſly perſecu- 
ted St. Chryſoffom's friends. St. Chry/oftom tar- 
ricd not long, at Nice, but leſt it on the 1 3th of 
Fuly to go to Cucuſus, the place of his exile, 
where he arriyed in September. He endured 
much by the way, but was kindly received 
by Pieke, biſhop of the place. About the 
latter end of the year a ſhower of hail of ex- 
traordinary bigneſs did much miſchief in Con- 
fantinople; and the empreſs died ſoon after, 
St. Chiyſoſtom's friends looked upon theſe acci- 
cidents as judgments from God, for the inju- 
rious uſage he had met with. 3 


TH E patriarchs of the eaſt having declar- 
ed againſt St. Chry/oſtom, he could expect no 
relief, but from the weſtern biſhops. To pre- 
vent Innocent biſhop of Rome from eſpouſing 
his cauſe, T heophilus ſent him a letter by one 
of his readers, acquainting him with St. Chry- 
An depoſition. This being publickly 

nown at Rome, Euſebius a deacon of Con- 
ſtantinople, petitioned Innocent that he would 
ſuſpend his judgment, till he were rightly in- 
formed of the matter. Three days after came 
four biſhops, ſent by St. CHHiſoſtom, who de- 
livered Innocent a letter from him, deſiring the 
aſſiſtance both of him and the reſt of the we- 
ſtern biſhops, with another letter from, forty Mi 
biſhops and the clergy of Conſtantinople ; which 
declared that St. FohnChry/o/tomwas condemn- i 
Pn as a 
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ed unjuſtly, and without being heard. Inno- 
cent being - perſuaded that T heophilus had 
not proceeded: regularly, ſent letters of com- 
munion to St. Chiyſoſtom, as well as to the bi- 
ſhops that condemned him; and declared that 
it was requiſite to call an unexceptionable 
council both of eaſtern and weſtern biſhops. 
T heophilus afterwards ſent to Rome the acts of 
the council held againſt St. Chry/oſtom ; but 
this did not alter Innocent's reſolution, who de- 
clared that he could not refuſe communion: - 
with St. Chryſoftom, before a new council had 
condemned him. Soon after 7 heoctenus brought 
a letter from five and twenty bi ſignify- 
ing that St. Chry/oſtom had been expelled out 
of Conſtantinaple, and ſent into exile ; theſame 
was afterwards confirmed by another letter of 
fiſteen biſhops, brought by the biſhop of Apa- 
mea; and by the teſtimony of Palladius of 
Helenopolis, who was forced to flee Rome; and 
by letters from the clergy of Conſtantinople, 
which gave an account of the violences exer- 
ciſed againſt their biſhop, and the wholechurch 
of Conſtantinople. Innocent being moved with 
X theſe things writ to St. Chry/offom, and to his 
XX clergy thoſe letters which are preſerved by So- 
zomen in his hiſtory, lib. 8. c. 26. W 


St. Chryſoſtom's friends every- where publiſh- 
ed theſe letters, and wrought ſo far with Inno- 
ben, that he obtained of Honorius emperor of 
che Fe, a letter to his brother Arcadius, in 
the behalf of St. Chiſoſtom; by which he re- 
queſted 
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his brother, that a council might be 
aſſembled at '7 heſſalonica, where T heophilus 
ſhould appear as one accuſed. Three biſhops, 
two presbyters, and two deacons were deputed 
to carry this letter, with the letters of ſeveral 
weſtern biſhops written in favour of St. Chry- 
om. But theſe ies were ſtopt at Athens 
the governor, and ſent by ſea with a guard 
to Conſtantinoplie. They were not permitted 
to enter into the town, but were conveyed to 
4 caſtle in 7 hrace, where they were ſhut up. 
A counſellor of ftate, called Patricius, went 
thither to ask for the letters; they anſwered, 
that their order was not to deliver them to any 
but the emperor, and the biſhops to whom they 
were directed. Patricius withdrawing after 
this anſwer, another officer, named Valerius, 
was ſent to take them by force. The next day 
money was proffered them to admit to their 
communion Atticus, who ſucceeded Arſacius 
in the ſee of Conſtantinople. They refuſed it, 
and demanded to be ſent back. When they 
could not be made to comply, they were put 
into an old veſſel with twenty ſoldiers, that 
carried them to Lampſacus, where they ſhifted 
their veſſel, and arrived at Otranto a port of 
Calabria, twenty days after their embarking, 


and four months after their departure from 
Hah. This deputation was dated in the year 


404. In the mean time St. Chry/oftom being 
unhealthy in the place of his exile, was oblig- 
ed often to ſhift his quarters, as appears by his 
13 iſt letter. But notwithſtanding his baniſh- 
er ment 
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ment and infirmities, he ſtill ſent prieſts and 
monks to preach the goſpel among 


the Goths 
and Perſians, and to take care of the churches 


of Armenia and Phænicia; as a by his 
14th, 123d, 126th, 2096, 204th, 206th and 
207th letters. But his enemies would not let 
him be quiet, but perſuaded the emperor to 
ſend him further to Pityus, a town upon the 
— ſea: Immediately ſoldiers were ſent to 
convey him thither. The uſage which he en- 
dured, and the fatigue of the journey, ſo weak - 
ned him, that he fell ſick of a violent fever, 
which carried him off in a few-hours. In the 
place where he died, there was a church of St. 
Baſiliſcus, a martyr, where he was buried the 
43 of November 407, having been three years, 
3 three months and four and twenty days in ba- 
= niſhment ; aged ſixty years, and ten years or- 
duained biſtop of Conſtantinople, After his death 
the caſt and — were divided for ſome time 
upon his account, becauſe thoſe of the weſt re- 
uverenced his memory, and the others on the 
"XX contrary looked on him as a condemned biſhop. 
2X But aſter the death of the emperor, who out- 
lived him but five months, and of his old in- 
veterate enemy T; heophilus, the eaſtern biſhops 
began to — and his name was by general 
conſent inſerted into the Diptychs, that is to ſay 
into the regiſters of thoſe who were to be men- 
tioned with honour at the celebration of the 
= /oftom with the general characters — 
beſt ecclchailieal hiſtorians have giyen of his 
writings 


| | 


= 
£ J, 
4 
. 
4 
1 
17 
=. 


xxviii The PREFACE. 


and abilities. Monſieur Du Pin faith, 
That he handles practical ſubjects with ſuch 
ſamiliar, and yet ſolid and convincing reaſons, 
that there are no diſcourſes more capable of in- 
ſpiring notions of piety and virtue. He does 
not go about, ſaith he, as moſt preachers do, 
to ſet forth ſtudied notions, which divert the 
underſtanding, but do not conch the heart. He 
goes to the bottom of things, ſearches the ſe- 
eret folds of man's heart; and, not contented 
to have diſcovered and deſcribed vice, he be- 
gets an horror of it; he ſets forth the moſt 
1 motives to deter chriſtians from it, 
and the moſt proper means to correct it, and to 
practiſe true and ſolid virtue. He ſtretches no- 
thing too far, but diſtinguiſhes exactly the mat- 
ter of a precept from the advice therein con- 


tained: he is is neither too meek nor too ſe- 


vere: he is neither too familiar, nor keeps too 
much diſtance; never complies beyond what 
is meet, nor terrifies to diſcouragement: in a 


word, his exhortations are an excellent pattern 
of preaching to the & ene Nes B- 


fog, vol. 3. pag. 16. 


- OUR learned country-man Dr. Cave, "tis 
given an excellent character of this great fa- 
ther in the gth ſection of his life of St. Chryſo- 
5 of which the following is an abſtract. 


— Nature, fays he, had inrich'd him with 


very exquiſite Abilities and Endowments, a 


0 clear Apprehenſion, prompt Wit, acute Rea- 
ſoning, 
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* ſoning, pregnant invention, and all theſe 
n — ow! a nimble and ready Utterance. 
His juvenile education under the beſt maſters 
© of that age, had laid in a ſufficient ſtock of 
learning and philoſophy ; but he ſet himſelf 
© early to the ſtudy of theology, and to under- 
* ſtand the holy ſcriptures, and having ranſack d 
© thoſe ſacred treaſures, he gave up himſelf almoſt 
© intirely to 22 and inſtructing others. 
And had ſo happy a talent in expounding 
« ſcripture, that his judgment was accounted 
© the common ſtandard of the church, and pre- 
fert d before all the church in his time. He re- 
< bukes vice with great impartiality and ſeverity, 
© and with ſuch ſweetneſs and ſoft and 

© infinuations, that the moſt obſtinate offenders 


© could not but love and kiſs the hand that cha- 
«© ftiſed them. 


© HIS ſtyle is clear, chaſte, eaſy and elegant. 
His conceptions flow in the moſt apt, familiar, 
and int elligible expreſſions; tho when his argu- 
ment required it, he could cloath his mind with 
a more accurate eloquence. The profoundneſs 
© of his notions, the height, clearneſs, and inex- 
preſſible luſciouſneſs of his diſcourſes, the power 
and perſuaſiveneſs of his rhetorick, the ſtrange 
impetus and nervous efficacy that attend his 
reaſonings, are exceedingly applauded by one 
of his ſucceſſors, who ſays, that in compari 
of him the moſt celebrated orators of Greece 
were but children. "Twas theſe admirable fa- 
Xx © cultics that endear'd him to his contempora- 
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« ries, and render'd him venerable to all ſfuc- 
© ceeding times, and firſt fix d the title of Chry- 
© foſtom, or the Golden-mouth/ d Father npon 


him; tho' it does not appear that that title 


© was given to him ell an age or two after his 
© death. 


THE affairs of his epiſcopal cure he fol- 
© low'd with all imaginable ſolicitude and 
6 — He conſtantly attended publick 

1 preach d frequently, and in Lent 

every day. His zeal for God always tranſ- 
6 ported him beyond all conſiderations of con- 
veniency or danger; and the freedom he 
© took on this head engag d the empreſs and 
© the miniſters at court in ſo violent a 
4 — of him. | 


© HIS whole life was, in effect, a continued 
« faſt, he having from his youth ſo accuſtom d 


© himſelf to the utmoſt ſeverities of abſtinence, 


(that he had ſo far weakned nature, that no 


arts of phyſick were able to retrieve his 
c health: But for all this, he was always very 
< ready to entertain ſtrangers, and earneſtly 
<;preſs'd this duty upon others, urging, that by 
this kind of hoſpitality —— emertain d 


$i —_— unawares. 


- * 
1 


s 18 humilir was exempl plary in the miaft 
< of his accompliſhments, and the dignities he 
color When his eloquent ſermons were 
receiv d with ſhouts: and — — 
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© with ſtamping, and other expreſſions. of de- 

« light and fatisfation, (according to the hu 
© mour of that, and all foregoing ages) he 
< would ſtop and check them, That this was to 
© turn the church into a theatre; that he utter- 
© ly diflik'd ſuch commendations ; that the beſt 
© praiſe they could give him, was not to ap- 
© plaud his ſermons, but to practiſe them. 


THESE auſterities, in a vicious age, 
© brought upon him many enemies; but he 
© would not take one ſtep. out of his way to 
* gain the higheſt honours or intereſts, no not 
© to ſecure his biſhoprick, nor to ſave his life; 
© tho' *tis certain, he ſtood as fair as any man 
© to be the darling both of court, city and 
country; and a little courtlineſs and compli- 
© ance in his temper might have render d him 
perhaps, one of the greateſt favourites of his 
gage. — Thus far the excellent Dr. Cave. 


1 8 Fein LO] Sir 
Il am now to give an account of myſelf as 
na tranſlator; and here I need not take a great 
deal of pains to conyince the reader, that 1 
2X have weighed every word and ſyllable of tlie 
Creek, and that I have not put him off with a 
tranſlation from the Latin. For every one 
that is capable of reading the Greek, and com- 
Xx paring it with the Latin, might diſcover ſuch 
a diſingenuous way of / proceeding with half 
an eye; the Latin being a very weak, falſe, 
and indeed an heretical tranſlation. I muſt 
= 2wn myſelf oblig'd to it howeyer, for the di- 
| viſion 
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viſion of the two diſcourſes into chapters, and 
for marginal references to texts of ſcripture, 
which the original does not afford. But the 
inary reader cannot but know, that 


moſt ordi 
theſe things neither add to, nor take from the 


ſenſe and meaning of the author, to which 1 


Have kept very ſtrictly (tho' it may be I have 

here and there 1 out a ſentence to 
make him ſpeak Engliſb with the better grace) 
excepting a place or two where difference of 
times and cuſtoms make it abſolutely neceſſary 
to give him a modern turn. The devotions 
-which follow St. - hryſoftom's diſcourſes are of 
my own compoſing or compiling, except a 
— of St. Baſil s, and my Lord Bacon 


L have nothing more to add, but my earneſt 
requeſt to the reader, that as he hath my 
prayers, ſo he would be ſo kind as to remem- 
ber me in-his, that whilſt I do what I can to 
be ſerviceable to others, I myſelf may not be 


 acaſt=away ; that I may be among the number 


of thoſe who mourn for their ſins in this life, 
ſo as to be comforted in a better, where all tears 


ſhall be wiped from their eyes, and ſorrow and 
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B O OK I. 
3 DEMETRIUS. 
Of the Comruncrion of the HEAAr. 
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HEN 1 conſider, O bleſſed 
74 a) DEMETRIUS, how frequently 
'v | you deſire, and how vehemently 


— thing on the Compunction of the 
heart, I cannot but admire that bleſſed pu- 
rity of heart and ſoul, which I believe you 


1 to be endued with: Fe or it could neyer enter 


B into 


you importune me to write ſome- 


+ 4 


, 
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me to treat of; 
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lats the 
courſe u 


Bangs of man to defire a diſs 
ſubje&, except he had firſt 


chan“ R PF. all fodings of 2 


it, and attait's to a_generous @ 

contempt of this preſent. world. This we 
may be eaſily -convigg'd of by the beha- 
viour of thoſe who have but a little of this 
good diſpoſition in them, which you deſire 


by the- change which 
hath been ſuddenly wrought in them ; by 
their bending their courſe, without delay, 


towards heaven, and having freed them- 


ſelves from worldly cares, · as from ſo many 
trdudleſome chains and fetters, taking their 
full flight towards ſuch things as are the 
proper objects of their deſires and delight, 
and returning with the utmoſt ſpeed to their 


Firſt lane, and to their father's houſe. Such 


inſtances as theſe are not inderd very com- 


mon; but tis certain that you, my reverend 


and worthy friend, never ſuffer this divine 
flame to be extinguiſh'd, but keep it always 
alive and burning within you, Witneſs your 
ſleepleſs nights, thoſe fountains of tears, 
your eyes, and your conſtant and inereaſing 
ve of ſolitude and retirement. What ule 
therefore — any diſcourſe of i of do 
you? For ſince you reckon your felf am 
the number of thoſe who 2 upon ihe 
ground, tho” you are arrived at the higheſt 
itch of virtue, and compare your fout to a 
one, how much ſoever it ſoars om high; 
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and ſince rr 


hand, and bathe it with your tears, 
to me, Make this obdurate heart of mine 
and contrite; I want words to expr 
progreſs which you have made in un eigen, 
and thoſe divine ardours which 1 ve to 
be kindled in your breaſt. If therefore your 
intent be to rouze us from ſleep and ſlumber, 
and to entice and draw us on to the ſame 
degree of virtue that you yourſelf are al- 
ready arrived at, I cannot but admire and 
highly applaud the prudence and wiſdom of 
it. But if you are really of opinion that you 


ſhall reap any advantage by my writing, I 


cannot but ſay, that you have put me upon 


enquiring into ſuch things, as I have much 
greater occaſion-to be acquainted with than 
you have. But let your reaſons for ſetting 
me about a work of this kind, be what they 
will, I ſhall comply with your requeſt, out 
of reverence and obedience to God, that I 
may not decline any thing which his good 
providence ſeems to require of me; and on 
the account of the very great r regard and 
friendſhip which 1 am ſatisfied you have for 
me. Let me, however, deſire you to res 
com e ſo 
far as to let me have your prayers, that I 
may from henceforth lead a 
blameleſs life, and that I may produce ſome- 
thing worthy of ſo excellent a ſubject, and 
6 may 3 
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the negligent and careleſs part of the world, 
and withal, to lift up the hands that hang 
down, and the feeble knees. But where fhall 
I take my firſt riſe, and on what ſhall I found 
my diſcourſe? I think I cannot ground it 
better than on thoſe words of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, in which he laments thoſe that laugh, 
and pronounces ſuch as mourn bleſſed for 
he tells us, Matth. v. 4. that, bleſſed are they 
that mourn, for they ſhall be comforted : And, 
Luke vi. 25. he hath theſe words oe unto 
you that laugh now, for ye ſhall mourn and 
weep. And indeed we have a great deal of 
reaſon truly to hewail the time which we 
ſpend in this world, in which every attentive 
and ſerious obſeryer, muſt needs be a witneſs 
to ſuch a load of fin, and to ſuch ſcenes of 
the moſt profligate wickedneſs, that rivers of 
tears cannot but inceſſantly run down his 
eyes, becauſe men keep not, but on the con- 
trary, ſo daringly and ſo outragiouſly violate 
the law of God. To ſuch a ſtate of diſorder 
and confuſion are things now brought, that 
we can hardly perceive the leaſt footſteps of 
virtue ; and, what 1s ſtill more lamentable 
and unhappy, we do not ſcem to be ſenſible 
ourſelves of the danger hanging 'oyer our 
heads, and by conſequence do not warn and 
advertiſe others of it : But weare like a body 
that looks well to the eye, but is inwardly 
declining, by reaſon of ſome deſperate diſ- 
temper, or like thoſe that are under the diſ- 


orders 
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orders of a phrenzy or madneſs, who are not 


to be prevailed upon to be aſhamed, or to 
repent of whatever they ſay or do amiſs; 
but, on the other hand, applaud themſelves 
for it, and look upon themſelves to be wiſer 
than ſuch as are in their right ſenſes. © So 
we, when all our actions are contrary to 
ſenſe and reaſon, will not be made ſenſible 
of the diſorder we are under, of that madneſs 
and folly, by which we are prevailed upon to 
act in this manner. If the body be never ſo 
little in fault, we immediately have recourſe 
to phyſicians, and ſpare neither coſt nor pains 
till the malady which we labour under is 
removed. But tho” the ſoul be every day 
wounded, by our carnal luſts and appetites, ſet 
on fire, and hurried; hither and thither into 
dangers of all kinds, and ready to , periſh 
every Way that can be thought on, yet we 
are not under the leaſt care or concern about 
it. The reaſon is, becauſe we are all in- 
fected with this diſtemper: And as when all 
| are Janguiſhing under the fame diſorder, and 
nobody i is preſent that is free from it, to ad- 
miniſter ſuch remedies as are proper, and to 
hinder the uſe of any thing that is prejudi- 
cial; the conſequence muſt be, that all will 
ſuffer MS: = for want of being taken due 
care of; ſo ſince there is nobody amongſt us 
that is truly ſound in the faith, but all of us 
are diſorder'd more or leſs, the conſequenee 


is, that we are all careleſs and yncopgern'd 
{55 B 3 about 
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about the good and welfare of others. For 
ſhonld a man that is no chriſtian, compare 
the unaccountable and inconſiſtent lives that 
we lead, with the precepts of the goſpel, I 
queſtion whether or no he would not look 
upon us as enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, and 
ſuch as make it their chief ſtudy to act di- 
realy contrary to what our bleſſed Saviour 
hath commanded ; and in this manner wo 
pals away the time of our lives, 


CHAP. I. 


TY UT left I ſhould be thought 10 - 
, vate things too much, I ſhall uce 
ne proofs of what I ſay from the com- 
mands of Chrift himſelf, It was ſaid, ſaith 
he, 111 time, 7 hon ſhalt not kill; 
but T ſay unto you, 7 hat whoſoever is angry 
; op you — thout a Cauſe ſhall be in 
er of the judgment; and whoſoever ſhall 
75 his — 2 Racha, ſhall be in N of 
the council; bia whoſoever ſhall ſay, 7 hou fool, 
ſhall be in danger of hell fire x. Theſe things 
hath our bleſſed Saviour commanded, but we 
trample this law of his under our feet more 
than even infidels and unbelievers, and daily 


Erd. . Deut. v. Marth. v. 
8 attack 
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attack our brethren with an infinite number 
of reproaches ; and, which is ſtill more ridie 
gulous, whilft we make uſe of ſome caution 
in our diſcourſe, and abuſe no man by eals 
ling him fool, we think our ſelves ſafe, how 
frequently ſoever we aſſault him With 
more bitter reproaches in another manner; as 
if our bleſſed Saviour had only threstned 10 
puniſh the uſe of this particular werd. Buy 
we are very much miſtaken if we imagine 
that he intended any thing lels than to rae 
ſtrain us from all reproachful language whate 
ſoeyer; as appears very pleiply from what 
St. Paul faith 1 Cor. vi. g, 10. Be noi dicgived ; 
neither fornicatory, nor igdelaters, nor adlearers 
nor effeminats, nor abyſers of themſelves wit 
mankind, nor tbiauss, nor couetous, nor Arunks 
ards, nor revilers, nor artortioners, ſhell inherit 
the kingdom of God. And if he that calls 
his brother fool ſhall be eſteemed worthy of 
damnation, to how hat a part of hell thell 
he be condemned that calls him an eviledoer, 
an envious, in/ignificent and vainglorious pers 
ſen, or loads him with 8 multitude of rg» 
proaches of the like nature? Bus be tha 
only calls his brother fool or rachs ſhall come 
off with a lighter puniſhment, The Reaſon 
why our bleſſed Lord takes notice of this in» 
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to hell, much more ſhall ſich as are more 
grievous and more intolerable, do the fame. 
But if any man ſhall imagine that there is a 
figure called hyperbole made uſe of in this 
place, by which 'we expreſs things with 
greater vehemence than the nature of them 
doth in ſtrictneſs require; for I have known 
ſome, who have heen of opinion, that fuch 
perſons as call their brother fool or racha are 
only threatned to be puniſhed in terrorem, as 
. we ule to ſpeak, or for no other end than to 
keep people in awe; I anſwer, that they 
hereby open a gap for adalterers, abuſers of 
themſelves with - mankind, effeminate perſons 
and idolaters," to eſcape at, and to avoid the 
puniſhment which it hath pleaſed God to de- 
nounce againſt them. For if he hath threat- 
ned evil-ſpeakers with no other defign'than to 
keep them in awe, how will it be made ap- 
pear that he hath threatned thoſe other ſin- 
ners for any other end? ſo that if this rea- 
ſoning be purſued cloſe, it will prove, that 
God will make no difference betwixt one ſort 
of men and another, and ſo the kingdom of 
God, or dur obligation to obey his laws, is 
entirely at an end. But - you'll object, per- 
haps, againſt this way of arguing, by asking 
me, Whether the evil- ſpeaker ſhall be condem- 
ned with the adulterer, the covetous 
and the idolater? Whether he ſhall be forced 


to undergo the ſame ſort of = uniſhment, as 
to the quantity and quality of it, I ſhall not 


at 
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at this time enquire, but that he ſhall be ba- 
niſhed the kingdom of heaven as well as 
they, is plain from what St. Paul, or rather 
Chriſt himſelf, by him, hath- told us, Viz, 
That neither he nor they ſhall inherit 'the 
kingdom of God, 2 Coy. xiii. 22. But this 
is not the only rock on which men have been 
caſt away: they have made a ſhift to ſerve 
_ other commandments in the ſame manner, 
and have at length believed that every thing 
which, 'tis ſaid, will come to paſs hereafter, 
is nothing but hyperbole, or what is threatned 
with no other deſign than to keep us to our 
_ - wang the leaſt ner to inflict 1 it. 

ä ti 
25 BUT the perſacding us, that theſe things 
are only written to awe and territy us, and 
that there is no truth or reality in them, is 4 
deluſion of the devil's, in order to harden 
ſuch of us againſt the fear of God's Judg- 
ments, and future puniſhments, as are incli- 
nable to love him, and are touched with com- 
punction for our ſins. He poſſeſſes idle and 
ſlothful ſouls with ſuch ſtrong deluſions, :'as 
will ſerve to flacken' their diligence for 
the preſent, but will certainl wp con- 
futed at the day of judgment, w 
tance will be to no purpoſe. For * will 
it ſignify to him that is now ſeduced from the 
performance of his duty, to underſtand his 
error, when” the time for repentance is ex- 
3 Let us not therefore vainly deceive 
ourſelves, 


N 
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ourſelves, nor be decoycd into fin, nor fuf- 
3 


us. For we muſt expect to be puniſh+ 
ed, in the moſt tertible manner imaginable, 
ſor pl. Thi as well as for — — 
ineredulity we are peaking » 
— from a defire of freeing ourſelves 
. — obey the 
5 
ve certain 
— and withal to get rid of the 
fear of future puniſhments, and the trouble» 
ſome reproofs of our conſciences, we endea- 
your to work ourſclyes up to a belief, that 
what we are afraid of ſuffering hereafter, is 
nothing but deluſion, and fo in eſſect plunge 
durſelves headlong into hell, whilſt we are 
Kriving to disbelieve its torments ; like men 
na — fever who plunge themſelves in- 
to cold water, but are ſo far from getting rid 
of their diſtemper n 
cauſe it to redouble its yiolence, 80 We, 
when ſtung with remorſe — he for 
our fins, are obliged to throw ourſelves into 
this gulf of error and deluſion, vis. to he- 
lieve her Gick things as are denounced againſt 
finners will not be execnted upon them, that 
ln eee ey 
uncaſineſs or controul. 
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of our brethren S = but 
alſo with thoſe that iu gents 


— — r angry wi 

leaſt z Sun d the fear-of 
man influence us mere than the fear of God, 
And is there any room for to hope for fa 
vation, — naglect and deſpiſe the 
commands of God ? Wi 'hath our bleſſed 
Saviour ed of us that s cithar grievous 
2 ee gs 
nme 
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to bear the cauſcleſs unger of another. 

or in the laſt inſtanee, thequarrel is hatched 
, in the former, the flame i 
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ſubſtantial proof of his very great prudence 
and wiſdom; but tis no great matter to do 
the other, that i is, to abſtain from cauſeleſs, 


5 — ked anger. | 


TT AND when the fear of man hath ſo great 
| —— us, as to make us do a 
great deal, but the fear of God is not ftrong 
| to make us do the leaſt thing imagi- 
nable, conſider how great a degree of pu- 
niſhment we have render d ourſelves obnoxi- 
ous to. Vou are therefore not only to eſteem 
— On as your brother, 
but alſo your very ſervant; — according to 
the ner" wr In „ Chri Jeſus there is neither 
bond nor free; ſo that if we are angry even 
with our ſervants without a cauſe, we ſhall 
tranſgreſs this rule. Our ſervant is our bro- 
ther, and is honoured with the ſame liberty, 
and made a partaker of the ſame ſpirit of 
truth with ourſelves. Let me now. enquire 
after that man that can ſhew us a life untaint- 
ed with the vices of evil-ſpeaking, unrea- 
ſonable and cauſeleſs anger; nay, let me 
have the man produced, I do not ſay that is 
ſeldom guilty of theſe ſins, but ſuch. an one 
as-is, not conſtantly addicted to them. As 
long as this is the caſe, as long as we are 
guilty of theſe ſins, how can e expect to 
pe the puniſhment that is denounced 
— them, tho it ſhould appear that we do 
not e commit them? So likewiſe if 
an a 
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a thief or a fornicator ſhall ſteal, or commit 
fornication but once; and tho' they'are not 
audacious enough to repeat their fin often ; 
yet they ſhall not be forgiven upon this ac- 
count, but ſhall be puniſh'd eternally, be- 
cauſe they dared to be guilty of it at all. As 
to what follows in the chapter before referr'd 
to, viz. Matth. v. what unbelicyer is there 
that would not look upon it as a fable, when 
he ſees what care we take to negle& and 
trample it under foot? For God himſelf hath 
inſtructed us in the following manner; If 
thou bring thy gift to the 7575 and there re- 
member that thy brother hath ought againſ# 
thee ; leave there thy gift before the altar, 
and go thy way, firſt be reconciled to thy bro= 
ther, and then come and offer thy gift, ver. 
23, 24. But we approach God's altars at the 
ſame time that we are inflamed againſt each 
other, and with deceit and diſſimulation in 
our hearts and behaviour; and tho' it hath 
pleaſed God to be ſo deſirous of our recon- 
ciliation, as to ſuffer his own ſacrifice and 
ſervice to remain unfiniſh'd, and to be de- 
ferr'd 'till our hatred and anger againſt one 
another is appeaſed, yet we run on in a head- 
long manner, we deſpiſe the work of recon- 
ciliation, and continue our animoſities for a 
long time together. For our Saviour hath 
not only threatned to puniſh thoſe that retain 
their anger a great while, but alſo thoſe that 
4 | 7 neglect 
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— and e this angry and injur'd 


brethren. 


"RESENTMENT undoubted! be- 
longs to thoſe that are whur'd, but tis not 
ealily to be imagin d howehe that does the 
can be ca of; it, inaſmuch as he 
hath nothing to complain of. For this reaſon, 
. therefore, he, brings the that is free 
from anger to him that is injur d, thereby 
intimating, tnat the former is more liable to 
ent than the latter, becauſe twas he 
that firſt laid the foundation of the quarrel, 
and of the fin. But we have not ſo learnt 
Chriſt, as to proceed in this method; but on 
the contrary, we grieve our brethren for the 
fake of the mereſt trifles in nature, and then, 
as if we had done no harm, we neglect and 
forget thoſe that we have made ſotrowful, 
and take no care to put an end to the diffe- 
rences we have occaſion d, tho' they are of 
a very long continuance, not conſidering that 
the longer we ſuffer the injuries we have 
done to cur neighbours to go without ſatis- 
faction, and the longer we delay to remove the 
grief that we have occaſioned, the greater in 
proportion will the puniſhment” be which we 
ſhall fuffer for it hereafter, and that a recon- 
ciliation will hereby be renderd much more 
difficult than it would have otherwiſe been. 
For where we have friendſhip, tis no caſy 
matter for any thing that tends to make 


breaches 
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dreaches and diviſions, to have any influence 
over us, or indeed to obtain the leaſt credit 
with us; ſo likewiſe when we are 
in broils and quarrels, every thing is done 
with the greateſt eaſe i — 4 — that is for 
the purpoſe of ſuch men as are bent upon 
provoking and injuring one another ; all the 
good that is ſaid of an adverſary we com- 
monly disbelieve, but the evil that we hear 
of him we as readily admit to be true. For 
theſe reaſons our bleſſed Saviour hath com- 
manded us to leave our gift before the altar, 
and to be reconciled to our brother before 
we offer it, that we may from hence learn 
that if a reconciliation is not to be neglected 


gat this time, much leſs is it at others. We 


have indeed a form of godlineſs, but we di- 
ſtinguiſh away the power of it. We ſalme 
one another at the time that we offer our giſt, 
but we do this for the moſt part with our 
lips and mouth only. But this is not what 
our bleſſed Saviour intended; no, tis fach a 
friendſtup, and ſuch a ſatutation, as 
very heart and ſon! that be hath 


from the 
commanded us to have for, and to give to 
our acighbour. This is the true falutation, 


but the other way of being reconciled to our 
brethren, is only acting a part; tis hypocriſy, 
and doubtleſs offenſive to Almighty God. 
For the love that he ires of us 31 
firm and hearty, and not that which we ge- 
nerally haye for our neighbour, the ſhadow 
Te | or 
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or ſnew of it without any ſubſtanee, power 

or efficacy, which is an indication of the ini- 

quities we are corrupted with. For becauſe 
iniguity ſhall abound, ſaith our bleſſed Lord, 
the love of many ſhall wax cold. 


AD this we do, even we who are com- 
manded not to be angry, and to have no 
enemies at all, or at leaſt to put an end to 
our anger before the ſetting of the ſun ; Let 
not the ſtun go down upon your wrath, ſaith 
St. Paul, Ephel. iv. 26. But we ſtop not 
here, we lay traps and ſnares for one another, 
and by our words and actions bite and de- 
vour thoſe that are members of our own 
body, which deſerves no better character 
than that of downright madneſs. For tis 
by ſuch ſymptoms as theſe, that we diſtin- 
guiſh thoſe that are poſſeſſed by the devil, 
and mad, from other men. I ſay nothing 
of thoſe other precepts, which relate to our 
behaviour towards our enemies, to unlaw- 
ful luſt, laſcivious or wanton looks or 
glarices, or ſuch a ſort of love or friendſhip 
as is unwarrantable, and of eyil conſequence. 
For a right eye, and a right hand, ſignify 
nothing elſe but ſuch things as pleaſe us 
indeed, but pleaſe us to our hurt. But as 
to thoſe ' precepts which relate to conjugal 
duties, how ſhamefully do too many of us 
tranſgreſs them, and trample them under our 


feet? n vn 
2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


UCH precepts as forbid ſwearing I am 
aſhamed to ſpeak of, not only on the 
account of oaths, but alfo on the account 
of perjury. For if it be a crime and a 
breach of a commandment to ſwear, what 
ſhall we ſay of perjury ? What claſs or ſort 
of ſins ſhall we place it in? If what is more 
than yea and nay cometh of evil, from whence 
can what is worſe than even that, be derived? 
What ſhall we ſay to thoſe other commands 
of our bleſſed Saviour, Matt. v. 29, &c. 
W hoſoever ſhall ſmite thee on ar right cheek, 
turn to him the other alſo. And if any man 
will ſue thee at the law, and take away t 
coat, let him have thy cloak alſo. And whoſo- 
ever ſhall compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and 
from him that would borrow of thee, turn not 
thou away ? On the account of eyery one of 
theſe we have reaſoͤn to let. rivers of tears 
run down our eyes, and to cover ourſelves with 
confuſion as with a garment, 10 directly con- 
trary is our behaviour to all of them. 


WE ſpend all our time in law-ſuits, in fight- 
ing, quarrelling and brawling, anddo not bear 
the ſlighteſt injury, howſoever we receive it, 
whether by words or actions. But the leaft 

T4 C provocation 
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yocation ſtirs us up to revenge, as if we 
— ſo many wild ads in the ſhape of 
men. If you can produce ſome that have 
given a great deal to the poor, and have af- 
terwards fallen into contempt becauſe of their 
poverty, and have endured a great many in- 
conveniencies, ſuch inftances are very rarely 
to be met with, and very eaſily number'd. 
Now if you produce ſome few that have 
done this, will you ſhew me thereby ſuch a 
philoſopher as the goſpel requires. The life 
of ſuch an one muſt be yet more ſpiritual : 
For he that gives what he hath, is by no 
means to be put upon a level with thoſe who 
are plundered of all they have, and yet bear 
it patiently. But why do I ſay bear it 
tiently ? For Chriſt hath required ſomething 
of us of a higher, and more exalted nature ; 
ſo far is he from permitting thoſe that are 
injured, to be angry with ſuch as injure them, 
that he not only forbids us to be diſturbed at 
the taking away of our goods, but com- 
mands us to give them what they have not 
taken ; that our long-ſuffering and diſpoſi- 
tion to hear whateyer miſchief they can do 
us, may appear to be greater than their mad- 
neſs and propenſity to do it. For when he 
that endeavours to do an injury finds the per- 
ſon, for whom it is intended, more ready to 
ſuffer it than he is to infli& it, and more 
willing to part with what he hath, than he 
himſelf is to take it; when he hath ny I 
2 #7 7 A ; 7 
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ſay, the baſeneſs of his own temper, and 
the virtue and magnanimity of his abuſed 
neighbour in one view, ſuch a virtue and 
magnanimity as induces him to glory in ſuffer- 
ing injuries of this kind, how barbarous and 
inhuman ſoeyer he may be, he'll be aſhamed 
and bluſh at his neighbour's goodneſs and pa- 
tience ; he'll abhor himſelf, and repent of 
Wwe he hath done. 


BUT I am now talking of a man, whoſe 
character I ſee deſcribed in the holy ſerip- 
tures, but I cannot find the man whoſe pra- 
ice comes up to it. 1 — wher 
a man that hath received an injury, and born 
it with patience, becauſe he could not per- 
haps revenge it, but ſuch an one as is patient 
towards ſuch injurious perſons as he is upon 
a level with, and ſuch as he could oblige to 
give him ſatisfaction, and patient to ſuch a 
degree as not to oppoſe the greedineſs of an 
injurious perſon, and to give him more than 
he deſires. They that give willingly, I ſay, 
muſt extend their patience and long- ſuffering 
to thoſe that deprive them of =o they 
have, tho' they have it in their power to re- 
dreſs or avenge themſelves: But our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour hath been pleaſed to require ſome- 
thing of us that is yet of a more exalted na- 
ture, and bordering upon perfection. He 
hath commanded us to place ſuch as uſe us 


in a this manner, and injure us in our goods, 
L 6 3 OUT 
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our bodies, and every thing elſe, among the 
number of our friends, and our trueſt friends 
too. For he not only ſaith, Give to him that 
plunders and depri ves thee of what thou haſt, 
but love him with a hearty and fincere af- 
fection. And to ſhew how willing he was 
that we ſhould do good to ſuch an one, he 
adds this, even this, Pray for thoſe that de- 
ſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you; to teach 
us, that we are to do them good in ſuch a 
manner, as we uſe to do for none beſides 
ſuch as we have the tendereſt regard, and 
the moſt hearty affection for. And left we 
ſhould imagine theſe words are not to be un- 
derſtood in a ſtrict and literal ſenſe, and ; mg 


by permit the devil to lead us into a mpſt 

icious and fatal error, he aſſigns a reaſon 
for this doQrine, in the 46th verſe of this 
chapter, via. Mat. v. For if ye love them 
which love you, what reward have ye © Do not 
even publicans the ſame ? And if you ſalute 
your brethren only, what do you more than others? 
Do not even the publicans ſo ? * Since 
therefore we differ nothing as to this parti- 


| 


the greek teſtaments I have by 
de danalopiry vuds, ſuch a; 
THA\wrai, publicans, he puts 78 
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ticular from the publicans and heathens, how 
great reaſon have we to be ſorrowful, and to 
fall flat upon our faces ? And would to God 
that this were all that we have to complain 
of; for we are now ſo far from loving our 
enemies, that we are averſe to, and hate our 
very friends. For to detract from, or take 
away any man's character or reputation by 
actions or by words, is playing the part of 
ſuch as are his bitter enemies, and reſtleſs 
adverſaries. So that I do not ſay we don't 
differ from heathens, but that in this reſpect 
we are much worſe than they are. Chriſt 
hath commanded us to pray for thoſe that de- 
ſpitefully uſe us and perſecute us, but we 
ſurround them with traps and ſnares ;' and 
tho' we are commanded to bleſs thoſe that 
curſe us, yet we requite them with an infi- 
nite number of curſes in lieu of thoſe which 
we' have received of them, What greater 
oppoſition can we make againſt our great 
Law-giver, and all his commandments ? 


AS to the prevalence of vain-glory, 
which our bleſſed Saviour hath endeavoured 
by his precepts to root out and to deſtroy, 
and we on the other hand to nourtſh and 
preſerve, ſubmitting ourſelves to its govern- 
ment and direction, not only in our pray ers, 
our faſts, and relief of the poor, but in every 
thing elſe, and chooſing above all things to 
be captivated by its trifling and gaudy out- 

C 3 ſide, 
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fide, to comply with all its fooleries : as fo 
this, I ſay, ſince tis ſo manifeſt to all men, 
I forhear to enlarge upon it, and content my 
ſelf with having mentioned fo copious and 
extenſive a ſubject of diſcourſe: only thus 
far I ſhall obſerve in general, that men have 
given themſelves up to the laſt degree of 
diſobedience to the laws of God, and that 
they do not ſo much as obey one of them. 
And they that are in ſome meaſure willing 
to obey ſome of his commandments, turn 
what they do into ſin, as long as they are 
unwilling to free themſelves from the chains 
and fetters of eee 170 


THAT a man cnnnot be ſaid to have 
done a real act of charity, purely becauſe he 
gives to ſuch as deſire to be relieved by him, 
and that if he does it out of oſtentation, he's 
no better than one that hath given nothing. 
Thus doth that wicked one get us all, and in 
every manner that can be thought on, into 
his net; and if any be ſo happy as to 
eſcape this dreadful ſnare, ſo as to be reſtrain- 
ed for ſome time within the compaſs of 
his duty, he's in danger of falling into this 
ſin of vyain-glory, which is the greater and 
worſe fall of the two. For this fin, what- 
ever the effects of it may be, is not only of 
dangerous conſequence to us in itſelf, but 
leads us into * 
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I have alſo known thoſe who have had no 
other motives to induce them to relieve the 
poor, than theſe : they have done it becauſe 
they have had a kindneſs for the perſon. they 
have given to, or to get rid of his importu- 
nity, or the lhe 3 but without being influ- 
enced by the fear of God, or having any re- 
gard to his commandment. 70 80 


THERE being therefore ſo many, i 
to corrupt our beſt actions, how can it be 
otherwiſe than difficult to be ſaved, when we 


have ſo many obſtacles and oma in our 
way? | | 
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ð to that petition in the Lord's 8 
Forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 

m that treſpaſs againſt us ; who. is there 
8 can ſay this with that freedom that he 
ought ? F or tho we do not hurt, or injure 
our enemies, yet the breach that our enmity 
hath made betwixt us, remains, and there's no 
healing of .it. For our bleſſed Saviour not 
only expects that we ſhould forgive them, 
but alſo that we ſhould reckon you 20g 
the number of our chief friends, And 'tis 


for t this reaſon that he hath eyen commanded 
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us to pray for them. For if we do them no 
injury, yet if we turn away our eyes, and 
do not care to ſee them, tis a certain ſign 
that the old grudge is rankling within us, 
and we are far from having performed the 
commandment which our blefſed Saviour 
hath laid upon us. With what face therefore 
doſt thou pray to God to forgive thee, when 
thou art not as yet reconciled to thoſe who 
have offended thee. According to that of the 
wiſe man, Eccleſjafticus xxviii. 3, 4, 5. One 
man beareth hatred againſt another, and doth 
be ſeek pardon from th a ? He ſbeweth no 
mercy to a man which is like himſelf ; and doth 
he ask forgiveneſs of his own fins ? If he that 
is but fleſh nouriſh hatred, who will entreat for 
pardon of his ſins ? I could willingly break 
off here, and forbear to add what I am going 
to ſay, I am fo much aſhamed, and bluſh to 
proceed further. For the continuation of 
this diſcourſe will more fully lay open the 
war which we wage, and the enmity which 
we proclaim againſt the commandments of 
Chriſt. But what will my filence ſignify, 
whilſt our actions ſo loudly proclaim our re- 
bellion againſt Him that will judge us for 
them, and from whom no ſecrets are hid. 
For as to that precept — Lay not up for your 
ſelves treaſures upon earth, but lay up for your 
ſebves treaſures in heaven, there are but v 
few that obſerve it as they ought. The ge- 
neralify” of the world, as if they had been, 
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inſtructed in a quite contrary manner, and 
commanded to lay up treaſures upon earth, 
have, as it were, given over all purſuits aſter 
heavenly things, and are clung faſt to 
the things of this world, and are even 
madly intent upon heaping up riches. They 
hate God, and are in love with Mammon. 


AS to that precept which forbids us t0 
take thought for the morrow, ſo little is our 
faith, our truſt, and confidence in God, that 
I know of no- body that liſtens to, or 
it, and therefore I ſhall paſs it hy, like 2 
man that hides his face, and is aſhamed- to 
ſpeak. For tis our duty to rely upon what 
our bleſſed Saviour tells us, tho we have no- 
thing but his bare word for it. But we are 
now ſo far from doing this, that we cannot 
be brought to it by the moſt: convincing and 
unexceptionable reaſons which he hath been 
pleaſed to offer, and thoſe examples of the 
fowls of the air, and the graſs of the feld, 
which he hath produced, in order to 
a more eaſy reception for his doctrine. But 
like the gentiles, or perhaps with leſs faith, 
and leſs dependance upon God's Providence 
than they had, we are pierced through, and 
indeed quite eaten up with the cares of this 
world, Nay, we lay out all our care and di- 
ligence-upon ſuch things as we are not ſo 
much as commanded to pray for. 


BUT, 
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BUT, as I ſaid before, I am aſhamed. to 
ſay any thing more of this commandment. 
I proceed therefore to what our bleſſed Sa- 
viour ſaith immediately after, viz. Mat. vii. 1. 
if ſo be that Imay find a little comfort there. 
And what are the words which follow this 
commandment, and are contained in the chap- 
ter and verſe now referrd to? Why * 
words are theſe, Fudge not, that qe be no 
judged. I was in hopes, as I faid, to — 
found ſome comfort, after having been ſo 
grievouſly put to the bluſh, But, alas ! I find 
a great addition to the ſhame which I have 
been already obliged to undergo. For if 
we had no — ſin, this alone — be ſuf- 
ficient to condemn us to the loweſ? hell. So 
bitter are we when we fit as judges upon 
other mens ſins. But the beams which are 
in our own eyes we take care to avoid the 
fight of, and ſpend our whole lives in ſearch- 
ing critically: after, and into the faults and 
actions of others, and in g cenſures up- 
on them. And ſo very much does this pra- 
ctice prevail, that there is not a man to be 
found, either among the laity, monks, or 
clergy, that is free © from it, notwithſt 

the puniſhment which God hath threatned to 
inflict on us for it. For with what judgment 
ye judge, faith he, ye ſhall be judged : and with 
what meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to 


m _ And as this paniſhment 1 is 10 or” 
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ſo it is to be obſerved that this ſin hath no 
pleaſure attending it, and that all of us run 
after. and court it, as if we laboured and 
ſtrove to go to hell, not by one way, = 


by many; and that we fail of perform 
not only that part of our duty which 1s moſt 
difficult, but alſo that which is moſt eaſy, 
tranſgreſſing the one as much as we do the 
other, and ſhewing manifeſtly that our diſ- 
obedience is not owing to the difficulty of 
obeying the commandments of God, but to 
our own refractory diſpoſition and habitual 
contempt of his authority. For I would fain 
know what difficulty there is in abſtaining 
from being buſy in other mens matters, and 
fling — upon the fins of our neigh- 
bours? On the other hand, what trouble do 
we give ourſelves in meddling with, and 
judging others? And who would believe, 
when he is told it, that tis mere ſloth and 
obſtinacy that is the occaſion of our diſobe- 
dience; that when it hath pleaſed God to 
command ſuch things as are caſy and agree» 
able to ſuch as are willing to obey him; but 
hath forbidden ſuch things as are full of dif» 
ficulty, labour and trouble, we reject thoſe 
which he hath commanded, and do thoſe 
which he hath forbidden ? And will not our 
enemies, do we think, ſay, that we fin out 
of downright poſition to him ? Eſpecially 
fince he himſelf hath been pleaſed to declare 
that his commandments haye nothing _— 
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chat is grievous or troubleſome. Take 
yoke upon you, ſaith he, for my yoke is eaſy, 
and my burden is light. But we, by an unac- 
countable flothfulneſs of temper, make ſuch 
things as are eaſy, ſeem difficult and burden- 
ſome. For 'tis jooked upon by a very ſloth- 
ful and lazy perſon to be a burden to him 
to take the pains to eat and drink what nature 
requires for the ſupport of life. But on the 
other hand, the diligent and induſtrious do 
wonders, ſo far are they from being diſcou- 
raged by by fancied and imaginary difficulties, 
Tis likewiſe as true, that ſuch as we are 
complaining of apply themſelves with too 
much reſolution to ſome things that are diffi- 
cult, tho' they are very negligent and remiſs 
with relation to ſuch things as are very eaſy. 
For there's nothing, ah ! nothing, which a 
very ſluggiſh diſpoſition will not repreſent 
as ex y grievous and troubleſome, 
how eafy and practicable ſoever it may be in 
reality. 80 diligence, and inclination to do 
a thing, make that very eaſy, which is in its 
nature difficult and laborious. For I would 
fain know what can be more grievous than 
to be daily expoſed to dangers, and to ſuch 
too as threaten us with death? But 
even this St. Paul hath declared to be light 
and eaſy, 2 Cor. iv. 17. where he tells us, 
T hat our light afflition, which is but for a 


e weight of glory, For if a thing be 
naturally 


moment, worketh for us a more exceeding — 
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naturally grievous, yet tis made eaſy by 
the hopes of a future reward. Which is the 
reaſon aſſign'd by the apoſtle for the 
of what he ſays in the beginning of the next 
verſe in theſe words W hile we look not at 
the things which are ſeen, but at the things 
which are not ſeen: | 


as” = — — — — 
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UT to proceed to ſome other of our 

blefled Saviour's precepts ; Give not, 
taith he, that which is 5 unto the dogs, 
neither caff ye your pearls before fewine, Mat. vii. 
6. This is what our Saviour hath delivered 
among the reſt of his commandments. But 
we have been ſo unaccountably vain, as to 
tranſgreſs it, by careleſsly admitting ſuch 
men as are enemies to all that is good, infi- 
dels, and the moſt profligate of mankind, to 
partake of the ſacred myſteries of our reli 
gion, laying open to them the whole of chri- 
/tianity, before we have made them give us 
any reaſonable proof of their being furniſhed 
with the moſt eaſy and common parts of 
knowledge, and admitting ſuch to the moſt 
awful and inmoſt receſſes, which are hardly 
fit to be ſuffered to enter the very porches 
of our temples. And by this means ſome 


of 
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of theſe imperfe& chriſtians preſently fall 
away, and commit all manner of wickedneſs. 


WE ſhut our eyes likewiſe againſt this 
commandment (which will one day or other 
be the occaſion of the utmoſt horror to us, 
as well as. others) when we partake of the 
eternal myſteries of our religion (as we often 
do) without either purity or modeſty. But 
to proceed ; Any man that hath his eyes open, 
may ſee, that not only the commandments al- 
ready mentioned, but alſo thoſe which fol- 
low in this diſcourſe of our bleſſed Saviour's 
before referr'd to, are tranſgreſſed, and 
trampled upon daily by every one of us. 
Whatſoever je would that men ſhould do to 
you, faith he, do ye even ſo to them; but 
we don't care to ſuffer any of thoſe things 
which we do to others. He hath command- 
ed us to enter in at the firait gate, but all of 
us ſeek for the wide one. 'That the men of 
this world ſhould do this, is no wonder: 
But tis very ſtrange and amazing, that ſuch 
as ſeem to be crucify'd to the world, ſhould do 
it more than they. But tis even yet more 
ſtrange, that ſuch as have betaken themſelves 
to a monaſtick way of living, ſhould almoſt 
to a man do the ſame, that as ſoon as they 
are called upon to undertake ſome particular 
miniſtry, they ask an hundred queſtions, in 
order to be ſatisfied whether it is like to- be, 

| or whether it may be, made eaſy and agreeable 
to 
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to them? And whether the perſon that re- 
quires them to undertake it, believes that he 
could make it ſo to himſelf? Let me ask 
thee, O man ! when thou art commanded to 
walk in the narrow way, doſt thou enquire 
after ref} and eaſe * And when thou art or- 
dered to enter in at the frait gate, doſt thou 
look out for the wide one © What can be 
worſe than ſuch perverſeneſs as this is? But 
that I may not be looked upon as an accuſer 
of other men only, I will ſay ſomething of 
my ſelf, and confeſs that when I began to 
diſlike living in the city, I had thoughts of 
entering into a monaſtery ; I was exceeding] 
folicitous and anxious on the account of 
things as I judged neceſſary for my ſubſi- 
ſtence. My care was to know how I ſhould 
be ſupphed ? And whether it would be poſ- 
fible for me to eat my daily bread ? And whe- 
ther I ſhould have it re and agreeable to my 
taſte and palate © Or whether I ſhould meet 
with one that would compel me to make uſe 
of the ſame oil, both for my lamp and for my 
food © Whether I ſhould not be obliged to 
live upon pul/e or peaſe ? And finally, whe- 
ther I ſhould not be confined to hard labour, 
to digging, to carrying of wood and water, and 
the like? Thus my chief, and, in a manner, 
my only care, was for my eaſe, The mini- 
ſters or chief officers of princes, and ſuch 
as are entruſted with publick employments, 
neyer trouble themſelyes about any * 
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this nature, if ſo be that the buſineſs they are 
employed inbe , likely to bring them ſome tem- 
225 advantage. And for the ſake of this, they 
ve courage to endure any thing, and are 
daunted neither by labours nor dangers, nei- 
ther by indignities nor difficulties, neither 
by long j — nor by a long continuance 
in a ſtrange land, neither by injuries or ca- 
lumnies, neither by the change of time, nor 
the frequent hazard of miiling their expecta- 
tions, nor untimely deaths, nor being ſepa- 
rated from their friends, their wives and 
children, nor indeed by any thing elſe, how 
difficult, how laborious, how hazardous and 
erous ſoever it may be, but being hur- 
ried on by the love and deſire of wealth, they 
patiently endure whatſoever they think leads 
towards it, and is a means to procure it. 
But we who are not in queſt of the earth un- 
der our feet, but of heaven, and the good things 
which are there, which neither eye hath ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither have enter d into the 
heart of man to conceive, are ſolicitous about 
our caſe. Sowretchedly ſoft and effeminate 
are we in compariſon of theſe men. What 
doſt thou ſay, O man? Doſt thou endeavour 
after heaven, and hope to receive a kingdom 
there? And doſt thou enquire whether there 
be any thing difficult in the way? And art 
thou not aſhamed, doſt thou not bluſh at 
this, and hide thy ſelf in the duſt? Doſt thou 


not * at, and deſpiſe all the difficulties 
that 


SWS EA PENIT EN 33 
that ever happened to mankind from the be- 
ginning of the world, to this preſent time, 
revilings, injuries, indignities, calumnies, the 
ſword, fire, war, wild beaſts, drowning, fa- 


| eſs, Ne. But, on the 


mine, contrary, 
conſtantly trouble thyſelf about 


doſt 


theſe things? What can be more womaniſb, 
more mean, more deſpicable, than ſuch a 
ſneaking ſpirit as this is? For I not only ſay, 


that a man that is animated with the deſire 


of heavenly things, ſhould not enquire and 


ſeek after eaſe, but likewiſe, that he ſhould 
not accept of it, when it is in his power to 
obtain it. And is it not abſurd, that whilſt 
ſuch as place their affections on improper ob- 
jects, are ſo much devoted to them, that 


they give themſelves up entirely to them, 


and place their whole delight in them, and 
_ eſteem nothing beſides, pleaſant and agreea- 
ble; yet we who have ſet ours on ſuch ob- 


jets as we ought, and are influenced by a 
more ſublime and heavenly ſort of love, 
ſhould be ſo far from ſlighting our eaſe when 


we have it, as to ſearch after, and be ſolici- 


tous about it, when we haye it not ? 


| * 
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CHAP, VII. 


ONE of us, my dearly beloved bro- 
ther, have daily thirſted after the joys 
and happineſs of heaven; for if we had, 
thoſe things which we look upon as diffi- 
culties, would be eſteemed as nothing, and 
unworthy, of any thing but contempt. He, 
therefore, that ſets his heart upon the things 
of this preſent world, is thought unworthy 
of a proſpe of what ſhall be hereafter ; but 
he that deſpiſes them, and eſteems them as 
nothing better than a ſhadow or dream, 
ſhall eaſily obtain thoſe good, thoſe ſpiritual 
things, which ſhall be hereafter. And when 
we .are, indeed, endued with ſuch a degree 
of goodneſs, tis like fire among thorns ; tis 
of ſuch efficacy, that if it find a man beſet 
with never ſo many evils, and encompaſſed 
by never ſo many fins, and with his luſts 
kindled and flaming within him, and hurried 
hither and thither by an immoderate purſuit 
of worldly buſineſs, it immediately drives 
them away from the ſoul, as it were, with 
a ſcourge, as our bleſſed Saviour drove the 
r and them that ſold doves, out 

the temple : And as light duſt cannot ſtand 
fore the force of a violent wind, ſo a mul- 
titude of unreaſonable luſts and appetites, 


cannot keep off the force of compunction 
SM. <-> « (1 when 
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when it begins its attacks; but they diſap- 
pear, and are ſcattered before it ſooner than 
duſt or ſmoke before the wind: for if that 
love which is not of a ſpiritual, but carnal 
nature, ſo far enſlaves the mind, as to draw 
it off from all other objects, and ſubject it to 
the dominion and tyranny of one, how much 
more ſhall the love of Chriſt, and the fear of 
being alienated from him, have an influence 
and power over us? For as tis difficult, 
or rather impoſſible, for fire and water to 
mix together, ſo neither, in my opinion, can 
luxury and compunction of heart: for theſe 
are contrary to, and naturally deſtructive of 
one another. The one is the mother of tears 
and ſobriety, the other of laughter, of mad - 
neſs, and folly. The one gives lightneſs 
and wings to the ſoul, the other weighs it 
down, and renders it more heavy than kad. 


I do not defire to have my own word taken 
for this, but ſhall endeayour to prove it from 
him who was poſſeſſed with this holy diſpo- 
fition or affection of mind. I mean, from 
that warm and fervent lover of Chriſt St. Paul, 
who was ſo full of it, as even to grieve and 
languiſh on the account of his remaini 
here, and becauſe the time of his re 
was not come. He that are in this tabernacle 
faith he, do groan, 2 Cor. v. 4. For his de- 
fire was to depart, and to be with Chriſt. Ne- 
vertheleſe, continues he, to abide in the fleſ 
aus D 2 is 
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is far better for you, Phil. i. 23, 24. That 
is, that their faith in Chriſt might be in- 
creaſed. For the ſake of this, he endured 
hunger, and thirſt, and nakedneſs, and bonds, 
and deaths, and voyages, and ſhipwrecks, 
and every thing elſe that he overcame ; and 
was ſo far from being borne down by them, or 
thinking them to be grievous, that he rejoiced 
and gloned in them. The cauſe of this re- 
Joycing, was the love of Chriſt ; and there- 
fore he faith, Rom. viii. 37. In all theſe things 
we are more than conquerors, through him that 
loved us. For if the love of men hath fre- 
quently prevailed upon us to ſuffer death, 
what wonder 1s it if the love of Chriſt may 
have done every thing ; if it hath made all 
difficulties eaſy, as it did to St. Paul whilſt 
he kept his eye fixed on him whom he de- 
fired to be with, and looked upon the ſuffer- 
ing of .all things for his ſake, to be, as it 
really is, above all the pleaſure and enjoy- 
ment in the world. For he did not think 
himſelf to be on earth, or in this life, or to 
be converſant among men, but looked on 
himſelf as one that had already taken poſſeſ- 
fion of his inheritance in the kingdom of hea- 
ven, as a fellow-citizen with the holy angels, 
and as one that knew the Almighty face to face. 
So much does he deſpiſe the pleaſures and 
_ troubles of this life, that he ſays not a word 
about that caſe and indolence which we are 
ſo conſtantly: and anxiouſly ſolicitous about. 
ö But 
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But his cry is, Even. unto this preſent hour 
we both hunger and thirſt, and are naked, 
and are er and have no certain dwelling 
place, and labour, working with owt own 
hands : being reviled, we bleſs - being perſe- 
cuted, we ſuffer it : being defamed, we entreat; 
And again, We are made at the filth of the 
world, and are the off-ſcouring of all things 
unto this day. For having fixed his eyes up- 
on heaven, and being raviſhed with the 
beauties and delights of it, he would by no 
means ſuffer them to return to worldly or 
earthly objects. But as a poor and neceſſi- 
tous man, that hath lived all his life in an 
obſcure and mean cottage, if he chance to 
ſee a king adorned, and glittering with gold 
and jewels, no longer employs his thoughts 
about his own little houſe of poverty, but 
ſets his heart upon that which he hath fo 
lately had a ſight of; ſo this bleſſed apoſtle 
having obtained a proſpect of heavenly joys, 
deſpiſed thoſe poor and ' triffing enjoyments 
that are to be met with eHewhere ; and tho 
he converſed with men, becauſe he was 
obliged ſo to do, as being yet in the body, 
yet he ſuffered not his affections to incline to 
any of thoſe things, hm kept them entirely 
fixed on that continuing city of God which was 
to come. But why do I mention the ſuffer- 
ings of this life? For fo great, ſo ardent was 
his love of Chriſt, that had he been condem- 
ned to endure thoſe torments, which are to 

D 3 be 
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be eternal, he would not have ſhrunk from 
them for his ſake. For he was not of ſuch a 
mercenary and ſelf- intereſted temper, as we 
are who ſerve God, becauſe we are afraid of 
hell, and are in hopes of heaven. He was 
not a ſervant of Chriſt upon any ſuch terms. 
He was influenced by a better and more 
noble principle, and did, and ſuffered all 
things, for no other reaſon, than that he 
might have the ſatisfaction of ſhewing that 
love which he had to Chriſt, which had ſo 
entirely engroſſed his thoughts, and was ſo 
firmly riveted within him, that for his ſake 
he would voluntarily have parted with what 
was dearer to him than any thing beſides; 
that ii. To be with Chriſt; in compa- 
riſon of which, he had deſpiſed not only 
thoſe pleaſures and ſatisfactions which lead 
to hell, but alſo whatever elſe, even the 
kingdom of heaven itſelf, could afford, eſteem- 
ing it the moſt eligible thing in the world 
to embrace, and even to deſire earneſtly, the 
moſt inconceivable miſery for the ſake of 
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CHAP, VIII. 


HAT I have been ſaying, will, per⸗ 

'Y haps, ſeem difficult to a great many, 
but when I have endeayoured to explain it 
to them, they will certainly look upon it as 
incredible. Nor do I wonder at it; for this 
bleſſed apoſtle himſelf, of whom I have been 
ſpeaking, foreſaw- as much, and' therefore 
begins his diſcourſe with a ſuitable precau- 
tion: I ſay the truth in Chriſt; I he not, my 
2 ce alſo bearing me witneſs in the Holy 
Ghoſt, Rom. ix. 1. And notwithſtanding his 
expreſſing himſelf in this manner, and his ap- 
pealing to Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt, as well 
as to his own conſcience, for the truth of it, 
it is now disbelieved. Let us therefore exa- 
mine what it is that he ſays, and we ſhall 
find it to be even ſo. Having treated of the 
troubles and afflictions of this world, he goes 
on, and ſays, W ho ſhall ſeparate us from the. 
love of Chriſt ? Shall tribulation, or diftreſs, or 
perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, 
or favor? And having run through the ſeve- 
ral trials which may be met with in this 
world, he aſcends into heaven, and intending 
to ſhew that there was no great matter in 
deſpiſing the troubles of this life, for the 
lake of Chriſt, he adds, I am perſuaded, that 
neither death, nor life,” nor angels, nor princi- 
© D 4 palities, 
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lities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
Things to come, nor height, — fl nor any 
| other creature, ſball be able to ſeparate us from 

the love of God, which is in Chriſt Feſus our 
Lord, Rom. viii. 35, 38, 39. As if he had 
ſaid, "Tis not only out of the power of men 
to ſeparate me from this loye, but alſo be- 
yond the power of angels; and, indeed, if 
all the powers of heayen were to combine in 
order to effect it, tis more than they are able 
to do, What do I ſay! could they not 
effect it? I anſwer, No. Nor ſhould I be 
afraid to be driven out of heaven, and to be 
caſt into hell, for the ſake of Chriſt ; For the 


words, height and depth, and hfe and death, 
imply nothing elſe. 


T HIS he ſaid, not becauſe he thought that 
angels would endeavour to ſeparate him from 
Chriſt ; but, for argument's ſake, he ſup- 
poſes {i things as were impoſſible, that he 
might ſhew and explain to every body, that 
exceeding great love which he bore to his 
Lord and Saviour, 


THIS is the way or cuſtom of lovers; 
not to conceal their loye, but to diſcover it 
to all ſuch as they think fit to place confi- 
dence in, to declare the greatneſs of their 
paſſion, thereby eaſing and refreſhing, as. 
well as disburthening their minds, as this 
bleſſed apoſtle hath done; in doing —_— | 

C 
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e mention of every thing; of things 
reſent, and things to come; things which hure 
come to paſs, and things which never will; 
viſible, and inviſible ; every degree of puniſh. 


ment, and every degree of happineſs ; and, as 
theſe were 12 — 


neſs of his affeftion, he ſuppoſcs and men- 
tions things which never had a being, in 
theſe words; Nor any other creature. 


IN this manner he led the way, 8 
demonſtrating, that it is not in the power of 
all thoſe things which he ſpoke of, to ſepa= 
rate us from the love of God, which is in Chrif 
Feſas our Lord. To ſo high a p itch was his 
own affection raiſed : but #2 are com- 
manded to be imitatars of him, do not bear 
the afflidtions of this life with common de- 
cency ; but we are as reſtleſs and uncafy un- 
der them, as men that are in a burning fever. 
And this diſorder hath been ſo long in poſ- 
ſeſſion of our minds, that length of time hath 
rendered it incurable, and ſo we may pro- 
nounce it; nor can we ſo much as entertain 
the leaſt hopes of its being fully and truly 
removed from us; but our recovery from it, 
is looked upon to be actually impoſſible : and 
when the apoſtles, and thoſe noble explons 
which they perfor are mentioned te us, 
we ought to lament ourſelves for falling fo 
far ſhort of them, without ſo much as ima 


gining that we are to blame; for, indeed; 
we 
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we are diſtanced by our own conſent, be- 
cauſe we look upon it as impoſſible to arrive 
at the ſame pitch of chriſtian perfection that 
they did. If the reaſon of this be enquired 
into, we preſently have recourſe to this ſenſe- 
leſs excuſe : Such an one was St. Paul ; ſuch 
an one was St. Peter; and ſuch an one was 
St. John. What, I pray, were St. Paul and 
St. Peter? Were they not partakers of the 
ſame nature with ourſelves ? Did they not 
come into the world in the ſame manner that 
we did? Were they not nouriſhed with the 
ſame food ? Did they not breathe the ſame 
air? Were they not converſant in affairs of 
the ſame kind with ours? Had not ſome of 
them wives and children? Some of them ap- 
plied themſelves to ordinary callings or pro- 
feſſions? And were not others of them 
plunged into the very depth of miſery and 


YOU wilt ſay, perhaps, that they were 
endued with a great degree of the grace of 
God: But if we were called upon to raiſe 


the dead, to open the eyes of the blind, to 


cleanſe lepers, to make the lame walk firmly 
and uprightly, to caſt out devils, or to re- 
move any other maladies of the like nature; 
this ſort of reaſoning would be pertinent and 
proper. But if our good behaviour, and our 
obedience to the commands and will of God, 
be the ſubject of our diſcourſe, this excuſe. is 

ow nothing 


1 — 
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nothing to the purpoſe : for even thou thy- 
ſelf that makeſt it, haſt received the grace 
of God in baptiſm, and haſt been a partaker 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; not, indeed, for the work- 
ing of miracles, but as much as is neceſſary 
to enable thee to order thy life and converſa- 
tion aright; ſo that our being perverted from 
the ways of righteouſneſs, is entirely owing 
to our ſloth and negligence. And when the 
great day of accounts ſhall come, our bleſſed 
Saviour will reward not ſach as haye worked 
miracles, but ſuch as have done what he hath 
commanded. Come, ye bleſſed of my father, 
faith he, inherit the 15 hi ee 2 you 
from the beginning of the world. Not becauſe 
ye have done wonders : but becauſe I was an 
hungred, and ye gave me meat I was thirſty, 
and ye gave me drink, I was a ſtranger, and ye 
took me in naked, and ye clathed me: I 
was ſick, and ye viſited me. I was in Priſon, 
and ye came umto me. So that he pronounces 
bleſſed, not thoſe that have done miracles, 
but ſuch as live uprightly ; and though the 
extraordinary grace of God be now with- 
drawn, yet this ſhall'not skreen us, nor be 
looked upon as a ſufficient excuſe, when we 
come to receive the due reward of our ini- 
quity. ' 4% | 


i 
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CHAP. IX. 


A ND therefore let us not eſteem thoſe 
men happy that have performed mira- 
cles; for in this, the power of God alone 
was concerned : but in doing the will of 
God, as it is done in heayen, there's a ne- 
ceſſity not only for divine grace, but alſo 
for a good inclination, and for application 
and diligence in ourſelves. This is not my 
opinion or doctrine, but St.Paul's, that bleſſed 
imitator of Chriſt, whom we have been al- 
ready ſpeaking of, For when he ſet himſelf 
to oppoſe the falfe apoſtles of his time, and 
writ to his diſciples about them, and endea- 
voured to exhibit ſome teſt or mark, by 
which the true pretenders to the miniſtry, and 
the falſe, may be diſtinguiſhed from each 
other, he thought fit to leave out miracles, 
and to pitch upon the virtues and excellencies 
of a good life. Are they mh of Chriſt ? 
{I ſpeak. as a fool) IT am more in labours more 
abundant, in ſtripes above meaſure, in priſons 
more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews 
foe times received I forty firipes, ſave one. 
Thrice was I beaten with rods; once was I 
foned; thrice I ſuffered ſhipwreck ; a night and 
a day I have been in the deep : In journeying 
often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, 
in perils by mine own countrymen, in — 
| Fe 
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the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in 
the wilderneſs, in perils in the ſea, in perils 
among falſe brethren. In wearineſs and pain- 
fulneſs, in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirſt, in faſtings often, in cold and nakedneſs. 
ages thoſe things that are without ; that 
which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the 
churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak ? 
Who is offended, and I burn not ? * For ſuch 
things as theſe do I admire the apoſtles; 
whereas ſuch as have been without them, 
and yet, by virtue of a diſpenſation commit- 
ted to them, have been able to do miracles, 
are not only unworthy of our eſteem, but 
alſo reprobates, as Chriſt himſelf hath told 
us in theſe words ; Many will ſay to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy 
name; and in thy name have caſt out devils ? 
and in thy name have done many wonderful 
works © And then will I profeſs unto them, I 
never knew you. Depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity. F And for this reaſon doth he ad- 
moniſh his diſciples, ſaying ; Rejoice not that 
the ſpirits are ſubject to you, but rather rejoice, 
becauſe your names are written in heaven. For 
a good life, without ſuch a power as his diſ- 
ciples rejoiced at, ſhall receive the crown of 
righteouſneſs : nor ſhall it be rewarded the 


_ 


* See 2 Cor. xi. 
+ Mart, vii. 22, 23. 


leſs 


46 A Cour Ax oN for the 


leſs for want of it. But a wicked life, how- 
ever attended with this power, ſhall not 
eſcape condign puniſhment. And therefore 
the notion which I have been endeayouring 
to confute, is trifling, and not only trifling, 
but of dangerous conſequence, as tending to 
give countenance to the opinions of ſeveral 
hereticks : for if our Lord's firſt diſciples 
were entirely beholden to the grace of God 
for their virtue, and if their own endeavours 
had no ſhare in it, what reaſon can there be 
aſſigned, why every body elſe ſhould not be 
equal to them ? Becauſe the grace of God, 
if it requires nothing to be done on our 

rt, is conferred on all perſons alike; for 
God is no reſpecter of perſons. The reaſon why 
it follows and ftays with us is, becauſe ſome- 
thing is required on our part. Some it for- 
ſakes, and others it makes no ſtay with at all. 
God had firſt examined into the frame and 
diſpoſition of St. Paul's mind, and then be- 
ſtowed his grace on him, before he performed 
any of thoſe remarkable things which are ſaid 
of him. Let us hear what he ſaith of him: 
Adds ix. 15. He is a choſen veſſel unto me, to 
bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and 
the children of Iſrael. This teſtimony did the 
Searcher of hearts bear to him before his grace 
was conferred on him. 


LET us not therefore, my beloved bre- 


thren, deceiye ourſelves with ſaying, that 
'tis 
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tis impoſſible for any body to be like St. 
Paul. With reſpect indeed to the extraordi- 
_ gifts and powers which were beſtowed 

him, tis in vain to expect another St. 
Paul; but with reſpect to the exactneſs and 
circumſpectneſs of his life, every body that 
will, may come up to him. And the reaſon 
why any man does —_ becauſe he will 
not. 


BUT I know not how I came to be guilty 
of ſo much folly and abſurdity, as to look 
out for ſuch as are upon a level with St. Paul 
at this time of day, when there are ſo few to be 
found, who endeavour even in any degree, toa 
proach that excellent pattern. For this — 
we ought to mourn and weep, and to be full of 
indignation againſt ourſel ves, not only for a day 
or two, but as long as we live. For if a man 
accuſtom himſelf to it, it will be difficult 
for any ſort of wickedneſs to faſten upon 
him for the future. If you do not believe 
what I ſay, caſt your eye upon ſuch as 
mourn upon a worldly account. I do not 
mean thoſe whole life is one continued ſcene 
of labour and toil, but ſuch as live in ſoft- 
neſs and luxury, and have been bred up in 
nothing elſe. 


FOR ſuch as theſe, even theſe, who 
take care to be drunk, and to fill their bel- 
hes, to make an end of their dinner about 


evening, 
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evening, and to ſup about midnight, to prey 
upon others, ſparing neither the widow, the 
poor, nor the helpleſs, exerciſing almoſt all 
manner of cruelty ; if any great and violent 
grief ſeizes on tim thoroughly, their very 
fouls are in the greateſt agonies imaginable: 
all thoſe ſoſt and idle pleaſures and inclina- 
tions are thrown aſide, and the very life of 
a philoſopher ſucceeds in their room. 


THEY uſe themſelves with ſeverity, 
but little, lie upon the ground, ac- 
cuſtom themſelves to patience, faſting, and 
filence, and behave themſelves towards others 
with moderation, and in a very gentle and 
friendly manner; and even they that plun- 
der others, at this time take no delight in 
what is really their own. Nay, if you were 
to ſet fire to whatever they have in the 
houſe, there's hardly any ſuch thing as di- 


verting them from their ſorrow, ſo far as to 


preſerve it. I myſelf have known ſome, that 
after the loſs of ſuch as have been very dear to 
them, have left the city with all its pleaſures, 
and have been contented with what the 
country, and indeed with what the fields 
could afford them; and others that have taken 
up their habitation, and ſpent the remainder 
of their days among tombs and monuments. 


BUT of this hereafter : Whilſt their grief 


is at its height, they have nothing to ſay 
about 
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about the things of this world. But that 
madneſs and eagerneſs after wealth, power, 
and honour, is by many ef them looked up- 
on as it is, and the things themſelves which 
they before delighesd 2 eſteemed as 

raſs, and as the er of graſs, and hav- 
mw them E gow fire of Aden, they 
caſt them off, leaving them not the leaſt room 
in their affections, and apply their hearts unto 
wiſdom ſo entirely, that they do not ſo much 
as mention any of the pleaſures of this world, 
but have thrown off whatſoever they for- 
merly delighted in; and indeed nothing in 
nature can appear ſo. nauſeous and diſagreea- 
ble to them. «ED, | | 


.NONE of their ſervants, none of their 
friends may ſo much as ſpeak a word con- 
cerning the things of this life, and thoſe af- 
fairs which we buſy ourſelves ſo much about. 
All theſe are trampled under foot, and the 
foul. being. diſciplined. by its troubles, as ef- 
fectually as if it had received inſtruction in 
ſome holy place, they are forced to give 
way to ſerious and grave diſcourſes on the 
vanity of human nature, and the changeable 
and tranſitory condition of this world, the 
corruptibleneſs and inſtability of every thing 
relating to this life, together with their de- 
ceitful appearances, reſembling what we ſee 
on a:ſtage, where the actors repteſent othets, 
and whatever is ſaid, and whatſoever 5 

| Mi ents 


W 1664 wats, pd we. 


4c ——e_ — nn 


* 38 
** 4 3 e 
— O_o — veg ens — 4 2 wr = — r — 4 = os 
7%, ———_— ao 5 -, 
mY 


— 


a 


c 7 EROS 


6 . Comranion for the 
ſents itſelf to our view, is feign'd and ima- 


ginary. At this time they have a great con- 


tempt of wealth, and are free from anger. 
At this time ambition is deſpiſed and neg- 
lected, and, in a word, envy cannot lurk, 
nor pride rage in that man that truly afflidts 
his ſoul with mourning. No intemperance 
is made uſe of to inflame his luſt, but all 
theſe things being entirely baniſhed, his 
thoughts are, in a manner, confined to the 
perſon whoſe deceaſe he laments, whom he 
has, as it were, conſtantly before his eyes. 
This is his meat and drink, his /leep, his plea- 


ſure, his reft, his comfort, his glory, his wn, 


his power, and his light. 


IN like manner, at leaſt, ought we to be- 
wail the loſs of our ſalvation : with the ſame 
degree of languiſhing and concern, ſhould 
the eyes of our minds be fixed upon it, our 
diſcourſe run, and our fancy dwell upon it. 
Such as have loſt their children or wiyes, 


— their minds about nothing, but im- 


printing upon them the idea of thoſe they 
have parted with: but we that have for- 


feited the kingdom of heaven, exerciſe our 


thoughts upon nothing leſs. Such mourners 
as we have been ſpeaking of, tho' they are 
of princely extraction, are none of them 


above ſubmitting to the method we have been 
deſcribing ; 3 they fit upon the ground and 
.mourn bitterly, and change their dreſs, . and 


very 
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very readily ſubmit to every thing which 
this melancholick occaſion requires of them. 
They regard not the manner they have been 
brought up in, nor the conſtitution of their 
bodies, nor whatever diſtempers may be ſup- 
poſed to follow their uſing themſelves with 
ſo much ſeverity, but bear it with a great 
deal of eaſe. And not only men, but even 
women, and ſuch as are very weakly and 
tender, will undergo a great deal of this. 
But we, when we are to lament, not the loſs 
of children and wives, but the ruin of ſouls; 
not the ſouls of others, but our own, excuſe 
ourſelyes by pretending the weakneſs of our 


bodies, and the tender manner in which we 
have been educated. 


AND would to God this were all we had 
to complain of; for we do not even thoſe 
things in which the ſtrength and faculties of 
the body are no way concerned. For what 
occaſion is there, I would fain know, for 
bodily ſtrength, when we would make our 
hearts ſoft and contrite, when we deſire to 
pray with ſobriety and wt: ges f. to confeſs 
our ſins, to diſmiſs our pride and vanity, and 
to pull dun the too high opinion which we 
have entertained of our own merits and qualifi- 
cations ? Theſe are things which pleaſe God 
and reconcile him to us, and require us to 
put ourſelyes to no great pains in order to 


E 2 perform 
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FOR the true nature of religious mourn- 
1 I's doth not altogether conſiſt in putting on 

of ſack-cloth, nor in ſhutting up one's ſelf in 
5 cell or cloſet, or ſitting in a dark room; but 
In a conſtant reflecting on what we have 
done amiſs; in ſearching out conſciences to 
the very bottom to find out our iniquities, 
and . never failing to conſider how much 
We are diſtanced in our chriſtian race, and 
how great a way we are from the” kingdom 
of heaven. And in order hereunto, let us 
*have'coriſtantly before our eyes the torments 
of another world, and the angels at the end 


, of this, running up and down the earth, and 
10 
. gathering together ſuch as are to he caſt in- 
[to hell. If we conſider the forfeiture of 
"heaven, wirhout taking in the torments of 
Bell, "how gricyous a, calamity will it be ? 
Tf we were not threaten'd* with hell-fire ; if 
no eternal Pu uniſhments awaited us; yet to be 
0 


"ſeparated from Chriſt, from the 'meek and 

[merciful Jefus, who loved mankind ſo very 
much, that he delivered himſelf up to die 
for us, and to ſuffer every thing, that he 
might reſcue us from' thoſe puniſhments, and 

reconcile us to his Father, ng Were enemies 
to him by wicked works ; tho we do not 
forfeit theſe unſpeakable; eſe eternal Joys 
Whictt are propoſed to us beſides ; yet this 
Vould 
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would be greater than any other. puniſhment, 
and ſhould, prevail on us, one would think, 
to rouſe up our ſleepy fouls, and. id 0 
us to be always upon our guard, For if We 
were only to read the example of the twelve 
virgins, who were ſhut, out of the bride- 
groom's chamber for lack of oil, we ſhould, 
certainly grieve and be. tioubled like them, 
if we confider that floth and i in. 
the performance of our Duty wilk bring us 
to the ſame paſs. „ 


AND, to conclude, let me ask whether 
it be poſſible for any man to be fo obdu- 
rate, as to turn this pare of the "mt; VIS. 
, ; | + 4 6 „ fs "& bg 
the moral or application of it conſtantly in his 
thoughts, and yet make light of it 


I could have ſpun out my diſcourſe into a 
greater length, but inaſmuch as 1 haye faid 
thus much in obedience to your commands, 
rather than for any good that I could expect 
to do by it, I fear 1 haye tranſgreſſed my. 
bounds already. For I know very well that 
you have every virtue relating to the Com- 
punction of the Heart in perfection, and that 
you may, if you pleaſe, communicate them 
to others without writing or ſaying any 
thing about them, if you will but permit 
them to be a little while ſpectators of that 
caution and circumfpeftion with which you 
lead your life, and to ſee how effectually the 

1 11 world 


> 
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world is crucify'd unto you, and you unto - 


the world: So that if it be neceſſary to in- 
ſtruct thoſe of the preſent generation upon 
this head, and to teach them the Compun- 
ction of the Heart, we ought to direct them 
to your place of habitation. Is it our duty to 
inſtruct poſterity in like manner? The hi- 
ſtory of your life will be fully ſufficient for 
this purpoſe. And now I deſire and be- 
ſeech you, that you would give me the re- 
ward which I defired in the heginning of 
this diſcourſe, and that I may have your 
prayers ; that I may not only talk about 
Compunction, but ſhew it in my life and con- 
yerſation, inaſmuch as teaching of others 
without doing one's ſelf, is not only unprofi- 
table, but is attended with %, and the 


condemnation of ſuch a man as orders his 


life in ſo careleſs and negligent a manner, 
For not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, faith our bleſſed Saviour, but whoſo- 
ever ſhall do and teach the commandments of 
God, the ſame ſhall be called great in the king- 


dom of heaven. 


T he END of the FIRST Book. 
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BOOK Il. 


To STELECHIUS. 
Of the Comruncrtion of the HEazr. 


CHAT L , 


155 4 N D how is it poſſible, O holy 
man of God, Stelechius, that I 
| ſhould obey your commands, and 
chat a diſcourſe on Compunction 

I ſhould. proceed from a ſoul ſo 

void of life and warmth as mine is? For in 
my opinion, he that would ſay any thing 
worthy of ſo excellent a ſubject, ſhould be 
E 4 _ warmed 
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warmed and enlivened with'this divine flame a 


great deal more than other men are, ſo that his 
5 may affect the ſouls of his hearers, in 
| ee and vehement a manner, as a 

160 hot iron 45 the body. But, alas ! this 
heavenly fire is not in me; but all that is 
within me, is nothing but cinders and aſhes. 
By what means therefore, by what means I 


ſay, ſhall I kindle this holy flame, having 
not ſo much as a ſpark of So left, no fuel 
for it if I had, Frey being deſtitute of that 


ſpirit, who alone can blow it up, by reaſon; 


of that cloud of fins which have overſpread 


me about, may het and end as it 8 ng 
do, I ſhall readily afford the aſſiſtance of my 
tongue ; but do you, at the fame time, be 

inſtant in prayer to him that healeth the broken- 
| hearted, and comforteth thoſe that are caff 
down, , and lifteth the poor out of the mire, 
that he would kindle this divine fire within 


me: for he is the God of power and wiſdom; 


anf knows how to take off the weakneſs that 
accompanies human nature, together with all 
drowſineſs, careleſſneſs, and heavineſs of the 
fleſh, He puts the ſoul upon the wing to- 


wards — from Whende; as from ſome 
very h place ot eminence, he ſhews her 
"_e rake 40 — ppearatices of this 


life, 
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life. For lie that cannot ſbar, and take a 
e& in this manner, cannot / ſee tlie 
world, andi what is done in · it; a he ougit: 


| THERE are many things that obſtruct 

the ſiglit, that hinder! us from hearing di- 
ſtinctly, and that occaſion ub to ſpeak unad 
viſedly with our lips, and therefore he that 
would view things as he ought, muſt he freed 
from this hurry; he muſt be ſeparated: froni 
froth, and noiſe, and emptineſs, and enjoy 
the ſolitude I am ſpeaking; of, in which he 
will be calm, ſerene, and a perfect maſter of 
his own thoughts. 


HE RE he wilt find the air clear and 
tranfparent, here he will meet with nothing 
to diſturb him, nothing that will hinder him 
from fixing his eyes conſtantly upon God, 
and from making him the ſole object, both 
of his contemplation and defrre. His ears 
have here no other employment than a fixed 
and immoveable attention to the ſpiritual and 
divine harmony of the oracles of God, which 
have ſo much power and tnftnerice ovet that 
man, whoſe ſoul is onee raviſhed with their 
melody, that he can delight in nothing elſe, 
and cannot, comparatively ſpeaking, take 

any pleaſure even in his neceſſary food and 
reſt; atid neither the noiſè of worldly buſi- 
neſs, nor the maſly occaflots, pleaſures; and 
inclinations of the body arc of force ſuffici- 
, ent 
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ent to deſtroy this good diſpoſition of his 
mind. So on the other hand is the trouble- 
ſome noiſe of worldly buſinefs inconſiſtent 


with this ſublime flight of the ſoul. 


BUT as they that betake themſelves to 
the top of ſome high mountain, cannot hear 
or ſee any thing that is done or ſaid in the 
city diſtinctly, but only hear a confuſed and 
diſagreeable noiſe, like the buzzing of waſps; 
ſo they that retire from the world, and ar- 
rive at the height of ſpiritual wiſdom, are 
unaffected with thoſe things that are done 
among us, or at beſt have but a very faint 
perception of them. For the body and its 
affections load the ſoul, whilſt it is conver- 
ſant here upon earth, with chains and fetters, 
and encompaſs it on every fide with a cloud 
of pernicious and deſtructive pleaſures. For 
hither the hearing, the ſight, the ſenſes of 
fecling and ſmelling, and likewiſe the tongue, 
bring all the filth which they meet with 
abroad in the world. But when ſhe ſoars on 
high, and hath betaken herſelf to her proper 
diſcipline and retirement, ſhe cuts off all the 
avenues or paſſes by which eyil thoughts and 
1maginations uſed to approach her ; not by 
deſtroying the affections and inclinations of 
the body, but by conſecrating them to the 


| ſervice of God; that is, by raiſing them to 


the ſame height with herſelf, 
| FOR 


e | * L a, 
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FOR as a grave and ſtern miſtreſs of a fa- 
mily, that intends to make a precious and 
coſtly ointment, compoſed of a great many 
different ingredients, in the Bates together 
of which, ſne hath occaſion for ſeveral hands 
to aſſiſt her, ſummons her maid-ſeryants to 
attend her, and commands one of them to 
paſs the ingredients, ſhe is to uſe, through a 
ſieve ; another to take the ſcales and weights, 
and to take a great deal of care that there 
may be neither leſs nor more of any thing 
than there ſhould be, leſt the exactneſs of 
the compoſition ſhould be thereby ſpoiled ; 
as ſhe commands another to diffotve, and 
another to pound in a mortar ſuch things as 
are hard of ſabſtance; and another to mix' 
ſeveral things together; another to bring her 
an alabaſter box; and another yet to bring 
her ſome other veſſel, and to carry ſome- 
thing elſe to one or other of her fellow-ſer- 
vants; as ſhe confines their thoughts and 
their hands to the work ſhe is about, not 
_ ſuffering them to ſlacken their diligence in 
the leaft, but being intent upon her buſineſs, 
will not permit them to gaze and ſtare about 
upon any thing elſe : 


SO the ſoul that is preparing the precious 
ointment of Compunction, calls the ſenſes 
of the body to her aſſiſtance, and purges 
them from all that indolence and ſflothfuineſs 

that 
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that is ſo apt to attend them. For as ſoon 
as ever ſhe begins to meditate on the duties 
of thoſe that pray, and love God, ſhe im- 
mediately 7 the ſenſes of all their 

power, and ſuffers nothing, how excellent 
Sn in its kind, to dilturd that tranquillity 
and calmneſs which ſhe hath within. And 
therefore noiſes eſcape the ears, and Aghts 
are not ſeen by the eyes, whilſt nothing is 
— within, the whole ſtrength *. 
energy of theſe members being bent inward- 
ly towards the ſoul. 


BUT why do I talk of noiſes and ſights ? 
Since there have been many of thoſe that 
have been endued with this bleſſed frame and 
diſpoſition of mind, that have not only paſ- 

by ſuch as haye been near them without 
percaving them, but alſo ſuch as have been 
making towards them. For ſo great is the 
virtue, power and efficacy of the ſoul, that 
he that will, may live, as it were, in heaven, 
whilſt he remains on earth, having no per- 
ception of what is tranſacted here below. 
Such a man was St. Payl, who was as really 
abſent from all thoſe he was among in the 
cities where he ſojourned, as we are from 
— dead bodies of our departed friends and 
ighbours. For when he faith, I am cru- 
Ghed to the world, he plainly inſinuates this 

— of notice and perception that I am talk- 
ing of, and not only ſo, but to pe t. 
or 
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For he doth not break off here, ' but makes 


this ſentence introduce or uſher in another, 
and adds, And I umo the world. 


ATIs indeed a great piece of chriſtian phi- 
loſophy, to be of opinion that the world is 
dead, but tis a much greater to be ſo diſpo-— 
ſed, as if we were dead” to the world, And 
therefore tis that St. Saul hath taken care to 
\ teach us the importance of it. For he doth 
not lay ſuch great ſtreſs upon being ſepara- 
ted from the things of this world, in the fame 
manner that the living are from the dead, 


but as the dead arc ſeparated from each 
other. 


FOR tho a living man does not dſire the 
company of a dead one, yet he may in ſome 
-meaſure' be affected with him; he _ ad- 
mire the beautifulneſs of his corpſe; h e may 
pity his being taken out of the land: of the 
living, and perhaps weep over him. But the 
dead have no ſuch perception of thoſe that 
come among them as this is. This, as I ſaid 
before, is St. Paul's meaning, when he ſaith, 
7 he world is crucified unto me, and then add, 
And T unto the world. 


DO you obſerve how much he had bid 
adieu to the world? And that he had got 
even to the top of heaven at the ſame time 
i ; K 
that he was here upon earth? But I would 
15 oh 

L 
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not have you think that the tops of moun- 
tains, or caves, or dens of the earth, or unfre- 
quented deſarts are of themſelves ſufficient 
to free the ſoul from hurry and confuſion, 
and to ſettle her in this ſtate of calmneſs 
and quiet ; but there's a neceiſity of having 
that divine fire, which our bleſſed Saviour 
kindled in the ſoul of St. Paul, which the 
bleſſed apoſtle increaſed by ſpiritual conſi- 
deration and contemplation, 'till he had rai- 
ſed his ſoul from earth, to a proſpe& of the 
third heaven. For we read, 2 Cor. xii. 2. 
T hat be was caught up to the third heaven. 


BUT his deſire and love of Chrift went 
beyond, not only three, but all the heavens. 
His bodily preſence was but weak, and in this 


reſpect he was endued with nothing more 


than ourſelyes ; but as to the. ſpiritual diſ- 
poſition of his mind, he highly excelled all 
men that are now upon the earth. It may 
not be amiſs to compare this holy apoſtle to 
a fire aſcending from the earth even to hea- 
ven, and from thence paſſing through the 


air, or whatever elſe is there, and filling two 


heavens, and not abating of its fierceneſs 
even then, but aſcending to the third; and 
turning all things into one great conflagration 
or burning, and extending, as to its breadth, 
as far as the utmoſt bounds of the earth, and 
in height as far as it is from us to the third 
heaven; yet I do not think that this would 
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expreſs more than one half of the apoſtle's 
love to Chriſt. 


AND to ſhew that I ſay nothing in this 
place rhetorically, or by way of flouriſh, let 
the reader be ſo kind as to look back, and 
ſee what I haye ſaid upon this argument in 
the firſt book of this treatiſe, inſcribed to 
Demetrius. In this manner ought we to loye 
Chriſt ; in this manner ſhould we withdraw 
ourſelyes from the affairs of this world. 
Thus qualified and diſpoſed were the ſouls 
of the holy prophets, for which it pleaſed 
God to give them other eyes, beſides thoſe 
of the fleſh. To withdraw themſelyes from 
the buſineſs and things of this life, was the 
effect of their own diligence ; but the open- 
ing the eyes of their underſtanding, and 
ſhewing them things to come, was the effect 
of Divine Grace. Such an one was Elizeus, 
who becauſe he forſook and deſpiſed all for 
the kingdom of heaven's ſake, was vouch- 
ſafed an honour above other men, that is, 
a ſight of the heavenly kingdom, of its power 
and glory, when he ſaw the mountain full 
of frery horſes and chariots, and covered with 
the hoſt of heaven, 2 Kings vi. 17. 


FOR he that ſets his heart on things pre- 
ſent, cannot be thought worthy to haye a 
proſpect of things to come; but he that 
overlooks them, cſteeming them no better 

than 
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than a ſhadow, or a dream, hall quickly ob- 
tain this great and ſpiritual happineſs. Thus 
when our children are become men, we 
Me / them the wealth which we intend to leave 
them; hen they are become men, I ſay, 
and have entirely bid. adieu to childiſh things; 
for vhilſt they were in love with theſe, Me 
reckoned them unit · to be entruſted with the 
other: So the ſoul, till ſhe hath learnt to 
deſpiſe the little trifling affairs of this life, 
cannot have a due reliſh and regard for thoſe 
of a better. In like manner he that ſets his 
affections on things abuve, cannot but laugh 
-at and deſpiſe ſuch chings as are here below. 


_ "THUS much is aſſerted by St. Paul, 
1 Cor. ii. 14. And tho' this place of ſcrip- 
ture, ſtrictly ſpeaking, relates to the ꝓrecepts 
of the goſpel uw 4 yet by-parity of reaſon 


it may be properly enough applicd to all 
moral and practical rules and graces. The 
words I am hinting; at are theſe, But the na- 
« tural man receiveth not the things of the. ſpirit 
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CHAP. II. 


NP therefore, as I faid before, let us 
retire from the world; I do not mean 


"that we ſhould only look out for ſome retired 
place, 
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place, but that we ſhould enter into ur- 
ſelves, and that above all things we ſhould 


be certain to have our ſouls with us in our 
ſolitudes. 


IN this manner lived holy David in a 
city, incumbered with the government of a 
great nation, and ſurrounded with cares in- 
numerable; and yet his deſire to enjoy 
Chriſt was ſtronger than that of thoſe who 
live in the moſt private places. For tis ex- 
ceeding difficult to find a man or two, even 
among thoſe that are now crucified unto the 
world, that can ſhew us the tears, the ſighs, 
and the lamentations, which proceed from 
him hoth by day and night. Nay, I que- 
ſton whether one ſuch can any where be 
found at this time of day. 


BUT let us not only confider his lamen- 
tations, but let us likewiſe take ſtrict notice 
of the perſon they came from. Becauſe a 
man that is placed in ſo high a degree of 
dignity, attended upon by every body, and 
that hath no-body that dares to brow-beat 
him, that can bend him this way or that, or 
that dares to bite, worry, and attempt to de- 
your him, is not upon equal terms with other 
men, nor is his lamenting, in the manner 
before- mentioned, to be put upon a level 
with that of thoſe who imitate him herein ; 
but are placed in different circumſtances. 

F | For 
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For the life of a king is attended with a great 
many temptations to profuſeneſs and irregu- 
larity, and with as many things that are apt 
to hinder him from having that due guard 
and command over his Soul that he ought, 
and which other men are ſtrangers to. A 
conſtant living in affluence and ſplendor, 
makes him ſoft and effeminate; his power 
and authority puffs him up with pride and 
inſolence; the love of glory inflames him, 
as likewiſe doth the luſt of carnal or bodily 
pleaſure, begotten and brought forth by 


power, and nounſhed and nurſed up by 
luxury, 


TO theſe we may add a multitude of 
cares, Which encompaſs him on all ſides, and 
diſtract his ſoul no leſs than thoſe reſtleſs 
and unruly paſſions: So that tis next to an 
impoſſibility that Compun#4ion ſhould make 
its way, and make an entrance through ſo 
many walls and batteries erected to keep it 
off. For it muſt have a place in our affecti- 
ons, and be freed from all theſe obſtacles, 
before any good is to be expected from it. 


BUT all theſe inconveniencies and di- 
ſtractions a private man is free from, if he 
be not ſo very perverſe as to draw them up- 
on himſelf; ſo that 'tis in his power to ſet 
about the work of compunction, with much 
greater gale than he can, that is ſurrounded 

with 
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with greatneſs and empire, and miniſter d un- 
to, and waited on by every body. 


AND as tis difficult, or rather impoſſible, 
to mix fire and water together, ſo is it like- 
wiſe to join luxury and compunction. For 
theſe things are contrary to, and deſtructive 
of each other. For compunction is the mo- 
ther of tears and ſobriety; luxury is the pa- 
rent of laughter and madneſs. Compunction 
gives lightneſs and wings to the ſoul ; luxu- 
ry makes her heayier than lead. But the 
greateſt thing we have to ſay in commenda- 
tion of David, is, that he order'd his life 
and converſation aright, \at a time, and un- 
der a diſpenſation, that did not require its 
being done with ſuch a great deal of exaQ- 
nels. 


BUT other things are required of us un- 
der the goſpel, which hath likewiſe threa- 
en'd to puniſh laughter, but ſpeaks of for- 


row and mourning with applauſe. 


BUT this holy man, throwing all theſe im- 
pediments aſide, practiſed the duty of compun- 
Qion ina very extraordinary and ſingular man- 
ner, and without regarding that dream or ſha- 
dow of greatneſs, his kingdom, or the wealth, 
or other adyantages which attended his royal- 
ty, gaye himſelf up to it, notwithſtanding his 
purple, crown, and thwne, as much as if ns 
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had fat in ſack-cloth and aſhes, and retired 
to a deſart, or a cloyſter. For where it gets 
root, and operates kindly, it prevails like 
fire among thorns ; and how many fins and 
iniquities ſoeyer it finds a man bound, fet- 
ter d and encompaſſed by, how hot ſoever the 
fire of his luſts may be, and how much ſo- 
ever his time may be engroſled by the tu- 
mult and hurry of worldly buſineſs, it pre- 
ſently and effectually drives them all away, 
as it were, with a ſeourge, and forces them 
to keep at a diſtance from the ſoul. 


FOR as the /ight duſt cannot ſtand before 
the force of a ſtrong wind, ſo neither can a 
multitude of finful luſts and defires bear the 
force of compunction; but are ſcatter d and 
vaniſh before it, ſooner than duſt or ſmoak 
before the wind. For if bodily or natural 
love haye fo great an influence on the ſoul, 
as to be able to withdraw it from every thing 
elſe, and to confine itſelf entirely to the be- 
loved object, how much greater power muſt 
the love of Chriſt, and the fear of being 
alienated from him, be ſuppoſed to have 
over us? Both of theſe affected the ſoul of 
the holy Pfalmift, ſo as to make him cry out 
as he does in P/alm xhi. As the hart panteth 
after the water-brooks, ſo panteth 2 after 
thee, O God. And Pſal. cxliii. 6 My foil 
thirfteth after thee, as a thirfly land. And 
P/al. Ixiii. 8. My foul followeth hard oo 

thee, 
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thee, And again, Yſal. vi. 1. O Lord, re- 
Buke me not in thine anger, neither chaſten me 
in thy hot diſpleaſure. If any man ſuppoſes 
that this Pſalm was occaſioned by David's 
ſorrow, on the account of his ſin * he is 
miſtaken, for the title of the pſalm will not 
warrant any ſuch ſuppoſition. When the 
title of a pſalm does not let us know the oc- 
caſion of its being compoſed, we muſt be 
guided by the facts and circumſtances men- 
tioned or referred to therein, But as the 
pſalm, relating to this /in, is by theſe means 
very clearly diſti it follows that the 
6th pſalm muſt be written upon another ſub- 

Let us not, I beſeech you, confound 
the holy ſeriptures, nor let us look upon our 
own reaſonings upon them, as if they were 
from God. The title of this pſalm is, when 
interpreted, on the eighth ; and by the eighth 
is meant the great day of the Lord, the ont 
of the revelation of his righteous judgment; 
which ſhall burn like an oven, at which the 
powers of heaven ſhall tremble, for the 
powers of heaven ſhall be ſhaken ; ; a day 
which ſhall produce the fire that is to be 
the prelude or introduction to the kingdom 
of God. Tis called the octave, or eighth, 
to denote the change or alteration of things, 


* — — — — — 
I conceive that St. 
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is ſpeaking in this of 
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which will enſue upon our entrance on the 
biſe to come. | 


FOR our preſent life is nothing, as it 
were, but a round of ſeyen days, beginning 
on the firſt, and ending on the ſeventh day 
of the week ; and then beginning afreſh, 
and ending as before, without the leaſt al- 
teration. And therefore we do not call the 
Lord's-day the Eighth, but the Firſt day. 
For the cycle of the week does not extend 
to the eighth day. But when this world 
ſhall be at an end, and the things that are in 
it ſhall be diſſolved, then ſhall the eighth 
day be reckoned, without being made the 
beginning of a week, but in its proper place 
and order, according to its number, 


THE holy pſalmiſt therefore being full 
bf compunction, had the remembrance of _ 
the day of judgment continually imprinted 
on his mind, and meditated conſtantly u 
it, and upon thoſe terrors of the Lord, amidſt 
the grandeur and pleaſures of his court, 
which we are hardly preyail'd to think u 
even in time of affliction, And this was the 
occaſion of his writing this pſalm. And 
what does he ſay in it? Why he ſays, 0 
Lord, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither 
chaſten me in thy hot diſpleaſure ; where, 
by anger and hot diſpleaſure, he means the 
tontinance of puniſhment, For he __ 

1 | , 1 5 at 
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that the Divine Nature is free from paſſions 
of all kinds. He was likewiſe conſcious 
to himſelf, that he was entitled, not to pu- 
niſhment and vengeance, but to honour and 
a crown of righteouſneſs. For that faith, by 
which he beat down the tower of the Gen- 
tiles, and reſcued the Fewiſh nation from the 
very jaws of death, his doing good to his 
enemy, not once or twice, but very often ; 
and above all, the teſtimony which God him- 
ſelf was pleaſed to give of him, are 2 
ſufficient proof of his virtue and holineſs, 


*'T1S true, that there's no objection to be 
raiſed againſt the good actions of a righteous 
man, conſidered as ſuch ; but yet there may 
be room to ſuſpe&t the moſt plauſible and 
moſt heroick actions of this or that particular 
man, as being tinctured with ſomething or 
other that is ſinful. But when God himſelf 
is a witneſs to a man's character, his teſtimo- 
ny puts it beyond ſuſpicion. For if he had 
not exhibited a moſt exquiſite proof of his 
virtue and goodneſs, he would not have ob- 
tained ſuch an encomium or commendation 
as he did from heaven. What is it then that 
God faith of him? I have found David, the 
ſon of Jeſſe, a man after mine own heart.-- As 
xili. 22. But after God Almighty's giving 
Judgment of him in this manner, and after his 
having behaved himſelf ſo well, he ſpeaks 
the language of thoſe that are inwardly con- 

F 4 ſcious 


2 — 


— 


72 A Cour Axion for the 

ſcious to themſelves, that they have done 
amiſs, and have little or no confid ence to- 
wards God, according to that evangelical 
precept of our bleſſed Saviour, Luke xvii. 10. 
A ben ye ſhall have done all thoſe things 


which are commanded you, ſay we are unprofi 
table ſervants. - Fig * 


WHAT was it more than this that was 
ſaid by the publican, who was really laden 
with a great many ſins, who could not ſo 
much as look towards heaven, nor ſay a great 
deal, and did not dare to ſtand near the pha- 
riſee? The phariſee reproached him, ſaying, 
— I am not as other men are, extortioners, 
unjuſt, adulterers, or even as this publican, 
chap. xviil. ver. 10. But the publican, as 
if he had heard no reviling, takes to him- 

_ ſelf what the phariſee ſaid, and was ſo far 
from being angry with this reviling and 
boaſting adverſary ; that he honoured him 
to that degree, that he thought himſelf un- 
worthy to tread upon the ſame ground, and 
uttered not a word over and above what 
was neceſſary for the confeſſion of his ſins ; 
but after he had ſmitten his breaſt with a 
great deal of compunction and concern, he 
beſeeches God to be merciful to him a ſinner. 
But tis not at all ſtrange that the publican 
ſhould do this. For the multitude of his 
{ins compelled him to look downward whe- 
flier he would or no, But for a righteous. 
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man, that was not conſcious of any thing of 
this kind, to accuſe himſelf in the ſame man- 
ner that the publican did, is indeed wonder- 
ful, and a certain ſign of a truly humble and 
contrite ſpirit. 


FOR what difference is there betwixt the 
words of the publican ——Be merciful to me 
a fanner, and thoſe of the pſalmiſt, O Lord, 
rebuke me not in thine anger, neither cha often 
me in thy hot dſphalure” ? Why, there's a 
great deal more in the latter, than there 1s 
in the former. The publican did not fo 
much as dare to look up towards heaven. 
But the pſalmiſt, as holy and righteous as 
he was, went further than this. The pub- 
lican ſaid, Be merciful to me But the 

pſalmiſt did not preſume to ſay thus much; 
bor he doth not ſay, Rebuke me. not, but res 
buke me not in thine anger. 


HE doth not deſire to eſcape puniſhment, 
but only ſuch puniſhment as was very grie- 
vous and terrible. Tis worth our while to 
conſider this humility of the holy pfalmiſt 
fully and particularly, viz. His looking up- 
on himſelf as one that deſerved ſuch great 
puniſhment, and not preſuming to pray to 
God for a full pardon, which is the behavi- 
our of thoſe that vehemently accuſe them- 
ſelves, and reckon themſeives among the 
role of ſinners, * * 


AND 
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AND what exceeds all that we have 
taken notice of already, he deſires that God 
would, out of his tender mercy and lo ving- 
kindneſs, forbear to inflict any very ſore pu- 
niſnments on him, becauſe his ſtrength and 
ſpirits were not ſtrong enough to bear up 
under them, Have mercy upon me, O Lord, 
faith he, for I am weak. Is it ſo then? Did 
he, that had received ſuch a teſtimony from 
God, and that had not forgotten his laws, for 
he faith, P/al. cxix. 61. I have not forgotten 
thy law ; did he, that ſhone forth with 
greater luſtre than the ſun, utter ſuch words 
as theſe ? I anſwer, that he did, 


FOR tis this that we wonder at, that he 
who did ſo many great things, both ſpoke 
and thought of himſelf in ſo humble a 
manner, that he looked on himſelf as the 
meaneſt and moſt inconſiderable perſon in 
the world, and prays for ſalvation upon no 
other terms, than becauſe God was merciful 
and full of pity and compaſſion ; as if he 
had faid, I am worthy of ſuch torments and 
puniſhments as ſhall neyer be remitted, ne- 
ver ceaſe, neyertheleſs I beſeech thee, O 
Lord, to remove thoſe evils which I at pre- 
ſent labour under, becauſe I am not ſtrong 
enough to bear them. So the ſervants of a 
family, when they have committed an in- 
finite number of faults, and do not dare to 


plead 


SIN ERBE PENIT ENT. 


plead not guilty, when they have felt ſome 
of the ſtripes, which they were ſentenc'd to 
undergo, and find that the puniſhment al- 
lotted them is intolerable, beg to have the 
reſt of it remitted. . 


I AM likewiſe of opinion, that he hints 
at another ſort of weakneſs, ſuch an one as 
procceded from a dejection of ſpirit, and 
from the mourning and lamentation which he 
had accuſtomed himſelf to. For 'tis uſual 
for an exceſs of grief to enervate or deſtroy 
the ſtrength of the mind. And this, I be- 
lieve, that good man endured, when he cal- 
led himſelf to fo ſevere an account for his 
fins, that he would not ſuffer the refreſh- 
ments of hope to dawn in upon him ; and 
would admit of nothing but accuſations 
againſt himſelf, And this is manifeſt from 
what he faith in the following verſes, Have 
mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak O 
Lord, heal me, for my bones are vexed : 
ſoul alſo is fore vexed. And if he, who had 
ſo clear a conſcience, prays, that God would 
not be exact to mark what he had done amiſs, 
what will become of us who are ſurrounded 
with the guilt of fo many fins, who have fo 
much leſs foundation for confidence towards 
God, and do not confeſs our fins to him half 
ſo much as he did? But what was the reaſon 
that prevailed upon holy David to confeſs 
his fins in this manner ? Why he had learnt, 
| that 
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that in the /ight of God no man living ſhall be 

2 and that the righteous are ſcarcely 

And therefore 'tis "tha he beſeeches 

— that he would not enter into judgment 

with his ſervant ; and that he ſaith, Have 
mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am weak. 


CHAP. IL 
Fa. tis worth while to take particular 
hi 


notice, that he no-where mentions any 

is good deeds, but hopes for ſalvation 

through the els and mercy of God, 

upon which alone he places his whole depen- 
dance and expectation. 


| HER E we have the example of a ſoul 
truly contrite, of a ſpirit truly humble, of 
one that did his duty, and that too in a very 
exemplary manner, and yet behaved himſelf 
_ ear and trembling, as as if he had been 

the greateſt of ſinners. That he fear- 
ed ern trembled to this degree, we may learn 
from himſelf, P/al. cxxx. 3. If thou, Lord, 


ſhouldf mark iniquities, O Lord, who ſhall 
fand? For he knew, alas! very well, that 


we are obnoxious to the wrath of God, on the 
account of the many offences that we are 
continually committing, and that the leaſt of 


em deſeryes to be ſeyerely puniſh'd. He 


foreſaw 
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foreſaw thoſe things which our bleſſed Sa- 
viour was to eſtabliſn afterwards, and be- 
that not only murder, but injuries of 
all kinds, evil-ſpeaking, evil thoughts, un- 
ſcaſonable laughter, idle and ſcurrilous words, 
and even the leaft degrees of them, would 
meet with a yery 8 and terrible pu- 

niſhment. | 


F 0 R this reaſon St. Paul, tho' he was 
not conſcious to himſelf of having done any 
thing amiſs, ſaith, 1 Cor. iv. 4. — know 
nothin elf, yet am I not hereby fuſti- 
fred. 2 a7 {al 44 not know of — An 
that he had done amiſs, yet he — that 
he had not paid God the honour that was 
due to him. For if we were to die a thou- 
ſand deaths, and to practiſe every virtue, we 
could not make a ſuitable return to God for 
thoſe inſtances of kindneſs and reſpect, which 
we have received from him. 


LE T it he obſerved, that he wants no- 
thing of us; that he is all-ſufficient in and of 
himſelf, and that he gave us our being, and 
breathed into us ſuch a ſoul, as he hath not 
vouchſafed to beftow on any other part of 


the creation. Twas he that planted para- 
diſe; that ſtretched out the heavens; that 
made the earth under our feet, and ſpread it 
out, and kindled thoſe ſhining lights which 
adorn the firmament, and ſerye to give light 

to 
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to us below ; that adorned the earth witf 
pools, with fountains, and with rivers, with 
flowers and plants. Tas he that beſpangled 
the heavens with a very great number of ſtars, 
and made the night as uſeful to us as the day; 
that made reſt and ſtrength the conſequence 
of ſleep, ſo that it nouriſhes us no lefs than 
our food, or rather more ; as appears from 
*mens being able to faſt for ſeveral days to- 
hen, whereas they cannot _ even a very 
few days without ſleep. 


BY the help of this, the heat, which we 
have contracted in the day-time, either from 
the rays of the ſun, or our daily labour, is 
cooled and diſſolved, and we are raiſed up 
freſh and lively, and qualified for ſucceeding 
labour. 


THE A dernch of the winter ſhortens 
the ſpace of the day, and affords a longer 
time for reſt, and ſupplies us with warmth, 
compelling us to keep within doors. | 
Darkneſs doth likewiſe very fitly accompany 
this ſeaſon, to induce us to reſt a longer time 
than we do in ſummer. As therefore kind 
and tender mothers, when they are willing 
to huſh their crying children to ſleep, hold 
them 1n their arms, and throw a mantle, or 
ſome garment or other over their eyes; ſo 


God in like manner, by ſpreading a veil over 
the 
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the face of the earth, compoſes the laborious 


part of the world to reſt, 


AND if it were not for this our being too 


intent upon buſineſs, worldly profit and la- 


bour would quite unravel us. But as he hath 
been pleaſed to alter the ſeaſons of the year 
as he hath done, he takes us off from too 


much labour and toil whether we will or not! 


and not only gives relief thereby to the bo- 
dy, but alſo to the mind. 


FOR I need not ſay much, in order to 


ſhew that the night is a time of quietneſs 


and filence, a time when all things are ſtill 
and free from hurry and noiſe ; when none 
of thoſe cries, which we meet wirh in the 
day-time, diſturb our cars; when we meet 
not with thoſe that bewail their poverty, that 
complain of injuries, that lament their bodi- 
ly infirmities, and loſs of limbs, the death 
of their relations, and the loſs of their goods 
or ſubſtance ; together with many other 
calamities which are incident to human 
nature. 


FOR from all theſe, as from a troubled 
ſea, doth the night deliver mankind, and 


bring them to its own haven of reſt and 


quietneſs. So many advantages accrue to us 
from the night; and what thoſe of the day 
are, we need not be informed. 
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I MIGHT here diſcourſe to you on the 
conveniencies that are afforded us for trade 
and commerce, and ſhew, that God hath 
opened to us the great and wide ſea, that the 
diſtance, which we are at from one another, 
might not make all intercourſe with each 
other grievous or impracticable, and thereby 
made our way, from one part of the world 
to the other, much ſhorter than it would 
otherwiſe have been : So that the inhabi- 
tants of the earth are as if they lived in the 
ſame houſe, ſo frequently do we travel to 
and from each other, carrying to our neigh- 
bours ſuch things as we have, and exchang- 
ing them for what we meet with amo 
them ; infomuch, that he that hath but a 
very {mall ſhare of the earth, 1s, as it were, a 
lord of the univerſe, and enjoys thoſe good 


things which eyery part of it produces. ö 


IN ſhort, the world may be compared to 
2 rich and plentiful table, where the gueſts 
that fit down at it, and thoſe that are at a 
diſtance, convey what they pleaſe to each 
other, by being at no other pains, than 
ſtretching out their hands to give to and re- 
ceive from one another. 


IF ve undertake to diſcourſe on all the 
other inſtances of God's providence and 
goodneſs toward us, we ſhall enter upon a 
| {ubje& 
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ſubject which we ſhall never finiſh, nor ſo 
much as exhauſt the moſt inconſiderable part 


of. For how can man pretend to fathom the 
boundleſs and infinite wiſdom of God? | 


LET us ftand ftill and reflect for a while 
on the wonderful variety of plants:' which 
bear fruit, and which do not; which grow 
in deſarts, and every where elſe, on the 
mountains and in the fields, of ſeeds in 
herbs, and flowers, and animals, whether 
they belong to the land or water, or are of 
an amphibious nature, that is, can live ei- 
ther in the water or by land. 


LE T us conſider thoſe things which we 
ſee around us, the heavens, the earth, the 
ſea, and all things that are therein. For as 
a man may erect for himſelf a ſtately palace, 
glittering with gold and precious ſtones; fo 
God, when he had made the world, ap- 
pointed man to be king and governor of all 
things that are therein. And what's much 
more wonderful than ſuch a palace as we 
have been ſpeaking of, he compoſed not his 
building of ſtones, but of materials that are 
infinitely more precious, nor did he hang up 
golden candleſticks for the ſake of giving 
light to thoſe that live in it, but hath order- 
ed ſuch lights to be placed, and to run to 
and fro in the roof oft as are not only uſe- 
ful but delightful, and hath made the * 
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of it like a coſtly carpet. 
for one that had not done a good action. And 
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And all this he did 


when, notwithſtanding this exceeding great 
bounty ofthe Almighty, he became unmindful 
ngrateful to his benefaQor, he did not 


of and u 
deprive him of his honour and ſovereignty. 


HE expelled him from paradiſe how- 
ever, that he might, by infliing ſome pu- 
niſhment on him, give a check to his pro- 
ceeding to freſh inſtances of obſtinacy and 
ingratitude, that he might lay tome reſtraint 
upon his inclination to do evil. 

_ THESE things, and more than theſe, 
being, by the influence of God's holy ſpirit, 
— — by the a ; and thoſe proofs 
and tokens of God's goodnefs, which were 
from the beginning, and which happen dai- 
ly to particular „or to mankind in 
general ; 5 which are of a publick, and 
that greater number of them which are of a 
private nature; together with the 
the Meſſias, and the good things to come; all 
which he weighed with due deliberation; 


the inexpreſſi 
ing likewiſe duly reflected on, he was, as it 
were, loſt in wonder and aſtoniſhment, and 


from thence learnt the nature of ſin, and to 


what and how great puniſhment he had made 
himſelf obnoxious, which he had not the 
leaſt notion of before. Nor had he, by I 


coming of N 


ible love of God to mankmd be- 1 
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his endeavours, in the leaſt fathomed the 
depth of God's goodneſs, and ſo by conſe- 
quence could deſcant on no more of it than 
he had diſcoyered. 


FOR this reaſon it is, that he ſpeaks of 
God's goodneſs and loving-kindneſs to man- 
kind ; that he ſearched and examined after 
the very ſmalleſt of his tranſgreſſions with 
the utmoſt care and diligence, and that he 
paſſed by his good deeds as if he had forgot 
them. But we, alas! are very far from imi- 
tating him herein; for let our fins be never 
ſo many, never ſo great, we ſay not a word 
of them, we make not the leaſt mention of 
them. Whereas on the other hand, if we 
do a little good, we make the moſt of it in 
the worſt of ſenſes, and never ceaſe to be 
ſwelled and puffed up with it, till our boaſt- 
ing and vain-glory have render'd: that of no 
effect, which was inconſiderable enough 


for E. . ; 


T HIS holy David was aware of, when 
he ſaid, Z/al. viii. 4. What is man, that thou 
art mindful of him? And the ſon of man, that 
thou viſtteſi him? And, P/al. xlix. 20. he 
chides him for his ſtupidity, and faith, Mar 
that is in honour, and underſtandeth not, is 
like the beaſts that periſh. This was perform- 
ing the part of an ingenuous and faithful 
ſeryant, of one that was daily ſenſible of the 
G 2 good» 
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goodneſs of God, to look upon the common 
benefits, which are conferr'd on mankind in 


general, as done to himſelf, and to be care- 
ful to reflect and meditate upon them ac- 
cordingly. 


0 _— _— .wAl. * —_—_ _— __—. a. AC. —— * 
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AINT Paul likewiſe, of whom it may 
not be amiſs to take further notice, does 
the fame, Gal. ii. 20. — The life which TI 
now live in the fleſh, T live by the faith of the 


ſon of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for 


me. He ſaid this, not with a deſign to con- 
tract or leſſen the gift of Chriſt, but to ſhew 
that he looked on himſelf as much bound to 
acknowledge it, as if he alone had been in- 
tereſted in it, and becauſe he was deſirous to 
have every body elſe affected in the ſame 
manner. 


FOR if our bleſſed Saviour came into the 
world for the ſake of one man alone, it does 
not leſſen, but rather inhance his bounty 
and goodneſs. To make this out, we may 
compare ſo much care and ſolicitude for the 
welfare of one, to the diligence of him that 
left his ninety and nine ſheep to look after that 
which was loſt. | 

l FOR 
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FOR theſe reaſons were the holy pſalmiſt 
and this bleſſed apoſtle troubled ; for theſe 
reaſons did they lament, and bewail them- 
ſelves for their ſins. For as they that have 
ſpent their ſubſtance, and have not where- 
with to ſatisfy their creditors, but are quite 
overwhelmed by their debts, have ſuch a 
quick ſenſe of their unhappy circumſtances, 
that they can neither eat nor fleep; ſo a 
righteous man, when he ſees how much he's 
indebted to God another way, I mean, with 
relation to his obedience to his laws, to how 
great a degree muſt he be troubled ? Bur as 
for us, we take no care about things of this 
kind, or if we wipe off a few of our ſcores, 
we imagine that we have diſcharged all, - 


NAY, when we are thus diſtanced, we 
do not that little good, which we take care 
to do, with that readineſs that becomes an 
ingenuous temper. But we firſt enquire, 
whether we ſhall be rewarded for it? Whe- 
ther we ſhall be greatly rewarded ? Whether 
it ſhall be imputed to us? Which is the lan- 
guage of mercenaries and hirelings. What 
doſt thou fay, thou wretched groveling crea- 
ture? Is there ſomething enjoined thee, 
whereby thou mayft pleaſe God, and doſt 
thou cnquire after a reward? What if thou 
ſhouldſt be caft into hell, whilſt thou art 
about what thou art commanded to do? It 

6 3 might 
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might be urged that thou didſt not ſet about it 
with that readineſs that thou oughtſt to have 
done. Doſt thou imitate thoſe that love Gd 
and endeavour to pleaſe him, and doſt thou 
enquire aſter any other reward? Verily thou 
knoweſt not how great a good it is to pleaſe 
him. For if thou didſt, thou wouldſt not 
look upon any other reward as equal to it. 


DOST thou not know that thy reward 
mall be increaſed in proportion to thy ſerv- 
ing Ged, and doing thy duty without hopes 
of any 1 And doſt thou not perceive that 
thoſe ſervants are moſt eſteemed among men, 
who do not ſo much ſtudy what will be an 
advantage to themſelves, as what will pleaſe 
their maſters ? And tho” men behave them- 
ſelves thus frankly and generouſly towards 
ſuch, as may in one ſenſe be ſtiled 
their fellow-ſervants ; yet thou, who art 
under ſo many obligations to God, and art 
in hopes to receive ſo many more good 
things at his hands, when thou art command- 
ed to do ſomething, in order to ſecure thy 
eternal happineſs; enquireſt after thy reward 
before thou ſetteſt about thy work. So mi- 
ſerably cold and backward are we to "IT 
thing that is rages and brave 


AND for this reaſon we are ſuch ftran- 
gers to the Compunction of the heart, and do 
= Kong * the ſoul a little from her wild 
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and unreaſonable excurſions, and confine her 
to her proper bounds ; that we do not re- 
collect our ſins, and call to mind the mercies 
of God, with that care and diligence that 
we ought. We withdraw our eyes from the 
moſt ſhining examples of piety. We turn 
our backs upon good works, and can hardly 
ſo much as bear with an heroick infance of 
obedience to the laws of God, and are very 
far from ſpeaking from our hearts, when, 
according to cuſtom, we call ourſelyes ſin- 
ners. 


THIS is manifeſt from our being exceed- 
ingly exaſperated and enraged, and imagin- 
ing that we have a great wrong done us, 
when we hear of our fins from others. So 
much hypocriſy are we guilty of. $0 little 
do we imitate the publican, who, when 
another was upbraiding him with the multi- 
tude of his fins, received his taunts, and 
reaped adyantage by the ill uſage which he 
met with, and went his way 225 rather 
than the Pbariſcr. 


BUT we know not what true confeſſion 
ſignifies, tho' we are laden with an infinite 
number of fins. For we ought not only to 
be ſenfible that we have been guilty of a 
multitude of fins, but we ought to have 
them all, if poſſible, whether ſmall or ir, Ta 
Written in our hearts as in a book, 
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ment them now and then, as if they were 
but newly committed. 


BY this method we ſhall ſubdue the 
pride and vanity of the ſoul, I mean, by 
continually reminding her of what ſhe hath 
done amiſs. So great is the benefit of re- 
membring our ſins, and, like St. Paul, to have 
thoſe tranſgreſſions always freſh in our minds, 
which were committed a great while ago, 
and have, perhaps, been long ſince forgiven, 
For when he had waſhed away all his for- 
mer offences by baptiſm, he afterwards'lived 
a ſober, righteous, . and godly life, and had 
no new ones to trouble him ; but yet he calls 
to mind, and laments thoſe which he had de- 
filed himſelf with before he was baptized, 
in theſe words, —- Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world to ſave ſinners, of whom I am chief, 
1 Tim. i. 15. And ver. 12, &c. He counted 
me faithful, putting me into the miniſtry ; who 
was before a ee, and a ferſecutor, and 

injurious. And again, Gal. i. 13. — Beyond 
meaſure I perſecuted the church of God, and 
waſted it. And, 1 Cor. xv. 9. I am not meet 
to be called an apoſtle.” 
} 

FOR tho' we may be no longer liable to 
be puniſhed for ſuch ſins ag we have repent- 
ed of, and obtained a Pardon for; yet they 
will ſerye to put us to the bluſh, to humble 
gur ſouls, = to ſtr us up to love that 750 
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who hath been ſo merciful and gracious to- 
wards us. For when our bleſſed Saviour 
asked Simon, Which of the two debtors, that 
he had been ſpeaking of, would moſt love 
the creditor that had forgiven them what 
they owed him? he anſwered and ſaid, I 
ſuppoſe he to whom he forgave moſi, and was 
told, that he judged rightly, Luke vii. 41, 
425, 43- 
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OR when we recolle& the many ini- 

quities, which we have formerly been 
guilty of, we ſhall then be ſenſible of the ex- 
ceeding greatneſs of God's mercy and loving 
kindneſs. We ſhall begin to look down- 
wards, and to behave ourſelves with fear and 
trembling. And the greater the crimes arc 
which we have committed, and were once 
liable to be puniſhed for, the more ſhall we 
be aſhamed and confounded. St. Paul in- 
deed remember d ſuch ſins as theſe. 


BUT as for us, we are unwilling to call 
to mind even thoſe that we haye been guilty 
of ſince our baptiſm, which we are in dan- 
ger of being eternally ruined for ; and when 
we have called them to mind, let them re- 
main to be agcqunted for, Or if we chance 

2 10 
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to enter upon this diſagreeable task, we im- 
mediately deſiſt from it, being unwilling to 
give our ſouls the leaſt uneaſineſs, by the 
{ad remembrance of an ill-ſpent life. And 
'tis an infinite number of evils that proceeds 
from this falſe and miſchieyous ſort of ſelf- 
loye. | 


FOR whilſt we feel no ſorrow for what 
we have done; whilſt we ſay Peace, peace to 
ourſetves, when there is no peace, tis impoſſi- 
ble we ſhould confeſs our fins. For how 
can we confeſs what we never think of, and 
what we are ſo prone and eager to repeat ? 
For whenſoever the remembrance of our 
tranſgreſſions begins to prevail within us, and 
fear proceeds to diſturb our minds, we love 
to root them out, and to hinder them from 
entering ſo far as to ſoften or to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of them. cj : 


AND when this check is taken away, 
what is there to reſtrain them from rocks and 
precipices, and from that pit of deſtruction 
which they ſo eagerly purſue ? For theſe 
reaſons this holy apoſtle hath deſcribed to us 
the puniſhment of wicked men in the world 
to come. For theſe reaſons he mourned and 
lamented himſelf exceedingly. © © 4} 


NOW ' to beget compunition of heart, 
in thoſe that haye made ſuch a progreſs in 
| 8 religion, 
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religion, as you have, * tis ſuffictent for 
you to reflect upon the goodneſs and bene. 
ficence of God, to paſs over the good that 
you have done, and to ſearch — — 
whether there may not be ſome little tranſ 
greſſion or other that may poiſibly have 
eſcaped you, to fix your eyes on the moſt 
ſhining examples of holineſs and virtue, on 
ſuch as make it their chief, their only buſineſs 
to pleaſe God; and after all this, to conſider 
the uncertainty of what may be hereafter 
together with the dangerous and infectious 
nature of fin, which St. Paul himſelf was 
afraid of, as appears by what he faith, 
1 Cor. ix. 27. — I keep under my body, and 
bring it into ſubjeftion ; left that, by any means, 
when ] have preached to others, I myſelf ſhould 
be a caſtaway, 1 Cor. ix. 27. F And again, 
chap. x. ver. 12. -—Let him, that thinketh 
he ſlandeth, take heed left he fall. A 


SO holy David, after he had been medi- 
tating upon God's goodneſs, as diſplayed to 
us in the works of the creation, breaks forth 
in the following manner, hat is man, that 
thou art mindful of him ? and the ſon of man, 
that thou viſiteft him? For thou haſt made 


* 


— — — 9 8 8 n 
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He here addreſſes himſelf to Stelechius, to whom this book 
is inſcribed, 


+ The literal tranſlation of St. Chryſoffom's words would run 
thus, ----- I fear leſt whilſt I have preached, &c. The ſenſe is 


him 


the fame, 
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him a little lower than the angels, and haſt 
crowned him with glory and honour, Pſal. viii. 
4, 5- And ſo far is he from remembring 
what good things he had done, that he faith 
in another place, according to that infinite 
wiſdom with which he was inſpired, — ho 
am I, O Lord God? And what is my houſe, 
that thou haſt brought me hitherto? And this 
was yet a ſmall thing in thy fight, O Lord, 
God ; but thou haſt ſpoken alſo of thy ſervant's 
houſe for a great while to come; and is this 
the manner of man, O Lord God? And what 
can David ſay more unto thee ? 2 Sam. vil. 18, 
19, 20. * And whenever he made mention 
of the virtue of his anceſtors, he always 
{poke of himſelf as coming ſhort of them. 
For after he had ſaid, P/al. xxii. 4. Our fa- 
thers truſted in thee ; he added, with relation 
to himſelf, But I am a worm, and no man, 
ver. 6. And was ſo aware of the uncertain- 
ty of what might happen to him, that he 
prays to God, P/al. xiii. 3, That he would 
lighten his eyes, left he /lept the ſleep of death. 
And ſo great a ſinner did he eſteem himſelf, 


* St. Chryſoſtom's words are, Tis ei i dens ju, xd; o 
Tis 46 „ rareie wou; Jr. ia nous ur bag av ah, 
Kal xartopirgw]es Tad T b os nen wv. Kel indax- 
ous mg Tv eius Ts get 07 dis ju. O I 6 viu@r 
Tu arIgo mu Kuple 1400, vgn apds cd. Kat Ti apodiou Ad- 
BIS ir TH AaAnoas mpds of. The learned reader will here 
obſerve a mall verbal, but no material, difference betwixt theſe 
words and our tranſlation. —_ | 
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that he ſaith, P/al. xxv. 11. ——Pardon mine 
iniquity, for it is great. 


THESE methods, as I ſaid before, are 
ſufficient for ſuch as have arrived to ſo ex- 
alted a pitch of holineſs, as you have ; but 
as for us, we have a neceſſity for ſtrong and 
powerful medicines, to allay the wickedneſs 
and pride of our hearts. I mean, a due fight 
of the innumerable fins which we have been 
guilty of, and that our conſciences, which 
have been ſo long aſleep, ſhould awake and 
return to their duty ; which, when they ſeize 
upon us as they ought, will certainly hum- 
ble us whether we will or not. And there- 
fore I pray and beſcech you, that, by virtue 
of that intereſt in the Divine favour, which 
your piety and obedience to the will of God 
have procured you, you would continually 
aſſiſt us with your prayers, that we may du- 
ly lament that load of iniquity which we 
labour under, and then betake ogrſelyes to 
ſome good way which is pleaſing to God, 
and which leads to heaven; that we may 
avoid the road which leads to hell, where 
confeſſion of fins will be to no purpoſe, 
where we ſhall ſuffer the pains of thoſe 
whom God hath condemned and baniſhed 
from his preſence, and where no interceſſor 
will be ever able to do us any ſervice. For 
whilſt we are in this life, we may reap a 
great deal of advantage from you, and tis 


in 
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in your power to do us a great deal of good. 
But when we depart thither, neither friend, 
nor brother, nor father, will be able to ſuc- 
cour us, or to ſave us from puniſhment ; but 
we ſhall be forced to live for ever in a place, 
where we ſhall have none to adviſe us, in 
profound darkneſs, and void of all comforts 
and comforters, where we ſhall be obliged 
to ſuffer the wrath of God eternally, and be 
made the everlaſting fuel of that devouring 
fire which ſhall neyer be extinguiſhed. 
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Adapted to the Preceding 
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APRAYER for Ws 


Say MOST holy, 
and We. XY W 
Fpeauurer eyes than to behold 2 
— 95 i chargeſt thy angels with 
© folly, and 's wy whom the heavens themſelves 
© are not clean; who art terrible in thy doings 
« towards the children of men, and haſt pre- 
© pared the everlaſting torments of another 
* world for the wicked and ungodly, who 
© live and die without reconciling themſelves 

to 


* 


8 * 1 ; 
WT. 
** * 


96 A Couranton for the 


© to thee by a ſincere and hearty 2 7 
J, ſinfu 4 — proſtrate my ſelf before 

© thee, beſeeching thee to have mercy upon 
me, and to give me that unfeigned ſorrow, 
© which may work in me a thorough refor- 
© mation of my paſt life, which I am perſuad- 
«ed will otherwiſe end in my utter and 
eternal deſtruction. O let thy holy ſpirit 
© awaken my ſleepy and harden'd conſcience, 
© that it may attend faithfully and diligently 
© to its duty; that it may not be content 
« with a little ineffectual dread of thy threats 
and puniſhments, ſuch as the leaſt tempta- 
© tion almoſt will at any time baffle and oyer- 
© come, with ſuch a righteouſneſs as is like the 
* morning cloud, and early dew which paſſeth 
away, and with a preſumptuous and un- 
grounded confidence in thy mercies; create 
in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
* ſpirit within me, give me a heart of fleſh in- 
© Bead of this heart of flone, that I may ſadly 
© and in earneſt lament thoſe many, thoſe re- 
* peated and heinous provocations, which I 


have dared to offer to thy Divine Majeſty. 


O thou that ſearcheſi the heart, and tryeff 
the reins, and requireſt truth in the imward 
© parts ; let me no longer abuſe thy good- 
© nefs, patience, and long-ſuffering, and de- 
© lude my poor, ſinful, and unhappy ſelf 
© with feigned pretences, and going on in a 
_ © perpetual round of ſinning and repenting, 

os. N « *till 
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till I have entirely hardened my ſelf againſt 
© the fear of thy name, or till thou ſnatch. 
© me away with a terrible deſtruction, and there 
© be none to deliver me. Tis ſorrow, O my 
God, that I deſire of thee, O grant me 
* this, and I ſhall live; an unfeigned, a 
£ ftrong and piercing ſorrow ; ſuch an one 
© as is ſharper than a two-edged fword ; ſuch 
© an one as may make mine eyes guſh out 
« with tears, and make my heart and my joints 
© tremble; ſuch an one as may ſcorn. all the 
dangerous allurements of intereſt or ſenſual 
0 ure, and ttiumph over the vain and 
© inſolent ſcoffs of my former debauched and 
profligate com panions; that I may ſo mourn 
© for my fins in this world, that I may be 
© comforted in the other; that I may not be 
© of the number of thoſe who ſpend their time 
© in rioting and drunkenneſs, in chambering and 
« wwantonneſs, in blaſpheming thy moft holy 
name, in ridiculing thy word, thine ordi- 
© nances, and thy miniſters, and all other in- 
© ſtances of a licentions and outrageous mirth, 
< whilſt they are in this world, but ſhall ex- 
change it, alas! hereafter, for eternal weep- 
* ing and gnaſbing of teeth 


AND when thou ſhalt have ſaſtned this 
© flinty heart of mine, and purged me from 
© that hypocriſy and deceitfulneſs which lurks 
* within me; preſerve me, O my God, from 


L being ſwallowed up with over-much for row 5 


H " 4 and 


* 
4 


98 A Courax ion for the 


and grant that neither the greatnefs of my 
guilt, nor the artifices and devices of my 
« ſpiritual enemies, may prevail upon me to 
diſhonour thy mercy, and the all-ſufficient 
« merits of my Saviour, by a faithleſs deſpair. 


THESE things, O bleſſed Lord God, 
and whatever thou, of thy infinite wiſdom, 
© knoweſt to be convenient for me, in order 
« to reclaim and reſcue me from fin and folly, 
and from eternal death and deſtruction, I 
« humbly beg, in the name, and for the ſake of 
« Jeſus Chriſt, my dear Redeemer, Mediator, 
« and Adyocate. Amen. Amen. 


A PRAYER for Pardon of Sin. 


THA E ſinned, what ſhall I do unto 

© thee, O thou preſerver of men Whi- 
© ther, ah! whither ſhall I go to hide my 
« ſelf from thine all- ſeeing eyes? And who 
© ſhall I procure to skreen me from thy al- 
mighty power and terrible yengeance ? I 
am not worthy, O Lord, ſo much as to take 
thy name into my mouth, ſo much have I 
* diſhonoured thee, and debaſed my ſelf by 
ca life of the moſt profligate wickedneſs, and 
© the moſt daring impieties. O Lord, I was 
© ſhapen_ in iniquity, and in ſin did my mother 
© conceive me. I haye gone aſtray even from 
Wn 8 e 
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© the womb; I have neglected whatever thou 
© haſt commanded ; I have done every thing 
© that thou haſt 3 : I have — 
© guity, as it were, with @ cart-rope; ruſbin 
6 —— into wickedneſs of all Tos, as 1 
© horſe ruſheth into the battle ; and all this 
© have I done with mine eyes open, againſt 
the reproofs of thy holy ſpirit; the checks 
© of my own conſcience, and the admoni- 
© tions of ſerious and deyout people to the 
© contrary ; ſo that I have wanted no aggra- 
vation, which might help to make my fin 
© exceeding ſinful. Nor can I help admi 
© thy patience and loyg-ſuffering towards me, 
© that after ſo many heinous and repeated 
© provocations, thou haſt forborn to cut me 
© off, and to give me my portion in the /akt 
« which burns with fire and brimfione: O 
© Lord, I bluſh and am confounded, when 1 
© look inward upon my ſelf, and tremble, 
© when I conſider that thou thy ſelf; a God 
© of infinite purity and holineſs, art a wit- 
© neſs of my filthy and diſſolute, my unjuſt 
and diſhoneſt; my profane and impious life; 
© that thou ſearcheſt and ranſaekeſt every 
© corner of my heart, and under ſtundeſt my 
« thoughts long before their conception. But, 
O gracious and merciful Father, whoſe 
© mercy and compaſſion are equal to thy tran- 
© ſcendant greatneſs and majeſty, who haſt 
© declared this, and a great deal more to the 
* ſame purpoſe in thy holy word, that even 

H 2 ficli 
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ſuch very wicked and abominable creatures 
© as Lam, might, upon our return to thee, 
© and to our duty, have the bleſſed encou- 
© ragement and comfort of a well- grounded 
hope of our regaining thy favour, of eſca 
ing a miſerable, and obtaining a bleſſed 
© eternity : O thou that ſenteſt thy only begot- 
ten ſon into the world to ſeek that which was 
* loſt, to call the greateſt of finners to repen- 
© tance, to give reſt even to ſuch as are wearied 
© and heavy laden with their — 0 
© thou, that by the ſeveral great and glori- 
ous examples of thy mercy, haſt ſufficĩent- 
© ly declared that no fins are too , none 
© too-great, how heinous, how notorious and 
« proyoking ſoever, and how often ſoever re- 
peated, and how long ſoever continued in, 
to be forgiven to thoſe 0h truly repent, and 
* unfeignedly believe | thy holy' goſpel ; look 
© down with pity and compaſſion on me, thy 
« finful and miſerable ſervant. I do _— 
* repent, and am heartily ſorry for what J 

© done: amiſs, the remembrance of it is grievous 
* unto me, 'the burden f it is intolerable ; for 
© #hy Son, our Lord Yeſus Chriſt's fake, forgive 
© me all that is paſt, and grant that I may 
© hereafter ſerve and pleaſe thee in newneſs of 
iſe, to the honour and glory of thy name, 
through Jeſus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 
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zu uhich may be added, in Time of Aion 


© RIGHTEOUS art thou, O Lord, aud 
© juſt are th judements,. I know that of 
© very Tawbfulref s thou haſt cauſed me to be 
© troubled, for thou doſk net willingly affii® 
© and grieue be children of men; 1 know that 
© thou bal wiſe and good reaſons for inſhä- 
ing worldly or temporal puniſhments, on 
« ſuch as are not deſigned to be made the ob- 
« jects of thy eternal diſpleaſure. If there- 
fore, O my God, thou intendeſt to mortify 
© the remains of the old man, which, alas ! 
1 ſtill find ſtruggling within me, againſt the 
© laws of righteouſneſs and holineſs ; and if 
© thou intendeſt to wean me more effectually 
from the world, by the calamities which I 
* now labour under, or by any other, which 
thou of thine infinite wiſdom ſhale ſee to 
© be fit and convenient for me, in will, not 
© mine, be done. I confeſs likewiſe, O Lord, 
that by my great and ſcandalous enormi- 
© ties, I have given too great an occaſion for 
© thine enemies to hlaſpheme that moſt holy 
, ſhag of which I am a very unworthy 
profeſſor; and if thou viſiteſt me, as thou 
c $i thy "fervans David, with afflictions, to 
convince them that there is a God that judg- 
© eth in the earth; yet, I heſeech thee, raþuke 
me not in thine anger, neither chaſien me in 
0 2 hot diſpleaſure ; let not all thy wrath be 


H 3 - © flirred 
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© flirred up againſt thy ſervant, but remember 
ha I nd but 2 Ul nd that paſſeth away 
© and cometh not again. If it be thy bleſſed 
© will, let neither the continuance of my 
« preſent ſufferings, or any additions which 
«© thon ſhalt think fit to make to them, be 
too great for me to bear with a chriſtian 
« decency, patience, and ſubmiſſion. When 
thou with rebukes doſt corre man for ini- 
« quity, thou makeſt his beauty to conſume 
© away like a moth : ſurely every man is vanity. 
© Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto 
« my cry, bolu not thy peace at my tears : for I 
am a ſtranger here, and a ſojourner, as all 
«© my fathers were. O ſpare me, that I may re- 
cover ſtrength, before I go hence and be no 
© more. And however thou ſhalt think fit to 
© diſpoſe of me, with relation to this world; 
yet lead me in the way everlaſiing, and grant 
© that I may ſo paſs through things temporal, 
« that I finally loſs not the things eternal. Grant 
{ this, O heavenly Father, for Feſus Chriſt his 
ale. Amen. 3 Tg: 
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A PRAYER for thoſe who mourn for the 
Sins of others. 1 4. 
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*TJELS®, Lord, for the godly mar coaſt 
| H for the faithful fail from among the 
\ ehildren of men. L hey ſpeak vanity every. one 
I E with 
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© with his neighbour - with flattering lips, and 
© with a double heart do they ſpeak ; deceit and 
© ovile depart not from their ſtreets. They do 
© evil with both hands, the beſt of them is as a 
© brier : the moſ} upright is ſharper than a 
© thorn hedge. They regard not the tears, 
© nor the deſolate condition of the poor, the 
© widow, or the fatherleſs, their de/ires are 
© enlarged like hell, and cannot be fatisfied, 
© They have hardened their hearts againſt 
«© ſach as are in miſery and want, and hide 
© themſelves from their own fleſh. T hey aſſemble 
© themſelves by ar * in the harlots houſes ; they 
© riſe up early in the morning that they may fol- 
* low 7 ra drink; they continue until night, 
© *till wine inflame them. Strife and contention, 
© malice and envy, miſchief and diſorder are 
© amongſtthem,and inthe midſt of them. They 
© neither fear God, nor reyerence man. They 
© deſpiſe ' thoſe that have the rule over them. 
They diſhonour both their ſpiritual and na- 
© tural parents. T hey ſpeak againſt their bro- 
© ther, and ſlander their own mother's ſon ; yea, 
* their talking is again the Moſt High. O my 
© God, they not only take thy ſacred name 
in vain, but they corrupt each other with 
© the moſt abominable and ſhocking blaſphe- 
mies. They adulterate and deny thy truths 
© they renounce and openly ridicule thy goſpel, 
and have faid, not only in their hearts, but 
© with their mouths, that there is no God; 
« ſo that thy yineyard, which once brought 
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forth grapes, is now oyerſpread with- wild 
"OE. d | | 
grapes; and tares inſtead of wheat do every 
© where. over-run thine inheritance ; neither 
© do men abhor any thing that is evil, From 
© the ſole of the foot, even to the head, there is 
© ma ſoundneſs in them, but wounds and bruiſes, 
. a puttifying ſores. But, O God of the. ſpi- 
5 fleſh, who defireſ# not the death of a 
inner, but rathet that he ſhould tuin from his 
«ins and be ſaved ; permit me, tho' the moſt 
unworthy of thy ſervants, to offer up my 
© prayer, in behalf of ſuch of my ſinful and 
* unhappy brethren, who are too buſy in heap- 


ing one wickedneſs upon another, to pray 


© for themſelves. O thou that turneft the 
« hearts of the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the 
© juſt, have mercy upon a /inful people, laden 
© with iniquity. Turn thou us unto. thee, and 
* ſo ſhall we be turned. Put 1 fear into our 
hearts, that we may know that we are but 
© men. Open the eyes of our underſtandings, 
that we may ſee through thoſe miſts and 
clouds, with which our fins, and luſts, and 
evil conſctences, have obſcured what thou 
© haſt reyealed to us in thy holy ſcriptures ; 
that unbelieyers may again embrace oat fave 
ing faith which their wickedneſs hath cauſed 
them to make ſhipwreck of, and to perſe- 
cute with fo much malice and inſolence; 
* and grant, that ſuch as profeſs thy moſt holy 
$ religion with their mouths, may na longer 
i deny it by their lives and conyerſations; 


that 
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that they, e God is their belly, whaſs 
* glory ii in their / io whoming earthly things, 
* mey be no longer enemies to the crafs Cn, 
© by wicked works; but that every 
© nometh the name Chriſt may oy um 
© iniquity, and preſent his body @ living 2 
* fire holy and accetable unto thee: Remember, 
Ef 2 thee, jor whom it was that thou 
© dehveredſtupthine only begotten and dearly 
© beloved fon, and what he did and ſuffered 
© to reſcue us from fin and damnation ; and 
© let not, ah let not thoſe fouls be for ever 
© caſt away, who have been redeemed, not 
* with earthly and corruptible things, but ne 9 
© the precious blood of thy dear Son. I 1 
* judgments are in the earth, O Lora, 
« children of men will learn righteouſneſs ; ww 
* pour out a prayer when thy chaſtening is up- 
© on them. Chuſe for us, I beſeech theo 
© the moſt effectual means of ſecuring our | 
© eternal welfare; and if a multitude of af- 
© flitions be neceſſary for this end, let us, 
* tho' it be through many tribula 2 or in- 
© to the kingdom of heaven. it 2 
* poſſible the this —— cup mey 7 — 
without our ſqueezing out, _ 4 — the 
very dregs of it; inſtead 'of forcing us by 
* ſharp correction, let thy mercy and gentle- 
-* nels ſhame us into repentance and amend- 
* ment of life. Let our ſhameleſs and ſcan» 
* dalous diviſions ceaſe, if it be thy bleſſed 
will, and let brotherly love and unity 5 
cee 
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© ceed in the place of confuſion and every evil 
© work. Thy hand, 8 Derr lat 
© upon man and beaſt throughout the land; 
* fay therefore, I pray thee, to thy deſtroy- 
© ing angel, It is enough ; and let not our 
former ingratitude, for fruitful ſeaſons, and 
© plenty of all things neceſſary for our bodily 
«£ ſubſiſtence, prevail upon thee to increaſe 
© the ſcarceneſs which we now groan under; 
© but preſerve to our uſe the kindly fruits of 
© the earth, ſo that we may enjoy them in due 


© time, and according to thy uſual bounty 


© and liberality towards us. O God, who 
© haſt made no man for nought, who 1 75 
© nothing that thou haſt made, whoſe tender 
© mercies are over all thy 2 J hear the 
c prayer of thy ſervant, and his ſupplications, 
od "ks fa to ſhine upon thy dada. 
© O my God, incline thine ear, and hear, open 
© thine eyes, and behold our defolations, for we 
© do not preſent our ſupplications before thee for 
© our righteouſneſſes, but for thy great mercies. O 
Lord hear, O Lord forgive, O Lord hearken 
© and do, defer not for thine own ſake, O my 
« God, and for the ſake of Yeſus Chriſt, our 
* moſt bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


„ 
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A PRAYER againſt Cauſeleſs and Immo- 
| derate Anger. + 


0 LMIGHTY and moſt merciful Fa- 
X ther, who ſpareſt when we deſerve 
© pumſhment, who art ſlow to anger, and in 
© thy wrath thinkeſt upon mercy, who haſt de- 
© clared in thy holy word, that ſuch as are of 
* a froward heart, are an abomination unto 
© thee; that whoſoever is angry with his bro- 
ther without a cauſe, is in danger of the 
judgment; that he that hateth him is a mur- 
* derer, and that the wrath of man worketh not 
* the righteouſneſs of God Poſſeſs my foul 
« with ſuch a ſpirit of meekneſs and humili- 
« ty, as may enable me to behave my ſelf, 
6 upon all occaſions, as becometh a reaſon- 
© able creature, and a diſciple of the bleſſed” 
© Jeſus, that great pattern of patience and 
« gentleneſs, even to the moſt provoking of 
© his enemies; that I may not firive with my 
© brethren without a cauſe, and with ſach as 
have done me no injury ; that I may not, 
© upon the ſlighteſt provocations, or none at 
© all, ſuffer my ſelf to be hurried away into 
a brutal, unmanly, and unchriſtian rage 
© and paſſion, to the diſgrace of that nature 
thou has been pleaſed to honour me with, 
© and the ſcandal of that holy name by 
* which I am called, and to the diſquiet of 
© thoſe among whom I converſe. Lord, let 


t not 
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© not any vain and empty notions of ſuperio- 
« rity puff me up ſo pas me like g 
lion in my houſe, and frantick among my 
c ſervants, or peeviſh, abuſive, and infolent 
« to thoſe whom thy Providence hath 
« been pleaſed to place in an inferiar ſtation. 
Lord, let me never ſo far forget my ſelf, as 
not to conſider. that I am — Quit and 
« aſhes, that I have a Superior 15 
c heaven; that the faſbion ib . 
c away 5 "and that notwi —.— 
« diſtinctions which thou haſt — pleaſed - 
c eſtabliſh, for the ſake of peace — =o 
c all men are my brethren, eſpecially all 
© chriſtians who are heirs of the promi 
« ſes, and partakers of the ſame hope and hea- 
© veuly calling with my ſelf. And even in 
< ſuch caſcs as I may, or ought to be angry in, 
grant, O Lord, that I may be angry without 
fn, and that I may not ſo far give place to the 
« devil, as to let the ſun go down upon my 
© wrath; and that after a life ſpent in practi- 
„fing that wiſdom which is from above, which 
6 is peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, 
* I may be tranſlated to a perpetual practice 
and enjoyment of it in heaven, where anger 
* and clamour, all bitter and paſſionate befia- 
© viour ſhall know no place. Grant this, O 
* heavenly Father, for the ſake of Jelus Chat 
C wur gms. . 14 
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A PRAYER Again Reviling and Re- 
 proachful Language. 


c LORD, who haſt aſſured us, that 

© notwithſtanding the many and in- 
< tolerable liberties which the beft of us are 
© too apt to take in ſpeaking to, and con- 
© cerning one another, that we ſhall be fufti- 
ed or condemned in the day of final en- 
© quiry and ſentence, by our words, as well as 
by our actions, V6. 4 watch, I beſeech thee, 
© before my mouth, and keep the door of my 
* lips, that no ſinful and abuſive language 
© may iſſue thence, to the hurt and danger of 
my own foul, the grief or prejudice of my 
* neighbour, or the diſtarbance of the pub- 
© lick peace; but inſtead of it, let me imi- 
© tate the bleſſed example of Chrift, wha, when 
© he "was reviled, reviled not qguin, and when 
© be /affered, threatned nut, but committed 
* himſelf to thy righteous and juft judgment. 


LE T me be ſo far from hy railing 
© for railing, or curſing for curſing, that I may 
| 4 5 when T am th and 2 when I am 
. rx and highly injured and miſuſed. 
* Lord, let me duly conſider the great guilt 
© and danger of eyil-ſpeaking in all its kinds, 
© and that eyen the calling my brother fool is 

8 n 


1 
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© enough to fink me into hell; and let me 
© ſeriouſly reflect on the many great and ex- 
© cellent ends for which thou haſt given me 
© my ſpeech, which thou haſt not beſtowed 
© on any creature upon earth beſides man; 
and in ee hereof, let the rommu- 
c „ication Which proceeds out of my mouth, 
© conſtantly tend to the glory of thy name, 
and to the benefit and edification of others, 
through Jeſus Chriſt out Lord. Amen. 


4 6 
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4A PRAYER both for our Enemies and 
Friends, compoſed by St. Baſil, an intimate 
Friend of St. Chrytoſtom's. Tran/lated out 
of a Greek Manuſcript in the Univerſity 
Library of Oxford. | | 


7 Long · ſuffering and eternal King, who 

or the condemnation that came by 
© the tree, wert lifted up on a tree, and taken 
« from the earth by a painful and ſhameful 
death, and haſt ſhewed forth thy ſelf, to 
all that chuſe to follow thy ſteps, a pattern 
© and copy of long-ſufferance. and patience ; 
© who offered up thy interceſſion to thy co- 
_ © eternal Father, for thoſe very fighters 
© againft God which crucified thee : Do thou, 
Lord, thou the ſame lover of mankind, 
afford thy mercy and pardon to all that are 
enemies to us, which either by treachery or 
| _ © reproach, 
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© reproach, or contumely, or enyy, or by 
any other means through the treachery or 
© calumny of the devil, that lover of hatred, 
© have expreſſed their malice or madneſs 
© againſt us; change their counſels from that 
© miſchicyous, to a ſweet chriſtian temper of 
© gentleneſs ; infuſe into their hearts ſincere 
© unfeigned love; bind them faſt to us in 
© the inviolable bands of ſpiritual friendſhip ; 
© and by what means thou knoweſt moſt fit, 
© make them partakers of thy pure and un- 
© corrupt and eternal life. As for thoſe that 
© love us, or for thy holy name's ſake, do 
© adminiſter to our bodily neceſſities, repay 
© them with the riches and abundance of thy 
gifts, and vouchſafe them the lot and por- 
tion of faithful and wiſe ſtewards ; and fot 
© thoſe that out of good affection have re- 
© membred our infirmities, or have prayed 
© for us, reward them with thy plenteous 
© grace, To thoſe who have required us, mi- 
© ſerable unworthy creatures, to pray for them, 
grant thoſe things that be ble for 
them, and yield them thoſe requeſts of 
© theirs which tend to their ſalvation, and 
« ſend them from thy holy place thy rich 
© mercies, and extend to them thy bowels of 
© compaſſion. And, O thou Father of com- 
© paſſions, pity all thoſe that truſt in thee, 
draw all to the divine love of thee. Be 
© thou, in all things, the governor, director, 
© and aſſiſter of all men, together with us 
C thy 

1 
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*<y ſinful and unproficable ſer vants, and 
* make us all heirs of thy kingdom; for to 
© thee it belongs to ſhew/ mercy, and to fave 
© us, O out God, nn the power os 
n nn 


A PRAYER againf/ Senſuality. 


MOLLY and eternal Father, who art 
© by nature at an infinite diſtance 
from all filthine/s both of the fieſb andypirit, 
and altogether as irreconcileable to the leaf 
«© degree or tincture of either, and haſt com- 
© manded me to avoid and renounce all finful 
© Iuſts and appetites, tho” the parting from 
them be as diſagreeable and irk ſome to me, 
* as the pluokin — eye out of my head, 
© or cutting | of of my right hand; aſſiſt me 
« with thy grace, that I may fo mortify my 
< members which are upon the earth, that ' 
© inordinate_ aſfections may be effectually 
* dued, and every thought and deſire 
© heart may be brought into .captivity to the 
obedience of Chriſt, and that my whole 
ſpirit, and ſoul, and body may be preſerv- 
ed blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Grant this, I beſeech thee, 
for the ſake of the am n our 
0 . Amen. a : — © 
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4 PRAYER foo one that hath been guilty 
Wy of Adultery. 


HO LY, Holy, Holy Lord God, 
before whom the Cherubims them- 

6 ſcives, dazled with thy infinite purity and 
© brightneſs, veil their faces, who forbiddeſt 
not only the groſſeſt acts of uncleanneſs, 
but even the firſt motions and tendencies 
towards them; all wanton and laſcivious 
© thoughts: and words, glances or geſtures; 
* who, haſt declared that whoſoever looketh on 
© a woman to luſt after her, hath committed 
© adultery with her already in his heart; that 
© as marriage is honourable in all, and the bed 
© unde my 6 whoremongers and adulterers ſhall 
* undergo thy moſt righteous and terrible judg- 
ment, 75 be a wr to eternal flames, 
© with thoſe unclean ſpirits which ſtirt'd them 
© up to gratify their beaſtly and impure de- 

© fires; and that with relation to this world, 
« their ſin is a fire that conſumeth to deflruc- 
© tion, and is ſufficient to root out all their 
* increaſe ': What ſhall I ſay unto thee, who 
have been ſo far from po//eſſing my veſſel in 
* fanttification and honour, that J have been 
„actually guilty of the horrid and deteſtable 
e ſin of adultery, with all its aggravations, 
* and have made y body, the temple of the 
* Holy Ghoſt, to bold the temple of an harlot. 
© When I conſider, O Lord, of how many 
3. deſtructive 
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deſtructive ingredients this abominable crime 
© is made up; and when I reflect upon that 
© terrible expoſtulation of thine with the 
© adulterous I/raelites—— How ſhall J pardon 
© thee for this? I am troubled, I am bowed 
© down greatly, I go mourning all the day long ; 
I am weaty with my groaning, all 7 night 
male I my bed to fevim - T water my couch 
© with my tears Mine eye is conſumed becauſe 
* of grief. But, O bleſſed Lord, who haſt 
* cauſed thy holy ſcriptures to be written for 
© our learning, that we, thro' patience and 
* comfort of the ſame, might have hope; who 
© haſt been pleaſed to declare, that there is 
© more joy in heaven over one ſinner that re- 
* penteth, than over ninety and nine juſt per- 
* ſons that need no repentance ; and by what 
© thou didft in the caſe of David and ſeveral 
© others, haſt ſhewn that thy mercy. will ex- 
tend to greater and worſe complicated 
© crimes than mine, if duly and fincerely 
© prayed for, O deny it not to me thy mi- 
© ſerable and diſconſolate ſervant, who ſue 
© and ſeek for it ſo bitterly and with tears. 
And of thy great goodneſs beſtow thy 
converting and pardoning grace on the 
© partner of my guilt and ſhame. O grant 
© that I may not have led her into ſuch a 
© courſe: of fin, as ſhe may never find her 
way out of; but as I have acted the devil's 
© part, and have been ſo uncharitable as to 
© ſeduce her into the commiſſion of ſo much 

15110 l © wickedneſs, 
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© wickedneſs, let my prayers and exhorta- 
tions be effectual to the reſtoring her to her 
former ſenſe of her duty, and to thy fa- 
© your. Be pleaſed likewiſe, O Lord, to en- 
due my dear wife with ſuch a ſweetneſs of 
© temper, as may enable her to paſs over 
© and forget my former coldneſſes and unkind 
behaviour, and to accept of my renewing 
and future obſerving thoſe ſacred yows, 
© which I made before thee and thy congre- 
« pation, when we were joined together in 
© holy matrimony. And as my ſervants, 
© children and neighbours, may haye been 
cſcandaliz d and offended by my former lewd 
and vicious practices, grant that for the 
© time to come, they may be as much or more 
« edified by ſeeing an orderly and prudent 
government in my family, and a chaſt con- 
© verſation coupled with the fear of thy holy 
name, ſo that adultery, fornication, and all 
© uncleanneſs, may be treated among us, as 
© they are by thoſe who are duly ſenfible, 
© that for theſe things thy wrath cometh upon 
© the children of diſobedience. Grant this, O 
© heavenly Father, for the ſake of Jeſus 
© Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 
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A PRAYER for one that is accuffom'd to 
common and raſh Sweating and Curling. | 


\' THOU high and lofty One, who in- 
© habiteſt eternity, who art King of 
© kings, and Lord of lords, and haſt threat- 
© ned that thou wilt not hold him guiltleſs that 
© taketh thy name in vain, forgive me, I beſeech 
thee, thoſe impious and impudent freedoms 
© which I have long accuſtom d myſelf to take 
with thy tremendous Majeſty, by taking 
© thy ſacred name into my mouth upon every 
: trifling and frivolous occaſion, and perhaps 
© when the diſcourſe I haye been engaged 1n 
© hath conſiſted of obſcene, filthy, and ahu- 
« five ribaldry ; and let my foul be affected 
© with ſuch a ſerious and ſolemn degree of 
© piety and fear of thee, that I may never 
« preſume to think or ſpeak of thee, without 
* lifting up my heart to thee in ſome pious 
« ejaculations, or, at leaſt, without putting it 
into the frame and poſture of adoration. 
To this end aſſiſt me with thy grace, that I 
* may not raſhly ſpeak and wnadvi/edly with my 
© lips ; and that I may watch over my words 
© ſo carefully, that my communication may 
be no more than yea yea, and nay nay, and 
therefore may not only reſtrain and curb 
© the firſt motions and tendencies to paſſion 
© and eagerneſs in myſelf, but alſo avoid, as 
much as I can, all intercourſe with haſty 
| | © an 


* 
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* and turbulent people, and eſpecially with 
© thoſe who have habituated themſelves to 
the profane cuſtom of belching out oaths 
© and curſes. Grant this, O heavenly Fa- 
© ther, for Jefus Chrift his ſake. Amen. 


_— —— * 


— 


A PRAYER for one that hath been guilty 
of the horrible Sin e Perjury. 


GOD of infinite truth and juſtice, 

© whoſe power no creature is able 

« to reſiſt, who art reſolved to be a ſwift 
« witneſs againſt him that ſweareth falſly by 
thy name, and is ſo daringly and beyond 
* meaſure wicked, as to call upon thy great 
© and terrible Majeſty for the atteſtation of a 
© known, and perhaps hurtful lye: I am full 
© of terror and amazement, and am ready to 
« fink under the conſciouſneſs of my gullt, 
and the dread of that fiery indignation and 
© exemplary vengeance which I have too 
© much reaſon to expect. But, O bleſſed and 
© moſt merciful Jeſu ! who rejectedſt not the 
tears and bitter repentance of thy bleſſed 
© apoſtle St. Peter, after his denying thee 
with repeated oaths and imprecations, grant 
© that I may in like manner repent, and in 
© like manner be forgiven. And fince I am 
* not the only unhappy wretch that hath 
3 © bound 
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© bound his ſoul in this abominable ſinful 
© manner, but becauſe of ſwearing the land 
© mourneth, I beſeech thee to pelle thoſe 
« great numbers of profligate offenders, who 
© have ſo hardned themſelves againſt - fear 
© of thee and thy judgments, as to ſwear 
« falſly by the God of truth, with a due no- 
tion of their miſcrable condition, and right 
« apprehenſions of that God who is a con- 
ſuming fire, and ſo able to deftroy them in 
© a moment. And grant that we may all of 
© us raiſe our ſouls to a generous contempt of 
< all baſe and diſhoneſt gain, and an abhor- 
© rence of all diſhonourable and unjuſt acti- 
© ons, and to ſuch a love for truth and upright- 
* neſs, that no temptation of any kind may 
prevail on us to give the leaſt interruption 
© to the regular and orderly. courſe of the 
© laws; and that when we are required to 
—_ our teſtimony upon oath, or to ſwear 
or the ſatisfaction of thoſe who have 
© power to require ſo ſolemn an obligation to, 
and confirmation of our fidelity, at our 
© hands, we may do it as we are commanded, 
in truth, in judgment, and in righteouſneſs ; 
© and that in all our words and actions, we 
may behave ourſel ves with that /mplicity 
© and godly ſincerity, which are ſtrictly re- 
< quired to be practiſed by all ſuch as are 
true followers and diſciples of thee, our 
8 REY Saviour and Redecmer, who liveſt 
and 


SINCERE PENITENT, 119 


« and reigneſt with the Father and the Holy 
© Ghoſt, one God, world without end. Amen. 


—— 1 — 1 


A PRAYER for Pity and Compaſſion on 
the Poor. 


. "MOST gracious and bountiful Lord 
© God, to whoſe goodneſs and libe- 

© rality I am indebted for my very being, and 
for whatever I enjoy, either of the neceſ- 
ſaries or comforts of life, and above all 
© things for the redemption from fin and eter- 
© nal miſery, which thou haſt vouchſafed 
me by the incarnation, ſufferings and death 
* of thy only begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt, my 
© bleſſed Redeemer and Saviour, who made 
« himſelf poor, that I might be made ich; 
* who made himſelf of no reputation, that J 
might be exalted, and be made meet to be 
© a partaker of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
© light Grant, I beſeech thee, that I may 
© never be ſo ungrateful as to forget the ſe- 
© yeral great and ſurprizing inſtances of thy 
© goodneſs and loving-kindneſs towards me, 
FTis true, O Lord God, that thou art Lord 
© of all things, that the earth 1s thine, and 
© the fullneſs thereof, and that thou art above 
receiving any benefit, in return for the 
© many mercies which I have received at thy 
hands: but ſince thou haſt been pleaſed 

\ I 4  ©'to 
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« to make the poor, the afflicted, and the 
© miſerable, thy repreſentatives upon eatth, 
and to accept of any act of kindneſs, and 
© to reſent any act of cruelty or negle& done 
© to them, as much as if they were done to 
© thy ſelf ; I beſecch thee to let my heart be 
"eos touched with a brotherly ſenſe of 
© the miſeries of all thoſe who are under 
any kind of affliction or diſtreſs, either in 
mind, body or eftate,,rcſpecially of fuch as 
. belong to the houſhold of faith, and are 
joined to me by a ſpiritual, as well as natu- 
© ral relation. Let no ſordid deſire of wealth, 
© no profane diſtruſt of thy providence, or 
© disbelief of thy promiſes, prevail upon me 
* to think that what I diſpoſe of for the re- 
© lief of the poor and needy is thrown away 
to no purpoſe, and that I impoveriſh my 
© {elf and family in proportion to all disburſe- 
* ments of this kind ; but let me always be- 
© heve firmly, that giving to the poor 18 lend- 
< ing to thee, and a means to ſecure thy bleſ- 
© {ing in this life, and a never- failing treaſure 
in heaven, where neither moth nor ruſt doth 
© corrupt, nor thieves break through and ſteal. 
And grant, I beſeech thee, O Lord, that 
« whatever acts of kindneſs I may at any 
time do, it may be my aim not to ſeem, 
< but really to be, pitiful and tender-hearted, 
and influenced by a true chriſtian temper ; 
and that I may have no ſiniſter or by-ends, 
© no yain hankezing after popular or worldly 
© applauſe, 
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© applauſe, which may ſerve to feed my va- 
© nity, but ſhall deprive me of that reward 
* which thou haſt promiſed to beſtow here- 
< after on ſuch as open their hands wide unto 
© their poor bret hren; becauſe thou haſt com- 
© manded them ſo to do, and believe that 

\ © thou wilt afluredly recompence them openly 
for whatever good they ſhall do in private. 
And as I deſire of thee, O bleſſed Lord 
© God, that I may never be guilty of a pre- 
« tended, phariſaical charity, ſo I beſeech 
© thee that the like ſpirit of vain- glory may 
never mix itſelf with any other of my re- 
ligious performances, but that I may always 
© ſerve thee in the integrity of my heart, and 
that I may be found at the laſt day among 
© the number of thoſe who have /oved our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt in ſincerity: to whom with 
© thee and the Holy Ghoſt, he all honour and 
© glory, world without end. Amen. 


K 
— — 


APRAY ER againſt Anxiety, or inordi- 
nate Care for the things of this Life. 


* GOD heavenly Father, whoſe gift it 

is that the rain doth fall, the earth 
is - fruitful, beaſts increaſe, and fiſhes: do 
multiply; by whom the very hairs of our 
< head are all numbered, and without whoſe 
I © conſent 


122 AJ Cour ax lo for the 


© conſent not ſo much as a ſingle ſparrow falls 
© to the ground; who haſt commanded us firft 
6 11 1 the kingdom of God, and its righteouſ- 
5, and then to expect from thee a ſupply 
of al ſuch things as the needs and occa- 
C « fone of the body have made neceflary : en- 
© due me, I beſeech thee, with ſuch a faith 
in, and religious dependance on thy pro- 
© miſes, that after having done my duty in 
© that ſtate of life, unto which thou haſt 
© been pleaſed to call me, I may not doubt 
of receiving whatever is requiſite and con- 
© yenient for me; that in all difficulties and 
« ſtraits, wherewith thou ſhalt be pleaſed to 
© chaſtiſe me, in order to exerciſe my pa- 
£ tience, to teach me humility, or to correct 
© my folly, I may cat my care upon thee, who 
© careſt for me, and never diſhonour thy moſt 
© holy religion, by diſtruſting thy goodneſs, 
© by taking that thought for the morrow which 
© thou haſt forbidden, and inſtead of endea- 
* youring to lay up treaſures in heaven, lay 
© out all my time and care in purſuit of thoſe 
things which the Gentiles, and thoſe that 
© know thee not, make it their buſineſs to 
« ſeek after. And whatever temptations or 
* trials I may meet with, grant that I may 
© neyer be ſo in love with the Mammon 
* unrighteouſneſs, as to do any thing that is 
6 Gnfal unbecoming a chriſtian, for its 
© ſake; but that among * the changes and 
« chances of this mortal life, my heart may 
© be 


« 
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© be fixed ſurely and conſtantly on the trye 


© riches, and that as there is nothing upen 
© earth worthy to be compared with thee, fo 
© T may faithfully look upon thee as the 
* ftrength of my heart, and my portion for ever, 
©through Jeſus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 
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A PRAYER againſt raſh Judging and 
Cenſuring of other Men. 


c LORD, who haſt taught us that all 
| © our doings, without charity, are 
© nothing worth, reſtrain me, I beſeech thee, 
from my uſuat uncharitable way of cenſur- 
ing others, both in my thoughts and words, 
© and grant that I may have ſo much candour, 
© humanity, and chriſtianity, as to think, and 
© hope, and ſpeak the beſt of every man that 
© his character will poſſtbly bear. Nor lee 
© me preſume at any time to limit thy mer- 
© cies, or to determine peremptorily with re- 
© lation to the final: eſtate of any, Who have 
© not died in a notorious: condition of hard- 
© neſs and impenitency. But grant that I 
© may turn my eyes inwardly upon my: ſelf, 
and examine into my own faults, and that 
© not lightly, and after the mannen of ſuch 
© as diſſemble with thee, but in ſuch a man- 
© ner as may make me perceive, and caff _ 

Pe 
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" the beam out of my own eye, before I pre- 
© tend to find fault with the mote which is in 
* my brother's; and inſtead of meddling with 
© things which thou haſt been pleated to 
keep ſecret, I may carefully attend to, and 
8 diligently practiſe thoſe which thou haſt 
revealed, leſt after a life ſpent in judging 
and cenſuring ſuch as are, perhaps, better 
chriſtians than my ſelf, Iappear to be a caſt- 
* away, when thou ſhalt judge the world in 
© righteouſneſs, and true holineſs; through 
ſeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


.A PRAYER for a due. Reverence for 
Holy Things. 
8 MOST holy Lord God, who haſt 
© taught us by thy precepts, by thy 
* threatnings, and by thy judgments, the 
great guilt and danger of polluting and 
© profaning ſuch things as are conſecrated and 
© ſet apart for thy honour and ſervice, give 
© us all grace, I beſeech thee, to uſe all per- 
© ſons and things thus dedicated to thee, with 
* that reverence, which thou haſt been plea- 
ſed to require of us. Let the biſhops and 
© paſtors of thy flock /ay hands ſuddenly on no 
© nan, but faithfully and wiſely make choice of 


* fit perſons to ſerye in the ſacred miniſtry of 
thy 
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© thy church, and to thoſe who ſhall be or- 
< dained to any holy function give thy grace 
© and heavenly henediction, that they may 
© not permit the wicked and diſſolute to be 
© partakers of thy holy ordinances, but may 
drive them from ſome by the wholſome ſe- 
© yerities of the law, and reſtrain them from 
© others by virtue of the authority committed 
© to them, when gentle and brotherly admoni- 
© tions have proved ineffectual. And grant 
* that none of us may preſume to approach 
thy table, in order to ſhew forth the death 
© and ſufferings of our bleſſed Saviour, till 
© we are duly inſtructed in the nature, end, 
© and deſign of the bleſſed ſacrament of the 
© Lord's-ſupper, and 'till we have examined 
into the ſtate: and condition of our ſouls, 
© and endeavoured to make ourſelves meet 
© partakers of thoſe holy myſteries which are 
© there exhibited to us, by a hearty. and ſin- 
© cere repentance ; ſo that we may- come ho- 
y and clean to tuch a heavenly feaſt, in the 
marriage garment, which thou haſt required 
< in the holy ſcripture. Which, as it is thy 
word, as it contains thy Holy oracles, the 
© revelation of thy will, and the glad tidings 
© of ſalvation to mankind, grant that we may 
© receive it with all gladneſs, read it and 
© hear it with attention and ſeriouſneſs, and 
ſpeak of it, and treat it with a due and aw- 
ful reyerence, never preſuming to ndicule, 
profane, or burleſque it, as the cuſtom of 
Aang Za | too 
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too many is, even of thoſe who profeſs to 
believe in it, and expect to be ſaved by it; 
that we may /o account of ſuch as are law- 
fully appointed to preach it as the miniſters 
* of Chrift, and flewards of thy ſacred my- 
© fieries. And that we may never forget to 
« obſerve the difference which thou haſt been 
« pleaſed to put betwixt thoſe things which 
© are holy, and of common uſe, let us never 
© forget the terrible deaths and overthrow of 
© Nadab and Abihu, and of Corah, Dathan, 
© and Abiram, and their company; the judg- 

© ments inflited on the Phihftines of Aſhdod, 
© Gath and Bkron, whilſt the ark of thy 
«© firength was among them; and afterwards on 
G — men of Bethſhemeſh, for preſuming to look 
imo it; and on Uzzah for Faking hold of it ; 
on the children that —— Eliſha ; on king 
« Uzziah, for "offering incenſe ; ow ' Ananias 
© and Sa and on Elymas the falſe pro- 
c phet ; — with the dreadful tlireat de- 
6 nounced againſt Simon the ſorcerer; — 
removal of the candleflicks from the 

© churches of Fg : and finally the 722 
8 ty ky dſpe fo they ancient people the 
Fews, 1a re * oppoſition to the goſ- 
< 5 of thy Son, — the -figns and wonders 


* which wore wrought by him and his apoſftkes - 


* fo that inſtead of making a /acrilegious en- 
* croachment upon what thou haſt fet apart 
© for holy purpoſes, or uſing it with irreverence 
© contempt, or negli, we * = 
t 
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* thankfully improve thy gracious intention 
© in appointing it, by uſing it to thy glory, 
© and our own comfort and happineſs here, 


© and falyation hereafter, through Jeſus Chriſt 
© our Lord. Amen. 


— — —— — 


A PRAYER for doing as we would be 
done by. 


< MOST holy and righteous Lord, 

} © who art no reſpecter of perſons, and 
© art infinitely above the leaſt temptation to, 
© or practice of any degree of iniquity or 
©partiality, and haſt declared that tis the 
© ſum both of the law and the prophets, 
© that we ſhould do to others whatſoever we 
© would that men ſhould do unto us; give me 
grace, I beſeech thee, ſo to watch over 
my ſelf, that I may never have fuch a fond- 
© neſs for, and vain opinion of my ſelf, as 
© may induce me to give my brethren ſuch 


© treatment, as I ſhould eſteem barbarous, un- 


uſt, unkind, and unchriſtian, if T were to 
receive it from their hands in the fame cir- 
© cumſtances, and upon the like occaſions. 
© But let this golden, this divine rule of equity, 
© be, as it were, engraven upon my heart, ſo 
© that I may uſe all that I converſe among, 
© with all due tenderneſs md gentleneſs, and 
r . by 
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© by no means ſuffer my ſelf to be guilty of 
c any thing towards them, which either hu- 
c * manity or chriſtianity have proteſted againſt; 
< leſt I meet with a terrible return of ſeve- 
* rity, when I come to appear before thy 
© Tighteous tribunal, and with judgment with- 
out mercy, becauſe I have ſhewn no mercy, 
©temper nor moderation to my fellow crea- 
© tures. And whatever ſtate of life thy good 
* praridence ſhall think fit to place me in, 
grant that I may diſcharge the truſt which 
is repoſed in me, with impartiality, and 
that neither the frowns nor the favour of 
men may prevail upon me to turn aſidle 
from the paths of uprightneſs, either to the 
« right hand or to the left ; that I may pre- 
fer a little which 1s gotten by. honeſt and re- 
« putable methods, before 25 riches of the 
© ungodly, which are heaped together by 
« craft, treachery or violence; that I. may 
6 live, if poſſible, without ſcandal, and with- 
g out reproach, and without affording any 
juſt matter of triumph to the enemies of 
© chriſtianity, and at peace with all men, if 
© ſuch a thing can be, and that I may 
© live and die in peace with my 'own con- 
c ſcience, but above all things in peace 
© with thee, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
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A PRAYER for Zeal and Diligence in the 
Service of God. 


' Bleſſed Lord, who haſt been pleaſed 
© to promiſe eternal life as a gift, not 
© on ſloth, negligence or idleneſs, but on our 
© pious, diligent and zealous endeayours to do 
© our duty, and to pleaſe thee, and that we 
© might have an opportunity of ſhewing our 
© fincetity towards thee, haſt been pleaſed to 
make the way and the gate, that lead to 
* heaven, narrow and ſirait, and thoſe that 
lead to deſtruction, broad and wide; ſo that 
© there is no ſuch thing as finding the one, 
*. or avoiding the other, except we are truly 
and earneſtly intent upon it; O Lord, 
© who haſt taught us that the ſecuring our 
© eternal ſalvation is the one thing needful, 
© and that the gaining of the whole world 
© is not a ſufficient recompence for the 
6 loſs of one ſoul; make me, I beſeech thee, 
vas duly ſenſible what it is to be ſaved; and 
© what it is to be loſt and undone for eyer, 
© as in my preſent condition I am capable of 
© being made. Let me nevet forget to me- 
© ditate on that fulneſs of joy, which is in 
© thy preſence, and on thoſe pleaſures, which 
© are at thy right hand for evermore ; on 
that inexpteihble, unconceivable miſery 
© and anguiſh of thoſe who are irrecoverably 
© baniſh'd from thy preſence, the ſmbke 0 
| K twwhoſe 
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« whoſe torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever. 
© And let me be always mindful of the trea- 
© chery, weakneſſes and infirmities of the 
« fleſh, the temptations and allurements of 
© the world, and the malice and reſtleſsneſs 
© of my ſpiritual enemies, and in conſequence 
of all this, let me be very well ſatisfy d, if 
I can but ſecure my laſt and important 
6 ſtake, whatever difficulties, hazards or dan- 
gers I may be obliged to undergo for this 
-« purpoſe. Let me never, like Eſau, for- 
« feit my eternal inheritance, for any preſent 
© eaſe, pleaſure or ſatisfaction whatſoever. 
© Let a frequent reflecting on the glorious 
© company of the apoſtles, and the whole no- 
© ble army of mattyrs, inſpire me with cou- 
© rage and reſolution to lay a/ide every weight, 
© and the fin which doth ſo eaſily beſet me, and 
© to run with patience the race that is ſet before 
© me. Looking unto Feſus, the author and f- 
© niſher of our faith; who, for the joy that 
© was ſet before him, endured the croſs, 
© deſpi/ang the ſhame, and is ſet down at the 
© right hand of the throne of God. And ſince 
© my bleſſed Saviour thought nothing too 
© much, or too great to ſuffer for me, let 
© me never be ſo ungrateful as to think any 
< thing too much to be done or ſuffered in 
© obedience to his commands, eſpecially ſince 
© I alone am to reap the benefit of it. Lord, 
© if neither hunger, nor thirſt, nor cold, nor 
* nakedneſs, nor perils, nor hardſhips, nor 
| | © the 
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© the moſt bitter ſufferings of all kinds, could 
* diſcourage thy bleſſed apoſtle St. Saul from 
attending reſolutely and chearfully on what 
thou haſt required of him; O let it never 
be ſaid that I am vanquiſhed by almoſt the 
© leaſt ſhew of a temptation, in what ſhape 
* ſoeyer it appears. And if the children of 
* this world fear no dangers, decline no la- 
* bour, no toil either by ſea or land, if they 
have but a proſpect of obtaining wealth, ho- 
* nour, or their prince's favour; O let not me, 
« who am deſirous to be reckoned among the 
children of light, be ſo fooliſh in my gene- 
© ration, as to neglect the methods and oppor- 
tunities of obtaining a treaſure that is incor- 
« ruptible, and a crown of glory which fadeth 
not away, and of thy loving-kindneſs which 
is better than life itſelf ; but whatever be- 
* comes of my worldly affairs, or temporal 
© happineſs, grant me to make the beſt of 
© this ſhort and uncertain life, in /riving hear- 
« tily to enter in at 1 gate, in faghting 
the good fight of faith, in ſubduing the whole 
- * body of fin, and in obeying all thy righteous 
© commandments, that I may obtain thy gra- 
« cious and glorious promiſes, through Jeſus 
* Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 
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APRAYER for the Love of God. 


C O Merciful and gracious Lord, I cannot 
© but admire thy tranſcendent goodneſs, 

in ſhewing thyſelf ſo deſirous of our ſalva- 
tion, as to endeavour, not only to reſtrain 
« us with the moſt terrible threatnings from 
« the tranſgreſſion of thy laws, but alſo to 
invite us to obedience, by the moſt en- 
« couraging and engaging promiſes ; and in 
accepting of our ſincere tho' imperfe& con- 
formity to thy laws, whether it proceed 
from fear or love. But ſince the latter of 
« theſe is the more noble and generous prin- 
« ciple of the two, tho' thou wilt by no 
means reject the ſervices of thoſe who trem- 
6 ble at the thoughts of thy greatneſs, ma- 
« jeſty, and juſtice, yet ſince thou haſt pre- 
_ © pared for them that love thee ſuch good things 
« as paſs man's underſtanding, ſush as eye hath 
© not ſeen, nor ear hath not heard, neither 
© have they entered into the heart of man to 
© conceive ; grant, I beſeech thee, that my 
« ſtupid and groveling ſoul may duly me- 
« ditate on thoſe many cndearing and raviſh- 
ing excellencies, which thou haſt been 
« pleaſed to reveal to us, and the numberleſs 
« obligations which thou haſt been pleaſed to 
lay upon us; and let my afflictions be ſo 
£ firmly, ſo thoroughly fixed upon thee, that 
Lit may not be in the power of any of thoſe 
_ « falſe 
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« falſe deceitful objects, which have formerly 
« captivated them, to inſnare them any, more, 
And becauſe I have many and great fins to 
be forgiven, grant that I may love thes much, 
that I may love thee above all things, with 
* all my heart, with all my mind, with all 

« foul, and with all my ſtrength. As the 
Hart panteth after the water-brooks, ſo let my 
* ſoul pant after thee, O God; let my heart 
* and my fleſh cry out fon the living God. But 
let not my love of thee, O my God, be 
* ſuch a love as ſpends itſelf in empty noiſe, 
and a few diſorderly extravagant ſallies of 
a conceited and overheated fancy; but let 
it be a ſtrong, a ſteady, and a laſting flame, 
* ſuch an one as may warm and influence my 
* heart, not by fits and ſtarts, but conſtantly 
and effeQually, ſo that it may produce in 
me, not only a greater admiration of thy 
divine excellencies, a true and, grateful 
*ſenſe and thankful acknowledgement 
* of thy mercies, a delight in thee, and 
* a reſtleſs deſire to enjoy thee; but alſo a 
* ready, chearful, and uniform obedience to 
* thy whole goſpel in this world, and an 
* eyerlaſting bleſſed life of love and holt- 
© neſs with thee in the other; that I may 
© praiſe thee, bleſs thee, worſhip thee, glo- 
« rify thee, and give thanks to thee, for thy 
great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, 
God the Father Almighty, O bleſſed and 
N K 3 « adorable 
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. © adorable Jeſu, O holy and EG 2 
6 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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4 SOLILOQUY, 


HAT meaneſt thou, O my ſoul, by 

_ © this negligent and careleſ) temper, 

0 this ſtupidity, this lethargy which thou art 
fallen into? Why art thou ſo unconcerned 
© whilft thou art not altogether ignorant thou 
6 art in the gall f bitterneſs, and the bond of 
© iniquity * Why am I 1o uncaſy whenever I 
6 retire. to conſider 'of my eternal welfare, 
© and ſo eager to break forth into the buſineſs, 
© noiſe, buſtle, hurry, and pleaſures of the 
© world, in order to divert myſelf from ſe- 
©'rjous thoughts, and to put off the great 
« work of repentance, till the night cometh 
© in which no man can work, till my feet ſtum- 
gie upon the dark mountains, and when I 
© book for light it be turned into darkneſs and 
© the 2 of death ; till God ſhall with- 
* draw his grace from me, and leave me to 
© myſelf, or till death ſhall put an end to my 
* 5 uncertain life, my vain projects of re- 
< penting hereafter, and my reſolute and in- 
* corrigible impiety together? When we loſe 
a parent, a wife, a child, a brother or a 
© ſiſter, how paſſionate, how violent are our 
© lamentations? we fill heaven and carth with 
Our 
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* our cries; our ſorrow, our mourning, our 
a weeping, are very often beyond meaſure ; 
© we refuſe to be comforted becauſe they are 
© not, The pains, the reſtleſſneſs, the loath- 
« ſomeneſs of a ſick perſon, the grimneſs 
© and horror which death hath afterwards 
© left upon that face, which had formerly 
« been very pleaſing and delightful, have pre- 
« vailed upon me, and upon many others, to 
enter a little into our ſelves, to bewail the 
« yanity and emptineſs of this world, and all 
things in it; to refrain for a while almoſt 
« all intercourſe with our friends and neigh- 
« bours, and to live as it were in a fort of 
« averſion to all the ſhort-liv'd pleaſures which 
« we were before ſo eager in the purſuit of. 
Nature hath required, and God hath allow'd 
« a great deal of this, and to negle& what is 
« thus required and permitted, would be bru- 
« tiſh and unbecoming a reaſonable creature 
« or a chriſtian. But, alas! why do I talk 
« of reaſon and religion | in one caſe, and not 
« obſerye them in another, I cannot ſay of 
equal, but of infinitely greater conſequence ? 
« My neareft relations, 'tis true, are and ought 
to be dear to me; but what are theſe when 
* compared to my ſoul, which 1s for the pre- 
« ſent dead in treſp alles and fins, and with- 
out ſorrow and Satiſh of life will be 
* loſt and undone for ever? Such of them as 
* died the death of the righteous, are eternally 
: happy, and are not, when my paſſion hath 


K 4 «ſpent 


136 A Comranion for the 


* ſpent itſelf, proper objects of my grief, 
* becauſe they are number d among the children 
* of God, and their lot is among the ſaints, 
Such of them as died as a fool dieth, 1 ſhall 
* lament and weep in vain for; their doom is 
* fixed, and my ſorrow will not alter it. But 
* my ſoul ought to be infinitely more dear 
to me, becauſe it is my ſelf, tis my all. 
Whatever may be ſaid of the ſoul of man 
tin general, may be ſaid of mine; tis made 
+ after the image of God, which nothing in 
4 the world beſides the ſoul of man is, and 
« conſequently it ought to be valued above 
every thing elſe, as approaching nearer to 
the great and divine ſtandard of all excel- 
« lency and perfection; and tho' all other 
« things here below ſhall wax old, as doth a a 
.« garment, decay, periſh and fade away, FE 
'« the ſoul is as immortal as God himſelf. 
And beſides all this, whatſoever happineſs 
amy neareſt and deareſt relations may enjoy 
+ in this world, or a better, if I am ſo far 
from partaking with them, that I am con- 
« demned to everlaſting miſery, what com- 
« fort or ſatisfaction will this afford me? To 
be for ever miſerable with them, will leſſen 
neither their miſery nor mine. And if I 
take care betimes to mourn for my fins, for 
my ſoul, as I onght, I may be happy, 
t eternally happy, tho' no methods were f - 
* ficient to deter them from plunging them- 
: ſelyes headlong into that place of * 
| | from 
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* from whence there is no redemption. Let 
me therefore now in the preſence of the 
great God of heaven and earth, reſolve to 
© retire often from the world, to commune 
* with my own heart, and let my ſpirit make 
* diligent ſearch into the diſmal and lamenta- f 
ble condition of my ſoul; and that I may | 
© truly, and to very good purpoſe, lament 
© my fins and tranſgreſſions, let me vow to 
$ meditate ſeriouſly and often; 


1. Upon the time when I ſhall lie faint 
5 and languiſhing upon my dying bed, with 
© my friends all ſad about me, and my blood 
and ſpirits waxing cold and flow within; 
* when I begin to reckon my life, not by the 
* ſtriking of the clock, but by the throbbings 
of my pulſe, every ſtroke of which beats a 

* ſurrender to the pale conqueror; when thoſe 
things which promiſed me a heaven upon 
earth, ſhall be neither able to quench my 
* raging thirſt, nor to quiet my convulſed 
* and tormenting bowels, but ſhall prove, in 
* all reſpe&s, miſerable comforters and phy- 
* ficians of na value; when they will be as 
© infipid as my meat or drink, and when no- 
thing will afford me the leaſt ſatisfaction, 
* beſides a good conſcience, or a well. 
* grounded aff urance that I haye made m 
peace with God. | 
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III. Upon that great and terrible day of 
* the Lord, when we ſhall ſee the Son of Man 
© coming in the c of heaven ; when we 
* muſt all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat of 
* Chriſt, that every one may receive the things 
© done in his body, according to what he hath 
© done, whether it be good or bad; and not on- 
6 Iy what he hath done openly, and in the 
face of the ſun, but alſo whatſoever he 
* hath done in private. For then ſhall be 
* brought to light the hidden things of dark- 
« neſs, and the counſels of the heart ſhall be 
* made manifeſt. _ 


III. Upon the joys of heaven, joys that 
are without example, above experience, and 
* beyond imagination, for which the whole 
© creation wants a compariſon, we an appre- 
© henfion, and even the word of God a reve- 
lation. 


* IV. Upon that eternal puniſhment which 
© ts prepared 2 the devil and his angels, and 
+ for all thoſe who die in their ſins; on that 
f terrible place of torment, where the worm 
* dieth not, and the fire is not quenched, where 
© they ſhall be tormented day * night for ever 
* and ever, in the lake that burns with fire and 
© brimftone. | 


LET 
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LET me likewiſe reſolve to mortify my 
s * members, which are upon the earth, by fre- 
* quent abſtinence and faſting ; for this, ac- 
* cording to that memorable and ſublime ex- 
preſſion of St. Chryſoſtom, is the food of 
* the ſoul; it ſupplies it with wings, whereby 
it e to God, and exerciſes itſelf in 
the contemplation of things that are inviſi- 
ble. And let no vain pretences of buſineſs, |; 
* neceſlity, or the like, prevail upon me. to i 
* omit or negle& theſe holy meditations and 
* exerciſes, much leſs let the glittering of 
* worldly pomp. and pleaſure entice me to 
© beſtow the whole of my affections and time 
upon them; but let me conſider the great 
; — of the man after God's own heart, 
* who, amidſt the toils and fatigues of go- 
* yernment, the wealth, grandeur and temp- 
* tations of a court, hath taught me, both 
by his inſtructions and practice, the great 
a duties of religious retirement, ſelf-exami- 
nation, and holy contemplation, in ſuch a 
manner, that I am aſhamed and confounded 
* when I reflect upon the frivolous excuſes 
* which I have ſo frequently made to my ſelf 
for living at random, at leaſt for being ſo 
far outdone by one, who had fo many great 
and preſſing avocations or calls another way, 
; to which I am, by the circumſtances * * 
"ls an entire ſtranger, - 


IF 
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IF by the grace of God I can have ſo 
© much power over myſelf as to put theſe 
« ſerious and pious reſolutions in practice, I 
© ſhall be truly, and in earneſt, convinced 
© that this world is vanity and vexation of 
« ſpirit, and that the faſhion of it paſſeth 
away. That its enjoyments do not perform 
< what they promiſe, that they are hard to be 
© got, eaſily loſt, and muſt be parted with, 
and how ſoon God only knows; and that 
therefore I ſhould uſe it, and all its advan- 
tages and pleaſures, without abuſing either. 
© By numbering of my days, as I ought, I 
© ſhall be taught to apply my heart unto wiſdom, 
© and by a conſtant and lively remembrance 
© that I have no continuing city here, I ſhall 
© be preyailed upon to make it my chief bu- 
© fineſs to ſeek one to come, to have my conver- 
* ſation in heaven, ſo far as to be concerned 
© no more, in a manner, with this world, than 
© a ghoſt is, that only comes to do a meſſage 
© of Providence, and when his errand is over 
© yaniſhes and diſappears. Or if I do at any 
© time condeſcend to intereſt my ſelf in the 
affairs or lawful entertainments of this life, 
© it will be only tranſiently and by the bye, 
as the hungry diſciples plucked the ears of 
. © corn, juſt to ſerve a preſent neceſſity, or as 
the T/raehites ate the paſſover, in haſte, with 
© my loins girt, my ſhoes on my feet, and 
© my ſtaff in my hand. And when I * 

* der 
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der that how much ſoever I may rejoyce in 
© my youth, or at any other time, how 
© much or how long ſoever I may walk as 
«© my own heart, or my own eyes ſhall direct 
© me, yet God will rech bring me into judg- 
ment; I muſt ſurely be harder than a roc 
if ſuch thoughts and conſiderations do not 
© pierce and affect me; if they do not ſtrike 
© me with dread and horror, and make m 
© afraid to go on in my wicked courſes any 
longer; if they do not compel me to look 
© beyond the momentary pleaſure and flatter- 
© ing outſide of any ſin that entices me to 
« cloſe with it; if I do not immediately ere& 
© a tribunal in my own breaſt; if I do not 
© examine and try myſelf and take an impar- 
© tial ſurvey of all my actions, and conſider 
© them with all thoſe aggravating circum- 
© ſtances wherewith they have been heigh- 
tend; if I do not accuſe, arraign and con- 
« demn myſelf for them, and with a truly 
« penitent heart confeſs them to Almighty 
© God; unfeignedly bewailing my miſcar- 
© riages, highly diſpleaſed with my ſelf fort 
© having ſo grievouſly offended ſo good and 
© gracious a God, humbly imploring his 
© mercy, beſeeching him not to lay theſe ſins 
© to my charge, nor to enter at the laſt day 
into judgment with me for them: but to 
put them upon the account of the croſs ; 
to accept of that complete ſatisfaction which 
© our bleſſed Redeemer made for the fins of 
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the world, ſo that my fins may not riſe up 
againſt me, and condemn me in that day; 
©fo- that living in a conſtant preparation for 
Judgment, I may joyfully expect the glo- 
© rious appearance of the great God, of my 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


AND ſurely when I lift up my eyes to 
the crown of glory, and meditate on the 
© eternal enjoyment of God, the judge of all, 
© the fountain of all happineſs, of Jeſus the 
© mediator of the new covenant, who ſuffered, 
© bled, and died for me, of an innumerable 
© company of angels, the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect, and whatever elſe even 
© heaven itſelf can afford, if I am capable of 
© being moved by objects of the greateſt va- 
© lue, it will infuſe new vigour into me, it 
vill make me all life, and ſpirit, and wing. 
For tho' my way lies up the hill, and leads 
me along through thorns and precipices, ſo 
© that I am fain to ſweat at every ſtep, and 
every aſcent is a new toil to me, yet I ſhall 
be comforted with recollecting that when 
I am up, I ſhall be ſure to be entertained 
© with ſuch rewards and pleaſures as will ful- 
ly recompence all my labour, and make me 
© bleſs the difficulties I have gone through, 
© my bittereſt agonies, my ſharpeſt conflicts, 
© my importunate prayers, and well-ſpent 
tears. Surely ſuch thoughts as theſe will 
© conyert the moſt ſneaking coward into a 
* © bold 
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© bold and ma ous hero; much more 
* will they influence me fo far as to have 
© my fruit unto holineſs, eſpecially fince the 
© end of it is nothing ſhort of everlaſting 
© life, and everlaſting felicity. 


AND when I add to this the conſidera- 
* tion of eternal damnation, and dreſs it up 
in all the images of terror that God and 
« reaſon have taught me, and dwell upon 
this dreadful argument for repentance, as I 
* ought, I ſhall endeavour, I hope, with all 
my might, to 3 my falling under ſo 
grievous and ſo inſupportable a calamity ; 
da calamity which ſhall never abate, either 
in the whole or in part. Surely I ſhall no 
© longer look upon a lake burning with fire 
and brimſtone, upon an everlaſting fire, 
© as things that ought to be made light of, 
© nor ſhall I dread this heart-amazing, ſoul- 
© confounding puniſhment, and run into it. 
© Can I believe it feriouſly and firmly; can 
© I think of it ſoberly and often, and yet 
court and purſue it, by clinging faſt to 
« thoſe ſins which will infallibly bring it 
© upon me? Oh no, I hope I ſhall not. Get 
© up therefore, O my ſoul, loſe no time, 
„look not behind thee, ſave thy ſoul in 
© Zoar, betake thy ſelf to the city of refuge. 
* Flee, flee into a ſtate of grace and pardon; 
let a Teaſe of thy danger give thee wings, 
* warm thy affections, fiir up thy will, make 
| — 5 thy 
$2 
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© thy prayers fervent, and thy induſtry great, 
« fincere and eminent, Make peace with 
* God, accept of the terms of reconciliation, 
© reſume thy courage, and return with the 
« prodigal in the goſpel to thy father's houſe, 
and to thy duty. Let atheiſts and epi- 
© cures. look upon the divine life but as a 
© zealous frenzy, ſuch as hath no real object, 
© nor ſolid fruits, and ſcorn or pity the fri 
© profeſſors of it, as men ſoberly and gravely 


R 
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| © belide themſelves, Yet thou knoweſt (ah! 
| improve thy knowledge to the beſt advan- 
| © tage) that theſe fools for Chriſt will be 


© found to be the only wiſe and happy men, 

| * when hell ſhall be no longer a painted fire, 
© or heaven a fool's paradiſe, but weeping and 
« wailing ſhall put ſcoffing out of counte- 
© nance, and thoſe that now fit in the /eat of 
© the corner ſhall gnaſh with their teeth; 
* whilft ſuch as were derided and deſpiſed by 
© them are cloathed and crowned with glory, 
* majeſty and honour, | 


© AND laſtly, if I frequently endeavour 

© to humble my ſoul with faſting, I ſhall cru- 
817 fleſh with its afſections and 4 I 
B © ſhall keep under or beat down my body, and 
| Bring it into ſubjection to ſobriety, reaſon, 
© and religion, to which a pam per d body 
| © will not let us liſten, for it kicks againſt 
© them, and reſiſts them: and therefore its 
| food is to be ſometimes withdrawn, . as pro- 
| WH © yender 


g | 
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vender is from a wanton beaſt, that being 
< tamed, it may become more pliable to our 
minds; and being ſubdued to the ſpirit, ĩt 
may be always klpoſed to obey bis godly 
© motions in righteouſneſs and true bolineſs : 
* according to what the author of the book 
* aſcribed to Baruch, in the Apocrypha, faith, 
©* chap. ii. ver. 1 2. 7 he 2 that is greatly 
0 vexed, which goeth flooping and feeble, and 


c the eyes that fail, and = 1 Gu, . 
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A PRAYER for Caution and Circum- 
= ſpection. 


Grams and merciful Lord God, we 

* are taught by thy holy word, "and 
convinced by woful experience, chat it is 
© not in man that walketh to direct his ſteps - 
© I beſeech thee to let thy holy ſpirit always 
© accompany and aſſiſt me that my Joorfreps 
lip not. And if by thy grace and mercy I 
© ſhall eſcape the pollutions of the world, 
* grant that I may not grow confident of my 
* own ſtrength, but exceeding fearful, leſt I 
* ſhould be again ſhamefully foiled and en- 
* tangled by the cunning craftineſs of thoſe 
© malicious ſpirits. of darkneſs, who lie in 
g e and watch for my halting, 72 

L 


146 A Cour au ion for the 


© are continually ſeeking whom they may _ 
© Lord, let not the vain conceit of fi 


« attainments in virtue and religion, puff = 
Cup at any time with any the leaſt degree 
* of ſpiritual pride, or cauſe me to look 
pharifaical, ſu- 
but 


© down upon others with a 
 percilious, and diſdainful contempt ; 
© let me always remember the grie vous crimes 
© which even the greateſt ſaints have been 
ſeduced into the commiſſion of, but much 
© more Jet me conſtantly call to mind the 
© many great and crying ſins which I have 
« formerly been guilty of my ſelf, which 
© tho' they have been long ſince forſaken, and 
© I hope repented of and forgiven ; yet, alas! 
I know not now how ſoon I may provoke 
« thee ſo far, as to ſuffer me to relapſe into 
them again. And altho' it ſhould pleaſe 
© thee, of thy infinite mercy, to and 
protect me from the aſſaults of my ghoſtly 
enemies, ſo that they ſhall not be able to 
© draw me into the commiſſion of any hei- 
nous, wilful and preſumptuous ſins for the 
© future; yet let the afflicting ſenſe of what 
<is paſt incline me to be tender and com- 
paſſionate to thoſe who are out of 'the' way, 
2 are at any time overtaken in a fault, and 
© endeavour to reftore them in the ſpirit of 
© meekneſ7, to a due ſenſe of their unhappy 
© condition, and alſo of their duty. And 
3 let it pleaſe thee, O Lord, fo far to bleſs 
WP en and compaſſionate endeavours, 
7 IM chat 
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* that ſuch as I ſhall apply to, upon this oc- 
© calion, may be prevailed upon to think it 
high tune for us all to awake out of ſleep, 
© to redeem the time we have miſpent, to paſs 
© the reſt of the tigie of our ſojourning here in 
© fear and wiſdom, in watehfulneſs and prayer; 
© ſo that being faithful members of the 
* church militant here upon earth, we may 
© at laſt be tranflated to the church trium- 
© phant in heaven, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 5 


— — — — ELLA LEE — 
A PRAYER for à Sick Perſon. 


* A LMIGHTY and moſt merciful Fa- 

ther, I cannot but acknowledge 
© that I have highly deſerved to be made an 
< eternal object of thy wrath and indignation, 
and that if thou hadſt been pleaſed to 
© hurry me out of this world into the other, 
in the midſt of any of thoſe provoking ſins 
< which I have been guilty of, without giving 
© me the leaſt warning; yet righteous, O 
Lord, hadſi thou been, and juſt would have 
© been thy judgments. And therefore, O bleſ- 
< ſed Lord God, inſtead of murmuring at 
© thy chaſtiſement, which thou haſt at this 
© time been pleaſed to compel me to under- 
© go, grant that I may improve it to my ſpi- 
: | L 2 © ritual 
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© ritual and everlaſting advantage, that I may 
© look npon it as a gracious notice-of my 
« approaching diſſolution, which this ſickneſs 
© may, for ought I know to the contrary, be 
<'{ent to haſten, and as a call to fo much of 
© the 'great duty of repentance, as can be 
©praatſed upon this ſad and melancholick 
© occafion. Aſſiſt me, O my God, whilſt 
©theſe days of my forrow ſhall continue, in 
© trimming my lamp, in lamenting what I have 
© done amiſs, and in making what amends T 
can for the imperfection of my repentance, 
and that faint obedience to thy laws which 
© hath followed it; and however thou ſhalt 
be pleaſed to deal with my body, which I 
© hope will be according to thy uſual good- 
© neſs and loving-kindneſs, grant, I beſeech 
'< thee, that my ſoul, when thou ſhalt require 
them to he ſeparated from each other, may 
©pafs from a ſtate of fin and ſorrow, of fear 
and trembling, to that place of true and 
„ unmix'd happineſs, where all tears ſhall be 
-« wiped from our eyes, and where all thoſe 
"© that fleep in the Lord Jeſus, enjoy perpe- 
'© tual reſt and felicity, through the ſame our 
Lord jeſus Chriſt. ' Amen. 
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A PRAYER again/t Procraſtination, or : 


putting off our Repentance. 


4 MOST holy and righteous Lord 
| © God, who haſt ordained, that with- 
© out holineſs no man ſhall ſec thy face, enter 
© into thy kingdom, or eſcape thy ſad and 
© terrible ſentence of eternal condemnation ; 
and haſt been pleaſed to allow us no longer 
time than this ſhort and uncertain life to 
< ſecure thy favour, or to "ie from the wrath 
© to come; grant, I beſeech thee, that I may 
© no longer harden my heart againſt thy 
© threats and promiſes ; but ſince I know not 
© the day, nor the hour of my maſter's com- 
ing, when I ſhall be ſummoned to leave 


© this world, and to go into eternity, I may 


© now hear thy voice, and ſet my ſelf about 
* the one thing needful ; that I may unfeigned- 
© ly bewail and immediately forſake every 
© evil way that I have walked in; and that 
© from this time forward I may practiſe all 
© the virtues and graces of a good life, and 
© that I may continue in well-doing to the 
very day and moment of my death, 


I O this end let me conſtantly remember, 
© that there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, 
© nor wiſdom in the grave, whither we are all 
© going. What numbers of all ages and 

£ ſexes are daily ſoatch'd away by ſudden, 
creed agate L 3 unexpected 
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unexpected and untimely deaths ; how 
© many are deprived of their reaſon and 
© health together, and how many have lived 
* fo long in all manner of wickedneſs, that 
their conſciences have as it were, 
© ſeared with a red-hot iron; ſo that they 
have made a jeſt of religion and repentance, 
© and have died as ſtupidly and profligately 
© as they lived; and that if thou ſhouldſt 
© afford me time and grace to repent and re- 
© concile myſelf hereafter, yet the longer I 
© perſiſt in my rebellion againſt thee, the 
© more difficult and grie vous will my task be. 
Lord, let me never entertain any looſe notions 
© concerning the great duty of repentance, 
© ſuch as are unworthy of thee, contrary to 
© the nature and deſign of thy moſt holy re- 
© ligion, and ſuch as will ſurely deceive me 
in the end. Let me never imagine that 
© thou wilt proſtitute heaven, and open its 
gates to ſuch as purpoſely defer their re- 
pentance, till they are juſt going to leave 
© the world, as if thou hadſt required nothing 
© at our hands, but a few good words and 
« prayers when we can reliſh or commit our 
© fins no longer. Let me reflect ſeriouſly 
© and fadly on the great probability that ſuch 
* a ſorrow, and ſuch a religion, as is extorted 
© by a ſudden and violent fear, will not be 
* of any longer continuance than the ſickneſs 
© that occaſions it; becauſe I have ſo often 
broken my faith with thee, and becauſe, I 


© have 


e 


have ſeen ſo many others do the lame, 
© when we have thought ourſelyes in danger 
of death. O let me no longer hazard my 
precious and immortal ſoul for days and 
years together, in ſuch a fooliſh manner, as 
© the men of this world will not hazard an 
affair of the leaſt conſequenee. Let me 
* not trifle and play the fool on the very 
« brink of hell, till I fall into it: But let mg 
© remember my Creator in the days of my youth, 
«© at leaſt in the days of my health and 
« ſtrength, that I may not ſue for mercy 
© whert the door is ſhut ; but that when 
| © thou ſhalt diſſolve this earthly tabernacle of 
| © my body, my ſoul may enter into the reſt 
© and ſecurities of thy children, that I may 
© be among the redeemed ones, who ſhall come 
© to Zion with ſinging, and when everlaſting 
© joy ſhall be upon their heads : who ſhall ob- 
* tain gladneſs and joy for ſorrow and mourning, 
© out of whoſe hands thou haſ} taken the cup 
© of trembling, ſo that they ſhall drink it no 
© more. Grant this, O heavenly Father, for 
© the ſake of him, who endured ſorrows and 
« agonies on the account of my ſins, not to 
© be parallel'd, or compar'd with, thy only 
© begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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Brief Heads of e etüng 
to the Order of the TEX COMMANDMENTS, 

for the Uſe of ſuch as are deſirous, on 
Days of Humiliation, or at any other 
Time, to enquire into the State and Con- 
dinon of coral Souls, 


_ COMMANDMENT I. 


ES YT: AVE I nov ſaid in my bear there 
bo God 7 


— | HAVE I not profefſed 3 to 
6 believe in him with my mouth, and denied 
04 him by @ wicked | ife and conperſation W tb. 


Hark 1 feared himſo much as. to idly 
c kim 2... 


«6 HAVE I feared him ſo far as to be more 
© ready to obey him than man, where I could 
not with a ſafe ne obey both ? 

N | « HAV E 


$Sincerr PENITEN I 155 


HAVE 1 feared him ſo far as to for 9. 
. am worldly 12 or to endure the . 


e hardſhips, rather than di Phaſe him FP. 


«© HAVE I loved him with all my Jive: 


© with all my mind, with a my ſ⸗ 8 ul, and with 
s all my frrength ? : , 


+ 


* HAVE T loved him fo fat as to 7 his 
* nnn Fit 


© HAVE I conflanty defied is enjoy bin 
© in his ordinances here, and in his preſe nce 


F hereafter F 


<DOTI cenflanth and regularly ly worſhi ip him 
* in my cloſet, in my. family, and in the church? 


5 0 r by 


ö « rrifling and vain pretences 


4 O I endeavour to prepare and 7 ) my 


8. * heart, ſo as to perform the ſevera aun of 
* my religious duty as I ought ? 3 


£DOT 3 to pray with © feryency, 
Pio without ſuffering my thoughts to wan- | 
© der, and employ themſelves upon objects no way f 
6 pertinent fot b inefs 'T am yas Fg 


+ . L. rie 
» 


3 # 4 " a * * 0 
. # | oy * 1 . 2 " * 
- 4 * . 
* 0 - 
\ ©" » 
1 3 8 
* — . 
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..* DO. I receive. the bleſſed ſacrament of the 
Lord Supper frequently and devoutly ? 


0 1 carefully and diligently examine - 
© felf before- band)? 2 


© DO I praiſe God for all his mercies, both 
* ſpiritual and temporal? 


0 I do this thankfully, and with a full | 
© ſenſe of his goodneſs, and my own umworthi- 
nefs ? MS. Sam 


© DO I repent of my /ins, and call myſelf 
© to a daily, at leaſt firi account for them ? 


< DO I truſt in God's mercies for pardon 
© of my fins, and a ſupply of what is neceſſary 
for my bodily ſub/iftence, after I have done 
* my part by honeſt labour and induftry ? 


© DO I repent of my fins that I have com- 
* mitted by thought, word and deed ? 


*DO I hope that he will be merciful to 
© me, upon the performance of ſuch conditions 
© as he hath been pleaſed to requirt of me, and 
no otherwiſe ? 

*DO I not, from his gracious promiſes of 
* forgiveneſs upon true repentance, encourage 

| c 7 
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© myſelf in wickedneſs, and heap up wrath to 
2 againſt the day of, wrath ?. 


„Do I not preſume ſo far as to hops, 
© where God hat | Aa no grounds, but 
* rather the contrary 6-3 


© DO Town any more than one God, or do 
© I give the honour, due to him, to another? 


i 0 0 I ſeek after thoſe who are ſuppoſed to 
* have familiar ſpirits, to be witches, or Wir 
* zards, or to uſe divination, enchantments, or 
any ſuch like abominations ; or do T put my 
* truſt in any creature that is in heaven. ar 
© earth ? 


COMMANDMENT IL 


© TO I worſhip any image, or living creature, 
D © with any degree of religious worſhip ? 


*DO I preſume to make any image or pi- 


Hure of God, or to form any bodily ſimilitudt 
* of him in my thoughts ? 4 / 


Kt 


COMMAND= 
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COMMANDMENT III. 


LIVE I been guilt rjury, or fwegrin 

H © falſely, 2 4 1 ſwearing, f 
© blaſphemy, or ſpeaking reproachfully of God, 
e religion, or ay thing ſet apart for his ho- 
© nour and ſervice | As 

* DO I uſe the name of God with reverence 
© in my oaths, vows, promiſes, diſcourſe and 
23 


*DO I forbear ſevearing in my ordinary 


© converſation, if not by God, yet by any of his 
© creatures ? £ wy 


DO I uſe my utmoſt endeavour, upon all 
© occaſions, to keep up the reputation of reli- 
gion; and the reſpect which is due to holy 
© things for the ſake of God, and as they have 
© a relation to him ? 


* 


— — 


I -— COMMANDMENT IV. 


* IO 7 take care to obſerve the Lord's-day 
* as the word of God, and the laws of 
* my country, have diretfed and required me? 


2 5 © DO 


< 
« 
« 
( 
{ 
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0 I conſecrate it to a religious reft, für- 
Bearing all ſervile and ordinary employments, 
© and attending upon the publick ſervice of the 
* church, hearing the word of God read and 
_ « preach d, joining in prayers with the cungre- 


* gation, and participating of the bleſſed Jos: 
© ment of the Lord's-ſupper ? 


* DO I ſpend part of it in private prayer 
© meditation and reading, and in works * 2 
© rity and mercy ? 


O I, to the utmoſt of my power 
© deauour to make all that belong to me 1 do 
© the like? | 


© DO I take what care I can to help other 


6 er, in enlivening their lieh, as well as to 
© improve my on? 


D0, in ſbort, ſe ſerve God truly all the 
© of my lfe, which is the ſum of the 2 
6 Commandments F ; 


Coma pads V. 


o I love, honour 1 
© and note ? 


5 
yo Do 
7 
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Do I obey their commands, bear with their 
* infirmities, and ſubmit to their correction? 


1:6, D@T to requite the care and pains 
6 which 43 "Aa taken upon my r. 
6 promoting their comfort and welfare by all 
© proper means, and by reheving their neceſſities 
* according to my ability and circumſtances ? 


= DO I breed up my children carefully whil/} 
© they are young, and virtuoufly and religiouſly 
© when _ are capable of diſcerning between 
* good and evil? „ 
© DO Ive them, and provide for them ac= 
* cording to my ability ® 
0 01 bring them up 10 ſome honeſt ant 
© uſeful employment? 10 "4 


00 I encourage them when'they do well, 
and correct them when they do amiſs.? - 


© AM I genile and courteous towards them, 
© and do I not by paſſion, perverſeneſs and ty- 
© rannical uſage provoke them to anger, and 
© alienate their ofh tions from me? 

D0 ] honour and obey the king, and all 
that are put in authority under him? 


— 


- 
G C 
W f 


LY 
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DO TI ſubmit to their laws, and obey all 
* their juſt commands ? CIR? ARAM, ? 

© 4MI faithful to their intereſt? Do I 
© live quietly under their government? And am 


* [cientiouſly endeavour to order all things for 

© the pubiick good f vis 1 a 
*DO I govern ſuch as are under my care 

© with gentleneſs and moderation, with juſtice 


* andequity, not ſeeking to ver, oppreſs or en- 
* flave any man ? | 


0, above all things, take care that tht 
© ſervice of God, and true religion, be main- 
© tained, protected, countenanced and encouraged, 
© and that vice, profaneneſs and irreligion be 
© diſcouraged and ſuppreſſed, as bei 2 at once 
© both odious to God, and deſtructive 'of the 
« publick peace and welſarei⁵ 


© AM I ſabject to all my tutors, maſters or 
© guardians, to whom” the care, \inſirution 
© and government of me is committed by my 
© parents,” my own choice, or the laus of my 
© country Y eee © Minn 


N Do 
4 

N # 

zg 


* L 
- * 
, EL % 
4 4 


n P | | 1 . : | — 
* * 
F - p F . p * 
166 4 Couranton for tht 
WF: - - | 6, wa * © 


0 J, when entruſted with the care of 
0 7 holars, pupils or orphans, diſcharge the i Ge 
* repoſed in me with all Jos thfulneſs and di i- 


* n 7 
* DO Lum myſelf to my ſpiritual alen 


CD 0 I efleem them very highy in | love 
8 for their Vas Jake P wan, 1 


* & 


” 3 
: a a 
N 1 
R „ 
— 
4 . 1 r 4 
- of is 


0 I attend upon their infirufions care- 
* fully and conſtantly ? 


DO Tae no ſbifts or comrivances to 4. 
£ * fraud them of any part of their maintenance? 


©DO I, on the contrary, reward them ac- 

* cording to their 3 and the work 

* which they have to do, where the proviſion 

« made by law is not fa tfficient to, n the 
fend, it was defign'd for ? | 


« D 0 1 forbear all free a ſcurrilous af: 
«© courſe concerning them, both to their faces or 
0 e their backs ? 


90 1 forbear to dual pu "their * 
« merit, and. to expoſe and ridicule them for 
« frailties and failings common to the "et. as 
* well as the worſ} * 


p 920 


| 8 3 5 4 4 5 5 1 
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50 J the moſt unworthy of God's fe fer- 


© pants, whom he hath been pleaſed to put into 
© the miniſtry, attend upon he buſh nl of 


function with JO and di 8 4 


< AM TI careful to infru# every one commit= 
ted to my charge, in ſuch a manner, as is likely 


© t0 be moſt profitable to him ? 
© DO I admoniſh men 700 of the dong 0 
© their faults SEE ah . / 
Do 1 reprove and hls where gentler 
© methods prove e, er 8 


8 D O I endeavour to frengthen 1 the weak, 
, oy & 006 the broken-hearted ? | 


C D 0 I endeavour to go before my Lin 
« the way of ee as well 22 ew 
© it them ? 1 


0 1 countenance, or ſeem to countenance / 
© any e doctrines or opinions, either out of 


fear or Fon oe 8 Jn dem- 
for Aa, I. | 
© AMT true to my iſo s bed, and 4 Lind and 


"GTO INOS | 110 
W 285 


— 


# 
* A EE 
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.*DO I communicate to her out of my 
© ſubſtance, and look after her in all her fick- 
* neſſes, or other diftreſſes ? 


* DO I protect her from injuries and in- 
*fults, and cheriſh het as my own fleſb f 


© DO I pray for her and inflrat# her, and 
© take all proper methods to promote her ſpiri- 
© tual ang eternal welfare ? 


© DO I rejett, with diſdain and horror, all 


©. thoughts of withdrawing my affetions from 
© her, and placing them on another, as 220 as 
* we both ſhall live? 


' © DO I faithfully dene the mairinge vow 
© and covenant which hath been made betwixt 
nne and my husbund ? | 0G ? 
© DO I love,. honour and obey him? 


AM true ani juſt to him in all his con- 
©rerns f ; e e een AMA 


© DO I order his houſe with prolence #hd 
* diſcretion | 


0 Tendeavour to bring up is children 
* in the nurture and ſear of the Lord, to w_ 
o 
-.= on 
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good principles betimes into them, and root out 
* bad ones? | 


© DO I flick to him in all troubles and ad- 
ver ſuies that befall him ? 


* AM I inſtant to God in prayer for bim, 
and am 1 firmly reſolved to be united to him in 
« perſon, intereſt and affetion to my life's end ? 


AM diligent, true, juff, thrifty and 
< Gn in my maſter's buſineſs, and what- 
© ever he thinks fit to commit to my care and 
© management © n 


AMI as careful to order his affairs to 
© the beft advantage, as if they were my own © 


DO I avoid the great and diſingenuous {in 
© of being an eye-ſervant, and do I uſe the fam 
© induſtry and integrity in my maſter's abſence, 
© as I would if he were preſent with me? 


' © DO IT behave myſelf towards my ſervants 
© with kindneſs and gentleneſs ? 


DO IT provide for them ſuch things as are 
© neceſſary and convenient? 


0 I forbear laying too much work upon 
© them, or too rigorouſly eracting what I ex- 
fect from them ? 

M 2 HAVE 
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HA E T a due regard for their ſouls as 
* well as bodies : 


ar DO I allow them a. ſufficient time for 
the ſervice of God? 1 


at DO I take care that they employ the time 
© /o allowed them to his glory, and the promoting 
* of their ſouls welfare? 


0 I fay them their hire when it be- 
comes due, without detaining it, or defrauding 
© them of any part of it? 


.. © DO, give a ſeemly reſpect and honour to 
* ſuch perſons. as are older than my ſelf, for- 
« bearing to _ or affront them for any in- 
« farmities, which their age may chance to have 


* brought upon them © 


DO I adviſe younger perſons in their af- 
© fairs, encourage them in their duty, ſet them 
6: good example, and mildly and prudently re- 
© prove them when they do amiſs © 


- © DO I give to all men the honour that is 
© due to their ſeveral ranks and ſtations in the 
world? 


0 I forbear to envoy, or ſpeak againſ} 
© them, to wiſh, or do them any evil, out of 
* 1 4 any 


© any malice or enmity againſt them, for what 
* they enjoy in character or eſtate beyond me? 


DOI] take care not to behave myſelf 
proudly and arrogantly to my inferiors, not to 
* de hiſs them for their poverty or meanneſs in 
the world? | | | 


DO TI conſider that they are men and 
© chriſtians, and upon both theſe accounts as 
© high in God's favour as myſelf, and that all 
titles and diſtinctions will ſhortly be at an end, 
and that nothing but piety and virtue will 
fand us in any flead at the laſs day? 


e AM I charitable and liberal to the poor, 
according to my ability, and the neceſſities of 
* my brethren f 


/ 


CoMMANDMENT VI. 


, AVE I been guilty of taking away any 

H © man's life wilfully and unlawfully, either 
© direly or indirefly ; of maiming or hurting 
* him in his body, goods, or good name? 


00 IT forbear all anger, hatred and ma- 
© lice, all reproachful and provoking language, 
* ftrife and contention, pride, ill-nagure and 


revenge? | 
M 3 © AM 
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AMI having and charitable to all men, 
© and even to my enemies? 


* AM I ready to forgive the injuries and 
* affronts which they have done and offered me, 
and to do ſuch good offices of chriſtianity and 
* humanity, as their circumſtances ſhall require, 
© and my capacity ſhall permit me 5 | 


© AM I willing to make what ſatisfaction 
I can for any injuries that I may have done, 
and do I endeavour, to the __ of my. 
© power, to promote love, peace, and good-will 
among men © 


— 


Co MAN DMENT VII. 


© TJAVE I been guilty of defaling my neig h- 
H pour s wife, or any other woman, hilt 
] have been in a married ſtate? 


c HAVE 1 been guilty of ſimple whoredom 


” 


© or fornication ? 


HAVE I. conflantly abſtained fon all 
© carnal pollutions whatſoever, from all the moſi 


* diftant approaches to it, or incitements to- 
© wards it, from all unclean actions and ge- 
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* lures, all ſenſual defires and inclinations, all 


© kwd, effeminate and wanton converſation and 
| #* behaviour, all indecenty of dreſs, pa in 

eating and drinking, all ſuch places and exer- 
* ciſes, looks or glances, as may be likely to flir 
© up or inflame any 4mpure and unlawful paſ- 
«* fron in myſelf or any other? 


* DO I endeavour, not only by temperance, 


£ but alſo by faſting and prayer, to keep my body 
in ſuch 6 flit degree of ſoberneſi and chaſtity, 
© as is truly conformable to the gravity, mo- 


* defly and purity of the goſpel of Chriſt ? 


— — — —— — — 


COoMMANDMENT VIII. 


0 H AVE I taken away,' or detained from 
* another by force or deceit, that which 
* is his right ? 


© HAVE I done this, if not by what is 
* commonly called theft or robbery, yet by any 
« unlawful or indirect ways, whereby it it po 
* ſible for one man to come at that which God 
© bath given to another, whether it be by for- 
© gery, perjury, or ſuborning wi mes in court: 
© of judicature ; by hing, diſſembling or con- 
© cealing the truth ; by falſe 40 falſe 
© weights, or falſe lights ; by extortion, 9 

| M4 « preſon 
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a preſſion, or falſe accuſation ; by defrauding, 
'* cheating, or over-reaching in any contract 
or bargain, or any otherwiſe than ſuch as 
© God allows and approves of for the trans- 
« ferring the things of this world from one 
6 man to another? . | 


HAVE I aſſiſted, adviſed, encouraged, 
* or otherwiſe communicated with others in 
* any of theſe crimes, by receiving, buying or 
* concealmg what is ſlollen; by helping any 
* one to cheat or over reach another; by. ſerv- 
ing any great and violent oppreſſor, in cruſh- 
ing and ruining, or injuring a poor man? 


-* HAVE I been guilty of prodigality in 
* ſpending my ſubſtance, and beggaring my 
* ſelf or family? or have I neglected the pro- 
* per means and opportunities of making ſuch 
*.@ proviſion for myſelf and them, as my rank 
and ſtation in the world requires? 


HAVE I taken advantage of mens 
* wants and neceſſities, or have LI endeauour- 
* ed to live upon their vices and extrava- 
* gances f by | 


* HAVE I been fair and upright in all 

* my dealings, not willing to wrong any man, 
or if I bave chanced 19 do any injury un- 
« willingly, have I been ready to make him 
* full ſatisfaction? Have I always refuſed 
Y * TT 0 
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e bt ure ary 10 the doing any wrong ? 
* Have I been basta to the poor, and di- 
* ligent and induſtrious to do my duty in that 


late of life unto which it hath ge God 
to . me 2 | 


7 & 8 
— 1 = INOS 
- — 
* 72 83 | TG YORI Ls 
* * . . & F 
. = 


COMMANDMENT Tom 


FAVE 1 accuſed _ man felt upon 
* oath, or otherwiſe? 


* HAVE I len 6 Jay's witneſs in any 


? cauſe, by teſtifying more or leſs than the 
* ""we 7 


* 


7 HAVE I ſuffered any man to be very 
* much injured for want & my teſtimony, 

* when it was in my power to do bim juſtice, 
and was defired or required ſo io do? 


HAV I been guilty of fuborning falſe 
* witneſſes, or giving them any credit or coun- 


* tenance, of counterfeiting any man's hand 
vr ſeal, or any other writings to his pre: 


6 jndice 2 


*« AMI guilty of 1 tale be 
j RE 


8 rr or ſlander, evil. ney? or 


| 3 
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, Jong ine, er am I as oncourgrer of thoſa . 
re 1 


AMI candid, ehaitalis and campaſſio- 
s nate in believing and judging 1with relation 
to otber mens faults, and forward to vindi- 
* cate their reputations, or to ſoften what is 
* laid to their charge, or to conceal what I 
* know they have done amiſs, as far as I poſ- 
* ſib'y can or ought, that is when I am not 
called upn by law, my own neceſſary vindi- 
s cation, or the publick guad to do otherwiſe ? 


AMI guilty of ſcoffing, jeſting or jear- 
* language; which my nei does not de- 
ferve, or is too hard and ſevere, to the leſſen- 


ing of bis credit, or the diſturbing the peace 
* of bis mind? | 1 9 * 


o . Fh * * $f % 


COMMANDMENT X. 

E L coveted or defied whot belongs 

44 © io another man, without bis free con 

s ſent and approbation, in oppoſition to the 
rules of juſtice and equity? 


n | mduemnnd. by frend or 
« force, or any other indirect methods, to de- 


* prive 
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priue him of any thing that belongs to 


« him ? 


* HAVE I uiſted for any man's death, 
in order ta inberit his eſtate or ſubſtance, or 
© fo lake any thing that is his into my poſe 
„„ . 


* AM I contented with what it hath 
© pleaſed God ta bleſs me ? 


DO [ faithfully endeavour to ke 
* felf from the —— tation to the fon of 
* coveting the property of others, by doing my 
part towards getting what is ſufficient to 
maintain me, and by praying to Gad 10 bleſs 
* all my lawful undertakings in order there- 


s* wito?. 


DO I empy my neighbour any advantage 
© of any kind that he enjoys above me, or as 
* well as myſelf ? "Done? 


« DO I take « deight in ſein 


« proſper, and live comfortabl 
2 * . 


E 


ot her men 


happily in 


"he 114 


. 4 Courani on for the 


G | 

I ſhall . ih a e found 
among the papers of my Lord Bacon, of 
Which a very | otifiderable writer faith, —- 
That for the elevation of thought, and 
greatneſs of expreſſion, it ſeems rather the 
deyotion of an angel, than a man. * 


OST gracious Lord God, my mer- 

ciful Father; from my youth up 

< my Creator, my Redeemer, my Comforter. 
Thou, O Lord, ſoundeſt and ſearcheſt the 
depths and ſecrets of all hearts; thou ac- 
know ledgeſt the upright of heart, thou 
* zudgeſt the hypocrite. Thou pondereſt 
mens thoughts and doings as in a ballance ; 
thou meaſureſt their intentions as with a 
© line; vanity and crooked ways cannot be 
hid from thee. Remember, O Lord! how 
© thy ſervant hath walked before thee ; re- 
member what I have firſt ſought, and what 
© hath been principal in my intentions. I 
© have loved thy aſſemblies, I have mourn- 
© ed for the diviſions of thy church. I have 
©debghted in the brightneſs of thy ſanctuary. 
This vine, which thy right hand hath 
* planted in this nation, I have ever prayed 
* unto thee, that it might have the firſt and 
the latter rain, and that it might ſtretch her 


Sir Tichapd=$50e!c. 


: Au © © branches 


422. 
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© branches unto, the ſeas, and to the floods: | 
The ſtate and bread: of the poor tiave been 
c precious in mine eyes; I have hated alk 
« cruelty and hardneſs. of heart; I have tho 
< in a deſpiſed weed) —— the good of 
« all men. If any have been my enemies; 
I thought not of them, neither hath the 
< ſun almoſt ſet upon my Ufpleatare but 
© I have been as a dove, free from ſuper- 
« fluity of maliciouſneſs. Thy creatures 
have been my books, but thy ſcriptures 
much more. 1 have ou; ght thee! in the 
« courts, fields and gardens, but L have found 
« thee in thy temples. ,- Thouſands have been 
my ſins, and ten thouſands, my tranſgreſ- 
« ſions, but thy ſanctifications Have remain- 
ced with me, and my heart (through thy 
« grace) hath been an unquenched coal up- 
« on thine altar. O Lord, my ſtrength ! 
have ſince my youth met with thee; in all 
c my ways, by thy fatherly compaſſions, by 
thy comfortable farts as and by thy 
© moſt viſible providence. As thy favours 
© have increaſed upon me, ſo have thy cor- 
« rections ; ſo as thou haſt been always near 
« me, O Lord! ! and ever as my worldly 
6 bleſlings were 'cxalted, ſo ſecret darts from 
« thee have pierced. me; and When I haye 
« aſcended before men, I have deſcended in 
« humiliation before thee. And ndw when I 
thought moſt of peace and honour, thy 
hand is heavy wa me, and! ath humbled 
EE Was t- . "© me 


t 


| 


r * 
> 


* Sd enen for, &c. 
* © me According to thy former loving -kind- 
« neſa, — A me ſtill in thy fatherly 
© ſchool, not as a baſtard, but as a child. 
6 are thy judgments upon me for m 
1 ſins, which are more in — than the 
c — of the ſea, hut have no proportion 
© to thy mercies; for what are the ſands of 
© the ſea? earth, heavens, and all theſe are 
0 ing to thy mercies. Beſides my innu- 
© merable ſins I confeſs before thee, that 1 
am a debtor to thee for the gracious ta- 
© lent of thy piſts and graces, which I have 
© neither put a napkin, nor put it (as I 
« ought) to ers, where it might have 
© made beſt profit, but miſpent it in things 
« for which I was leaſt fit: fo I may truly 
© ſay my ſoul hath been a ſtranger in the 
© courſe of my pilgrimage. Be merciful un- 
© to me, O Lord, for my Saviour's fake, and 
© receive me unto thy boſom, or owe me 
© in thy ways. Amen. 
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BOOKS Printed for, and Sohepy os 

Tuo. WoRRALL, at the Judge *' ©. 
Head, agaiuſt St. Dunſtan's-Church, 

in Fleet-Street, i 


Pe Juris Canonici Anglicani: Or, A 


4 by Way of Supplement to the 
Canons, and Conſtitutions of the Church of 
— not only from the Books of the Canon 
and Civil Law, but likewiſe from the Statute and 
Common Law of this Realm. Whereunto is pre- 
fix'd, by way of Introduction, I. A brief Ac- 
count of the Canon Law in general; how, and 
from whence it had its Riſe and Beginning in the 
Church; and how it advanced itſelf, Sub- 
tilty of the Romiſh Clergy, after the of the 
Roman Empire was removed to Conſtantinople, 
and Barbariſm had invaded the politer Nations 
of Europe, II. The Reader has alſo here a Par- 
ticular of the Books wherein this Law was writ- 
ten; with the ſeveral Authors Names, the re- 
ſpective Limes wherein they compiled them, and 
the beſt Commentators thereon; with many o- 
ther Curious and Hiſtorical Remarks on this Law, 
&c. By John Ayliffe, L. L. D. and late Fellow 
of New-College in Oxon. Folio. Price 1 I. Fs. ' 
The Country juſtice: — the Practice, 
ty, and Power of the Juſtices of the Peace, as 
well in, as out of their Seſſions. Wherein all the 
Statutes and Caſes in Law, that in any wiſe relate 
to the Juriſdiction and Authority of a Juſtice of 
the Peace, are carefully collected and digeſted un- 
der proper Titles. By Michael Dalton, of Lin- 
coln's-Inn, Eſq; and one of the Maſters in Chan- 
cery. And for che better Help of ſuch Juſtices of 
Peace, as have not been much converſant in the 
| * the Laws of this Realm, there is —— 
an Appendix, being a compleat Summary Is 
the Acts of Parliament, ſhewing the various —— 


* 
: 1 


nalties of Offences by Statute, and the particular 
Power of one, two, three, or more Juſtices in 
their Proceedings and Dererminations, under ſe- 
veral diſtin s in Alphabetical Order. To 
the Whole are annexed large Tables of the prin- 
cipal Matters therein contained. By William Nel- 
8 of the Middle- Temple, Eiq; Folio. Price 
1 , Fs. : 

A new Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of the Seventeenth 
Century: Contaiuing, An Account of the Con- 
troverſies in Religion, the Lives and Writings of 
the Eceleſi. ſtical Authors, an Abridgment of their 
Works, and a judgment on their Style and Doc- 
trine. Alſo a Compendious Hiſtory of all Af- 
fairs tranſacted in the Church. Vol. I. Written 
in French, by Lewis Ellies Dupiu, Doctor of the 
Sorbonne, and Regius Profeſlor of Philoſophy. 
Trauſlated and illuſtrated with additional Anno- 
tatious. By Digby Cotes, M. A. Principal of 
Magdalen Hall, and publick Orator of the Uni- 
ver ſity of Oxford. Folio. Price 1 | 

A Treatiſe of the URINARY Paſſages, con- 
taining their Deſcription, Powers and Uſes ; to- 
gether with the principal Diſtempers that affect 
them, in particular the Stone of the Kidneys and 
Bladder, as deliver'd at the Gulſtonian Lecture in 
the I heatre of the Royal College of Phyſicians, 
London, on the 17th, 18th, and 19th Days of 
March, 1724. By William Rutty, M. D. Fel- 
low of the ſaid College of the Royal Society, 
and Reader of Anatomy at Surgeon's-Hall. II- 
luſtrated with Copper Plates, curiouſly engraven 
by Mr. Vandergucht. . Quarto. Price 2s. 6d. 

The Devout Chriſtian's Exemplar: Or, I he Sa- 
cred Hiſtory of the Incarnation and Birth, Life 
and Death, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, _ into 2 
New and Practical Method and Chronological 
Order. To which are annex'd, ſvicable Prayers 
and Meditations extracted from the Works of = 


* 


moſt eminent Writers, Biſhop Taylor, Biſhop Pa- 
trick, Biſhop Kenn, Dr. Hic es, Mr. Kettle well, 
Mr. Bragge, Mr. Nelſon, &c. Adorn'd with Cuts. 
To which is added, The Lite and Death of the 
Virgin MARY. By the late Biſhop Fleetwood. 
Octavo. Price 58. 
Te PRACTISING ATTORNEY: Or, 
Lawyer's Office: Containing, The Buſineſs of an 
Attorney in all its Branches, viz. I. The Practice 
of the Courts of King's-Bench, and Common- 
Pleas ; ſhewing the Nature and Forms of Writs, 
Entries, Declarations, Pleadings, Judgments, Ex- 
ecutions, &, With Directions in all Caſes rela- 
ting to Cauſes and Trials. 11. Proceedings of the 
High-Court of Chancery, and Exchequer, from 
the leading Proceſs, the Subpcena, to the final Or- 
der or Decree, interſpers'd with great Variety of 
Bills, Anſwers, Replications, Rejoinders, &c. III. 
The Attorney's Practice in Conveyancing, With 
Precedents of Leaſes, Mortgages, Aſſiguments, Re- 
leaſes of Lands, Deeds to lead Uſes of Fines and 
Recoveries, Marriage Settlements and Wills. IV. 
Of Court-Keeping, the Charges of Stewards, and 
Proceedings of Attorneys therein, and the Forms 
of Grants, Surrenders, Admittances, Copies -of 
Courr-Roll, Preſentments, &c. The ſecond Edi- 
tion, carefully corrected and much improved, with 
the Rules and Orders of the ſeveral Courts, and 
the Laws and Statutes relating to Practice conti- 
nued to this Time. By William Bonun, of the 
- Middle-Temple, Eſq; Octavo. Price 6s. * 
Curſus Mathematicus: Or, A Compleat Courſe 
of the Mathematicks. In 5 Vols. 8yo. Vol. I. 
contains a Treatiſe of Algebra, and the Elements 
of Euclid. Vol. II. Arithmetick and 1 rigonome- 
try, with corre& Tables of Logarithms, Sines, 
and Tan ents. Vol. III. Geometry and Fortifi- 
cation. Vol. IV. Mechanicks and Perſpective. 
Vol. V. Geography and Dialling. The Whole 
illuſtrated, with near two hundred Copper 1 
one 
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Done into — tk the r of Monſieur 

Oranam, with Improvements Additions. By 

el L. L., D. F. R. S. and other 
- rice Ii. Fs. * 


* 


The Works of Monſieur de 1a Bruyere: Con- 
—_ I. The Moral Characters of Theophraſtus. 
II. The Characters or the Manners of the preſent 
Age. III. Monſieur Bruyere's Speech upon his 
Admiſſion into the French Academy. IV. An 
Account of the Life and Writings of Monſieur 
Bruyere. By Monſieur Coſte. The Sixth Edition. 
Revis'd by the Paris Edition: With an original 
Chapter, of the Manner of living with great Men. 
Written after the Method of Monſieur Bruyere. 
By N. Rowe Eſq; 2 Vols. 8vo. Price 8 s. 

Reform'd Devotions, in Meditations, Hymns 

and Petitions for every Day in the Week, an 
every Holiday in the Year. By Theophilus Dor- 
rington, Rector of Witteſham in Kent. Divided 
into Two Parts. The Ninth Edition. To which 
is added, An Holy Office, before, at, and after 
receiving the Holy Sacrament. By Dr. Edward 
Lake, 12ves. Price 28. and 6d. 
A Select Collection of Novels. Written by 
the moſt celebrated Authors. In ſeveral Languages. 
Many of which never appeared in Engliſh before; 
and all new tranſlated from the Originals, by ſeve- 
ral eminent Hands, in 6 Vols. 12ves. Price 158. 

The Voyages, dangerous Adventures, and im- 
minent Eſcapes of Captain Richard Falconer : 
Containing the Laws, Cuſtoms, and Manners of 
the Indians in America, his Shipwrecks, his mar- 
rying an Indian Wife, his narrow Eſcape from the 
Hand of Dominico, &c. Intermix'd with the Voy- 

es and Adventures of Thomas Randal, of Cork, 
Plot; with his Shipwreck in the Baltick, being the 
only Man that eſcaped, his being taken by che In- 
dians of Virginia, &c. and an Account of his 
Death. The Second Edition, corrected, 12ves. 
Price 26. Sheep, 28. 6d. Calf. 

Theſaurus 
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| Theſaurus Dramaticus: Containing all the eele- 
brated Paſlages, Soliloquies, Similies, Deſcriptions, 
and other Foetical Beauties in the Body of Engliſh 
Plays, antient and modern. Digeſted under pr6- 
per Topicks; with the Names of the Plays, and 
their Authors referr'd to in the Margin, 2 Vols. 
Izves. Price 533 

The Genuine Works of Charles Cotton Eſq; 
Containing, I. Scarronides; or, Virgil Traveſtie. 
II. Lucian burleſqu'd; or, the Scoffer ſcoff'd. 
III. The Wonders of the Peak. Illuſtrated with 
many curious Cuts, all new deſign'd; and engrav'd 
by the beſt Artiſts. The Second Edition, correQed. 
I2ves. Price 38. 

Hudibras. In Three Parts. Written in the Time 
of the late Civil Wars. Corrected and amended; 
with Additions. To which are added, Annotations ; 
With an exact Index to the whole. Adorn'd with 
a new Set of Cuts. Deſign'd and engrav'd by 
Mr. Hogarth, 12ves. Price 3s. 6d. 

The Hiſtory of the Amours of the Marſhal de 
Bouflers: Or, A true Account of his Love In- 
trigues, and gallant Adventures, which have been 
privately carried on by him ever ſince he firſt ob- 
tained a Command in the French King's Armies, 
till his Marriage with Mademoiſelle de Gra- 
mont. The whole Relation being faithfully tran- 
ſlated out of the French Original lately publiſh'd 
at Paris. The Second Edition, 12ves. Price 3s. 

Memoirs of the Life and Times, of the famous 
Jonathan Wild. Toget .er with the Hiſtory and 
Lives of modern Rogues, ſeveral of them his Ac- 
quaintance, that have been executed before and 
fince his Death, for the Highway, Pad, Shoplift- 


M 
ing, Houſe-breaking, Picking of Pockets, and im- 
pudent Robbing in the Streets, and at Court, never 
before made publick. Written by Captain Smith, 
Author of the Hiſtory of the Highwaymen. In 
3 Vols. Royal Concubines and ameſters, inter- 
mix'd with ſtrange Diſcoveries of ſeveral — 


of barbarous Murders. All taken out of the Re- 
cords of Newgate. Continued down to the pre- 
ſent Times, 12ves. Price 3 s. | 

Arithmetick in Epitome: Or, A Compendium 
of all its Rules, both Vulgar and Decimal. In 
Two Parts. To which is now added, clear and 
plain Demonſtrations, deduc'd from the Principles 
of Arithmeticls itſelf, without either Reference to 
Euclid, or Uſe ot Algebra, The Third Edition, 
carefully corrected, 12ves. Price 28. 6d. Sheep, 
roll'd Calf 3 8. 

An Eſſay on Book-keeping, according to the 
true Italian Method of Debtor and Creditor, by 
double Entry; wherein the Theory of that excel- 
lent Art is clearly laid down in a few plain Rules, 
and the Practice made evident and eaſy, by Variety 
of intelligible Examples. The whole in a Method 
new and conciſe. The Third Edition, correaed 
and improv'd, Price ſtitch'd 18. 6 d. 

The two laſt by William Webſter, Writing-Maſter. 

The Compleat Compting-Houſe: Or, The 
young Lad taken from the Writing- School, and 
fully inſtructed by way of Dialogue, in all the 
Myſteries of a Merchant, from his firſt Under- 
ſtanding of plain Arithmetick, to the bigheſt Pitch 
of Trade; a Work very neceſſary for all who are 
concern'd in keeping Accounts of what Quality ſo- 
ever. The Fifth Edition. By John Vernon, 12ves. 

Accounts for Landed Men: Or, A plain and ea- 
ſy Method which they may obſerve in keeping Ac- 
counts of their Eſtates, By Charles Snell. Pr.1s. 

A Poetical Paraphraſe on Part of the Book of 

OB, in Imitation of the Style of Milton. By W. 
ay Fellow of Trinity-College, Dublin, 
4to. Price 18. 


Chriſtian Converſation: A Farewell Sermon. 
Preach'd in the Pariſh Church of St. Dunſtan in 
the Weſt, and publiſh'd at the Requeſt of many of 
the principal Inhabitants of the ſaid Pariſh. Pr. 6 7 
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A Diſcourſe of Murder, Preach'd in the Cha= 
pel of Lincoln's-Inn, and publiſh'd at the Requeſt 
of the Gentlemen of the Bench. Price 6d. 

The two laſt by the late Reverend and Learned 


Dr. William Lupton. | 
PLAYS Sold by T. Wor RALL. 


Lbion Quan, Earl of Eſſex, 


All for Love, Edwin, 4 
Ambitious Stepmother, Eſop, | A 
Amboyna, Evening Love, ; 
Antiochus, Fair ive, 

Apparition, Fall of Sagun 
Artful Husband, Falſe Friend, 
Artful Wite, Fate of Capua, 
Aſſignation, Fatal Extravagance, 
Athaliah, Friendſhip in Faſhion, 
Baſſet Table, Gentleman Dancing- 
ux Stratagem, Maſter, 6 

_----- Duel, Gloriana, 
Bold Stroke for a Wife, Half-pay Officers, 
Briton, Hamlet, 

Buſiris Henry V. 
Cæſar Borgia. Henry IV. of France, 
Caius Marius, Heroick Friendſhip, 
Careleſs Husband, Humorous Lieutenant, 
Chymera, jo Gra 
City Ramble, mperial Captives, 
Clouds, Indian Emperor, 
Conſcious Lovers, Indian Queen, 
Cleomenes, Injur'd Virtue, 
Committee, Iſland Princeſs 


Conqueſt of Granada, Judgment of Paris, 
Conſtantine the Great, Kenſington Gardens, 


Contrivances, Kind Keeper, 

Country Houſe, King Arthur, 

'Don Sebaltian, King Lear, 5 
Double Gallant, London Cuckolds, „ 
Duke of Guiſe, Love for Money, | 
A Tue, : 


7 
edy, 
aſt rayer, 


iden Queen, 
ot, 


Ma iage Alamode, 
arriage Alam 
Maſſacre of Paris, 
Mithridates, 

Mock Aſtrologer, 


Ot ello, 
Perfidious Brother, 
Perplex'd Couple, 
. Perſian Princeſs, 
Petticoat Platter, 
Pilgrim, 

Pcinceſs of Cleve, 
Provok'd Wife, 
Refuſal, , 
Revenge, / 
Revolution of Sweden, 
Richard III. 


S $quniey the 
School Boy, 
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Scipio, Africanus, 
Scorntul Lady, 
She wou d and wou'd'nt, 
She Gallants, | 
Siege of Damaſcus, 
Sir Anthony Love, 
Sir Walter Raleigh, 
Sir Harry Wildair, 


Soldier's Fortune, 
Sophonisba, 
Spaniſh Curate, 
Spaniſh Friar, 
Spartan Dame, 
State of Innocence, 
Succeſsful Pyrate, 
12 
empe 
Tender Hlusbend, 
Theodoſius, 


Tottenham Court, 


Troilus and Creſſida, 
Tyrannick Love, 
Venice preſetv d, 
Victim, | 
Uly ſſes, | 
Volunteers, 

Wife for a Month, 
Wild Gallant, 

Wit at a Pinch, 

Wit without Money, 
Woman's Revenge, 
Woman's Wit, 
Wonder. 


With many others ; alſo great Variety of Voyage, 
. Poems, and gather pulp Ab 3 . 


